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January 2005 - present

references to Canada unless otherwise specified.

Jan 2005 South Africa: Cape High Court rules that models' agency boss Neil Vincent
Potgieter, told by BA not to kiss his partner good morning (P argued back and was
arrested on arrival at Heathrow), may not go ahead with his R1.6m suit on the
basis of papers he has put before the court; if he amends his court papers, he may
go ahead and sue.  P's main claim was based on BA's breach of contract; BA says
the SA constitution's anti-discriminatory stipulations were not in force on its
flights.  Judge orders Potgieter pay the costs of the application.

Jan 2005 Israel: Supreme Court 7-2 rules a lesbian couple (who have had three children 
through IVF in 15 years) can adopt each other's children; reverses 1997 Family
Court which did however grant them guardianship of each other's children.

Jan 2005 India: leader of Sikhism Joginder Singh Vedanti directs Sikhs worldwide to reject
the legalization of gay marriage.

Jan 2005 Brazil: federal prosecutor Joao Gilberto Goncalves Jr. files paperwork asking a
federal judge to issue a nationwide order to justices of the peace throughout Brazil
to perform same-sex marriages.  ''In addition to recognizing their rights as
couples, the action is intended to help reduce the prejudice against homosexuals,
which is a cause of violence in Brazil.'' Marriage would entitle gay couples to all
the rights accorded heterosexual married couples, including inheritance and legal
grounds to seek insurance benefits and pensions. 

Jan 2005 NZ Catholic church bans gay and straight civil unions in church, though new
legislation allows them(Civil Union Act effective April 26); Anglicans,
Presbyterians and Methodists have not yet settled on policies.  Catholic
Communications director Lyndsay Freer: status of marriage "diminished by
making any other kind of relationship its equivalent" ... What's the difference
between civil unions for heterosexual couples and marriage? If you get married in
a registry office it's a civil ceremony, so why would a heterosexual couple prefer a
civil union to a marriage?"

Jan 2005 Spain: Pope meets with visiting Spanish bishops, says secular trends in Spain lead
youth to become indifferent to religion.  Next day, Defence Minister Jose Bono
(the only practising Catholic in the government) tells the Vatican (which has
publicly rebuked the government for bringing in legislation on same-sex marriage
and streamlining laws on abortion and divorce) "Faith is not something a
government can impose. It is not something that it is up to the state, but rather to
people."  Adds some of the church's positions, such as its opposition to
homosexuality and the use of condoms, go against the message of Jesus Christ. 
"Today, Christ would be more worried about the 25,000 children who die each
day of hunger or in wars. I think Christ would side with those who are peaceful."

Jan 2005 Rome: Pope John Paul II puts lobbying against gay marriage at the top of the
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Vatican agenda for 2005, also urges politicians in prosperous nations to do more
for the millions of hungry people around the globe; prioritizes "challenges of life"
issues (abortion, cloning, gay marriage, assisted procreation, embryonic stem cell
use); also notes 2004 natural disasters including Indian Ocean tsunami and locust
plagues in Africa as well as "barbarous terrorism which caused bloodshed in Iraq
and other countries" and the suffering in Darfur, Sudan.

Jan 2005 UK:  John Saxbee, Bishop of Lincoln, instructs staff to draw up liturgy for those
in "non-marriage relationships" to thank God for their union, the most progress so
far; draft service (by the Lincoln liturgical committee, chaired by Tim Ellis,
Archdeacon of Stow) includes welcome, Bible reading on the nature of friendship,
couples step towards altar and with the priest give thanks to God for the
relationship. opportunity for the couple to declare a commitment,
address, chance to exchange gifts. The service can be used by close friends as well
as couples with a sexual relationship.  Peter Godden, rector of Owmby in
Lincolnshire and secretary of the liturgical committee: "We do recognise that the
service will be used by same-sex couples, but we have not provided any specific
references to any kind of relationship or friendship."

Jan 2005 Ireland: Two lesbians , 24 and 33, both on the dole, refused rent allowance
because of their sexual orientation; forced to leave their homes after revealing to
their parents that they were lesbians, found a flat to share, applied to the
Department of Social and Family Affairs for a couple's rent supplement, were told
they did not qualify for the couple's allowance because of their sexual orientation. 
Heterosexuals automatically qualify.  Under the social welfare code, members of
same-sex couples are treated as individuals and their claims are assessed
independently.  Last year new laws granting an exemption from equality laws
were introduced limiting the definition of "a spouse" and "a couple" to married
and cohabiting couples of the opposite sex (after a gay pensioner won the right to
a free travel pass for his companion).

Jan 2005 US: Internal Revenue Service tells same-sex couples they cannot file joint income
tax returns even if they were legally married in Massachusetts or Canada, based
on Federal DOMA which restricts marriage to opposite-sex couples.

Jan 2005 US: Supreme Court turns down an appeal of Florida's blanket ban on adoption by
gays, does not offer a reason for rejecting the case (they mostly don’t).

 Jan 2005 US: NGLTF report on how incumbents fared at the polls last November shows
lawmakers who opposed amendments to state constitutions banning gay marriage
met with little opposition; if anything, opposition to the amendments may have
helped; 100 of 103 of state legislators who voted against anti-gay constitutional
amendments and ran for re-election won their races, compared to 196 of the 215
state legislators who voted for them; in all five states combined, 19 legislators
who voted for anti-gay amendments lost their seats; only 3 legislators who voted
against these amendments lost their seats; study examined election results in Iowa,
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota, where state legislatures had voted
in 2004 on constitutional amendments seeking to ban marriage between same-sex
couples, and in some cases, any form of partner recognition such as civil unions or
domestic partnerships.   In Iowa, all 7 legislators who voted against the anti-gay
amendment were re-elected, compared to 71% (10 of 14) of those who voted for
it; the Iowa proposed amendment died and never went to voters.  In Minnesota,
98% (40 of 41) of House members who voted against the anti-gay amendment
were re-elected, compared to 86% of those who voted for it; measure died before
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going to voters.  In Michigan, Democrats picked up seats, closing the Republican
majority in the House from 63-46 to 58-52; the amendment failed in the
legislature but a conservative voter group forced it onto the ballot and it passed. 

Jan 2005 US: President Bush tells Washington Post he will not press the Senate to pass a
constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage, he remains opposed to gay
marriage but believes there aren't the votes in the Senate to pass the amendment.
"The point is, is that Senators have made it clear that so long as DOMA is deemed
constitutional, nothing will happen. I'd take that admonition seriously."  Statement
comes days after Democrats call on the President to abandon his push for an
amendment.  Bush said that he didn't think "we should deny people rights to a
civil union [or] a legal arrangement if that's what a state chooses to do."
Within hours of the Post hitting newsstands, Bush aide Dan Bartlett and other
conservatives hit  the TV Sunday talk show circuit to "clarify" the president's
statement, saying the president was only speaking about the reality of getting a
two-thirds vote in the Senate, adding that it doesn't change Bush's position that an
amendment is needed and that " he'll continue to push for an amendment."

Jan 2005 Child Development publishes study using data from the 'Add Health' database, a
national longitudinal study of adolescent health funded by the National 
Institutes of Health, that looked at 44 randomly selected families 
headed by female same-sex couples compared to an same number of families
headed by opposite-sex couples; the personal, family, and school adjustment of
adolescents living with same-sex parents did not differ from that of adolescents
living with opposite-sex parents.

Jan 2005 US:   Washington Post reports syndicated rightwing columnist Maggie Gallagher
was paid over $40,000 by the White House; when she testified before the Senate
in 2003 in support of constitutional ban on gay marriage, she neglected to mention
she was on the Administration's payroll (Dept Health and Human Services,
promoting program touting heterosexual marriage as a means of strengthening
families).  Just months before her subcommittee appearance, she wrote in the
National Review "Polygamy is not worse than gay marriage, it is better."  

Jan 2005 US:  Wal-Mart, nation's largest private employer, adopts a new definition of 
"immediate family" in conflict-of-interest policy, includes same-sex partners
recognized under state law.  Equal responsibility but no equal benefits, though in
2003, Wal-Mart included sexual orientation in its anti-discrimination policy

Jan 2005 CA: lesbian couple sends boys to RC kindergarten of St. John the Baptist School
in Costa Mesa; other parents threaten to pull children from school, seek Vatican
intervention, demand school only accept children of families that follow Catholic
teachings; school officials reject demands. Father Gerald M. Horan,
superintendent of Catholic schools for the Orange diocese: parents' demand is a
"slippery slope" that could lead to the expulsion and ban of children whose
parents divorced, used birth control or married outside the Church President of the
Catholic League for Religious and Civil Rights William Donohue: most important
element to consider is the spiritual welfare of the children in question. "On a
prudential level, it makes no sense to single out kids for retribution whose parents
are gay.  What should be done about kids who were born out-of-wedlock? Should
we expel kids whose parents are cohabiting or are known adulterers?  Priests have
often been asked by morally delinquent parents to baptize their children, and in
most instances the priests have rightfully obliged.  Now just as the priest is in no
way condoning the moral delinquency of the parents, school officials at St. John
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the Baptist are in no way condoning the lifestyle of the gay parents."
Jan 2005 California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, asked by Chronicle whether same-sex

couples should be allowed to marry, says he preferred domestic partnerships: "I
feel most comfortable with the way it is right now.''  Says this may not be the best
time to push gay marriage, saying that a legislative push to fully recognize
marriage rights for gays might backfire.  "Eventually in a few years from now, you
can readdress it again and see what the people of California think.  You cannot
force-feed those kind of things.''

Jan 2005 Florida: US District Judge James S. Moody rules for filings by the Justice
Department that the government has a legitimate interest in allowing states to ban
same-sex marriages, dismisses suit brought against federal DOMA by a Tampa
lesbian couple (MCC minister Nancy Wilson and family marriage counsellor
Paula Schoenwether, together 27 years) married in Massachusetts.  Attorney says
they will not appeal

Jan 2005 Illinois Supreme Court unanimously overturns decision ordering a foster child
("Austin W," 5) removed from the home of his lesbian foster mother Rosemary
Fontaine and her partner and giving guardianship to grandparents (who had been
indicted for abusing him); lower court ruling was appealed by both the foster
mother and state Department of Children and Family Services; child stayed with
his foster mother during appeal.

Jan 2005 Indiana Court of Appeals rules state's defence of marriage act legal, the Indiana
Constitution does not require the governmental recognition of same-sex marriage,
though "the Legislature is certainly free to grant such recognition or create a
parallel institution under that document.''   Three same-sex couples civilly unioned
in Vermont had asked the court to set aside a lower court ruling that upheld the
statute.  In the first inst, Marion County Superior Court Judge S.K. Reid ruled
May 2003 the law "promotes the state's interest in encouraging procreation to
occur in a context where both biological parents are present to raise the child" and
denied a petition to recognize civil unions performed outside the state.   Couples
say they are tired and cannot take up appeal.

Jan 2005 Kansas Senators 28-11 adopt a proposed amendment to the state Constitution to
ban same-sex marriage and prevent the state from allowing civil unions or
granting other legal recognition to gay relationships; measure declares only
couples in a union of one man and one woman will be entitled to benefits
normally associated with marriage. Supporters had one vote more than the
two-thirds majority necessary for adoption in the 40-member chamber, and hope
for a statewide vote April.  Measure now goes to the House; it mirrors one the
Senate approved but the House rejected last year.

Jan 2005 Louisiana Supreme Court unanimously reinstates anti-gay marriage amendment to
the state constitution (overwhelmingly approved by voters in September); reverses
a state district judge's Oct. ruling that it violated a provision of the state
constitution requiring that an amendment cover only one subject.  "Each provision
of the amendment is germane to the single object of defence of marriage and
constitutes an element of the plan advanced to achieve this object.”

Jan 2005 Minnesota: federal judge US District Judge Joan Ericksen dismisses lawsuit filed
by Jack Baker and L. Michael McConnell for a tax refund because they were
legally married; McConnell sought to change his taxpayer status to married, and
claimed a refund of nearly $800 and asked for an order "declaring plaintiff to be a
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full citizen who is lawfully married" in Minnesota (a marriage license in Mankato
County, married before a Methodist minister in St. Paul).  Preciously couple took
to court (8th US Circuit Court of Appeals) asking Veterans Administration to
increase Baker's educational benefits, claiming McConnell was a dependent
spouse; court ruled fundamental issues of joint tax status were the same as those
raised regarding veterans benefits and barred the couple from "relitigating claims
against the IRS”; this formed the basis for Ericksen's ruling

Jan 2005 New York:  Eastchester, one of the first small towns in the state to provide its gay
and lesbian workers with partner benefits, is now the first to take them away
benefits are bargained away by the town's Civil Service Employees Association
and the police union, part of a new contract with Eastchester; town said it needed
to end the benefits program for same-sex partners to save money, but only one
worker, a police officer had been enrolled in it.  The unions reportedly did not
object to removing the provision. Benefits to the police officer on the family
health plan cost the town $6,120 this year.  Under the terms of the pacts the town
will stop offering the benefits in 60 days, except to the officer. Council voted 3 - 2
to accept the contracts.

Jan 2005 NY: protesting the Episcopal Church's refusal to allow same-sex marriages, the
leaders of St. Thomas's Episcopal Church in the stately East Rock section of NY
say they will perform no marriage ceremonies at all.

Jan 2005 Ohio: some attorneys use new state anti-gay marriage law (denies legal status to
unmarried couples) to defend unmarried clients against domestic violence charges
in two cases, the Cuyahoga County public defender's office asks a judge to
dismiss domestic-violence charges against unmarried defendants, arguing that the
charges violate the amendment by affording marriage-like legal status to
unmarried victims who live with the people accused of attacking them.

 Jan 2005 Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski (in his "state-of-the-state" address to a joint session
of the Legislature) calls for civil rights legislation to outlaw discrimination against
gays and lesbians, says he will submit a bill this year to "defend social justice,
tolerance and diversity."  Also supports a proposed bill to legalize civil unions. 
House Majority Leader Wayne Scott (R-Canby) said he would oppose both bills
calling them "unnecessary."

Jan 2005 Oregon: Rep. John Lim (R-Gresham) introduces House Bill 2401 requiring
adoption agencies to give opposite-sex, married couples preference over same-sex
couples or single people (also gives preference to parents living in Oregon;
exceptions include prospective parent who is a birth relative or if the child has
developed attachments to single or same-sex foster parents); Lim says he is not
discriminating against gay or single parents, "I'm considering what's the best
interest of the child or children, and the chance is they will have a better
opportunity to grow up under the circumstances of mom and dad."   Former state
senator Lim says he does not intend to prohibit same-sex parents from adopting
children and his record shows he opposes discrimination.  Department of Human
Services says a grandmother might adopt a child with her adult daughter, the
agency requires all adults living in the same household to adopt the child, so more
than two adults - gay or straight, single or married - can be adoptive parents. 
Spokesp Ledesma: "We couldn't find anything in reliable literature that would
lead us to believe that a practice of adoption of children by couples of the same
gender is contrary to their best interest necessarily."

Jan 2005 Virginia: Delegate Scott Limgamfelter (R-Prince William) author of new
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legislation to amend the state constitution to ban same-sex marriage next session
adds clause to have car license plates display interlocked gold wedding bands
superimposed over a red heart over the legend "Traditional Marriage."

 Jan 2005 Canada: former justice minister Martin Cauchon acknowledges the government
sent the same-sex marriage question to the Supreme Court in the hope of getting
the backing needed to carry the issue through a vote in the House of Commons,
and says, regardless of how Parliament votes, it is "just a matter of time" before
same-sex marriage is legal nationally.

Jan 2005 Canada: Yukon government it will issue marriage licenses to same-sex couples,
but won't require its civic officials to wed them; Saskatchewan and Manitoba
already require marriage commissioners to perform same-sex weddings.  In Sask,
8 marriage commissioners have resigned; Sask Justice Minister Frank Quennell
said the law makes it unconstitutional to deny homosexual couples the right to get
married. And the commissioners were right to resign, there's a waiting list for
people wanting to be commissioners, the jobs have already been filled.  In BC, 12
commissioners quit.

Jan 2005 Canadian Forces approve policy to have military chaplains bless same-sex
marriages (though draft legislation is not requiring chaplains to perform
weddings); those chaplains whose religions do not permit same-sex marriage have
the responsibility to find another member of the clergy to conduct the service
under the guidelines.  Document also outlines process for pre-nuptial counselling
and using the on-base chapel for same-sex ceremonies.  There are about 150
military chaplains who work on bases across the country and overseas.

Jan 2005 Draft legislation on same sex marriage is ready to be introduced in the House of
Commons next month.  Cotler: "I think this is a great exercise in democracy and
should be allowed to play itself out."  Liberals hold 133 of the 308 seats.  Free
vote for Liberals except cabinet ministers.  The 54 Bloc Québécois Mps and the
19 NDPers will likely vote for.  Tories have 99 seats.  December Toronto Star
poll of GTA MPs shows support at 2-1 among the 40 or so Liberals who represent
Toronto-area ridings.
Conservative Party leader Stephen Harper launches party's same-sex advertising
blitz without consulting the members of his caucus; ads to run indefinitely in
ethnic and community newspapers (in languages including Chinese, Italian,
Punjabi, Italian, Greek and Korean) in ridings the party does not hold asking
voters to choose between Mr. Martin, who "wants to impose same-sex marriage,"
and Stephen Harper, who "believes in traditional marriage."  Communications
director Geoff Norquay: "To win the next election, it's no secret that we're going
to have to attract a number of voters who currently vote Liberal.  We believe that
support for the traditional definition of marriage is an issue that can help us do
that."
National Anti-Racism Council of Canada (NARCC), Chair of the Canadian Race
Relations Foundation, and 200 religious, ethnic, racial and labour leaders
denounce campaign; joint statement: "Canadians should be very wary of a
political leader who is willing to switch on and switch off the Charter of Rights. 
Who will be targeted next?"  Avvy Go: "It is offensive for Mr. Harper to suggest
that people of colour are more likely to buy into his outrageous suggestion that
same sex marriage will lead to polygamy."  Mary Woo Sims "The ad campaign
introduced by Stephen Harper and the Conservatives is in our view, divisive;
panders to prejudice; seeks to pit one minority community against another and
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reinforces unfounded, racist stereotypes that visible minorities are intolerant,"
Debbie Douglas : "Mr. Harper has never been a strong advocate for immigrants
and racialized communities.  It is quite disingenuous for Harper to all of a sudden
pretend that he is concerned about the view of these communities with respect to
same-sex marriage,"
PM Martin tells reporters in Beijing he isn't keen to hold an election, but is
prepared to go to the polls over the issue of same-sex marriage.  "It's not my
intention to go into an election.  We want to govern. Am I ready to go into an
election to uphold the Charter of Rights against those who would attack it? The
answer is certainly yes."  Martin later backs off, saying he would only call an
election if Tories win a vote to use the notwithstanding clause.

Jan 2005 Canada: 134 prominent law professors accuse Harper of misleading the public by
suggesting Parliament can outlaw same-sex marriage without invoking the
notwithstanding clause.  "You must be completely honest with Canadians about
the unconstitutionality of your proposal - which will only guarantee that  same-sex
marriage ends up back before the courts, as opposed to being 
resolved by Parliament. ... it leads us to suspect that you are playing politics 
with the Supreme Court and the Charter."  Harper "We have a long history of
introducing legislation contrary to lower-court decisions."

Jan 2005 Cardinal Aloysius Ambrozic, 75, RC archbishop of Toronto (Canada's largest and
most multicultural English-speaking Catholic diocese, 1.4 million adherents),
publishes a letter to PM Martin urging him to maintain marriage as a heterosexual
rite and use the Constitution's notwithstanding clause to override the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms. Or: Canada would be tipped into an uncharted sea fraught
with risks to some of the country's most significant social institutions, such as
public education.  
Justice Minister Irwin Cotler responds: "Rights are rights are rights," invoking the
notwithstanding clause "would really be an acknowledgment by the government
that it is violating rights. ... If we've got 12 prohibited grounds of discrimination
under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, we can't just cherry pick and
say, 'Okay, 11 of those which deal with discrimination on the grounds of race,
religion, national and ethnic origin, gender and the like, they're okay. But when it
comes to sexual orientation, well, we're not going to 
respect that one.'."
United Church Moderator the Right Rev. Dr. Peter Short writes to all MPs to say
not all Christians oppose same-sex marriage, invites them to a parliamentary
February 24 to engage in further discussion; points out “Doctrine is essential to
religious life but it is not the final arbiter, neither of our decisions nor of our hope.
After all, doctrines have been used to 
support slavery, apartheid, and the exclusion of women.  Some will protest that
we must have faith in the Bible, and that the Bible takes an unfavourable view of
intimate same-sex relationship. But I would answer that Christian faith is not an
uncritical repetition of a received text. It is a mindful commitment to the power of
love, to which the text seeks to give witness. ... Changing circumstances and
changing ideas are not the enemy of faith.   ...The General Council of The United
Church of Canada believes that equal marriage is a step on the path to justice,
peace, and the common good.”

Jan 2005 Alberta: Calgary Bishop Fred Henry calls for governments to "proscribe or
curtail" homosexuality, says the government has a duty to suppress public
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expressions of homosexuality; in a pastoral letter read in every church in the
diocese, Henry equates lesbian and gay relationships with prostitution and
pornography:  "Since homosexuality, adultery, prostitution and pornography
undermine the foundations of the family, the basis of society, then the State must
use its coercive power to proscribe or curtail them in the interests of the common
good."   "It is sometimes argued that what we do in the privacy of our home is
nobody's business. While the privacy of the home is undoubtedly sacred, it is not
absolute. Furthermore, an evil act remains an evil act whether it is performed in
public or in private."  In 2003, Henry warned Catholic politicians that they might
not get into heaven if they supported equality for lesbian and gay relationships.
 Anglican bishop of Calgary says he has "a great deal of difficulty" with Henry’s
choice of language.. Assorted academic theologians not a wise choice of words. 
Henry then says if he was rewriting the letter, he would not talk about unleashing
the "coercive power" of the state; says what he had attempted to say was
misunderstood; is amazed by receiving hate mail

Jan 2005 BC:  Deborah Chymyshyn and Tracey Smith go to human rights tribunal over
Catholic men's group refusing to rent them a hall for their wedding reception
(Knights of Columbus in Port Coquitlam in 2003 cancelled the booking after
finding out it was for a same-sex couple).

Jan 2005 CBC reports Sherbrooke University Hospital, Eastern Quebec, has rejected two
lesbian couples from their fertility clinic; one couples has filed a complaint with
the province's Human Rights Commission.  Hospital denies.

Jan 2005 Ontario AG Michael Bryant reports no problems in over 1,000 same-sex
marriages performed in Ontario in 18 months, no registrars resigned or forced
against their will:  "We in Ontario have communities that are reflective of every
part of Canada, and our experience has been there hasn't been any problems in
terms of availability or potential conflicts."

Jan 2005 Cardinal Aloysius Ambrozic, archbishop of Toronto, publicly asks PM Martin to
delay for five years implementing same-sex marriage in Canada to allow for time
to "observe the social experiments now under way in Belgium and the
Netherlands . . .."

 Feb 2005 West Australia: state opposition Liberals campaigning for Feb election say if
elected they will recriminalize male homosexuality, push up the age of consent for
gay males to 18 (16 for everybody else), ban gay adoptions, deny lesbians access
to IVF, and shut the door of the Family Court to separating same-sex couples. 
Liberal leader Barnett says these "are only position statements and not policies,"
written in 2001 after law reform was achieved.  Proposal opposed by the World
Health Organisation, the Australian Medical Association and the Australian
Federation of AIDS Organisations on health grounds alone.  Amnesty
International opposes criminal sanctions; attempts to stigmatise young gays with
punitive measures runs counter to both State and Federal youth suicide prevention
programs.  Barnett says "gay and lesbian people are born that way" and his laws
are to protecting boys from abuse.  Recommendations of the Wood Royal
Commission into Police Corruption found criminalisation was used as a
blackmailer's charter, and is at odds with State, Territory and Federal Police
Commissioners and Attorneys' General, all of whom endorse a national, uniform
criminal code on this matter.

Feb 2005 Russian Supreme Court refuses to recognize same-sex marriage; case of two men
who applied January for a marriage license in Moscow; turned down by
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registration office, they went to court to have the Family Code revised to allow
same-sex marriage.  Court says to grant the men their suit would be making law
rather than interpreting it and under the Russian Constitution it does not have the
power to change laws.  Couple ( Eduard Murzin, a Bashkiria regional State
Assembly deputy, and Eduard Mishin, head of "Together" LGBT centre and the
editor of web newspaper Gay.ru) say they will appeal the Supreme Court's ruling
in the International Human Rights Court in Strasbourg.  Murzin is heterosexual
and making a point

Feb 2005 Czech Republic: gay civil union bill, similar package to the UK's civil
partnerships legislation (inheritance, next of kin, no adoption), fails to pass by one
vote; fourth rejected bill proposing to offer more equality to lesbian and gay
people.

Feb 2005 Switzerland: 7% of the same-sex couples registered as domestic partners in
Geneva have "divorced" - about the same percentage as straight registered
couples; 215 gay and 54 heterosexual couples have registered under Geneva's
partnership law since it came into force May 2001.  (Divorce acquired by a letter
to the chancellery signed by both partners or a letter from only one partner, then in
60 days the relationship is ended.)  Partner law is mostly symbolic, does not
include property rights.  A similar registry was opened in Zurich in 2003. 

Feb 2005 Rome: Pope publishes new book Memory and Identity, philosophical and intricate
work on the nature of good and evil, in which he denounces everything, incl gay
marriage (“It is legitimate and necessary to ask oneself if this is not perhaps part
of a new ideology of evil, perhaps more insidious and hidden, which attempts to
pit human rights against the family and against man”), abortion ("legal
extermination" comparable to Holocaust), etc.

Feb 2005 Italian Communist Party calls for the legalization of same-sex marriage and
protections for sexual orientation to be included in the Constitution; CP is a
member of the centre-left Union, the opposition in Italy's parliament. CP wants
gay marriage rights to be part of the Union's platform in the next general election. 
Parts of the Union oppose gay marriage, including leader Romano Prodi.

Feb 2005 Germany: Bavaria launches legal challenge to federal law which allows partners
in same-sex relationships to adopt each other's children (but not full rights to
adopt children) approved by lower house last October.  Bavarian Premier Edmund
Stoiber: the law is not in the best interests of Germany's children, adds the
challenge is not "anti-gay" and stresses "the discrimination of homosexual couples
should be consigned to history," but his party is opposed to granting same-sex
couples equality with heterosexual relationships.  Adoption law is still waiting for
final approval in the upper house.

Feb 2005 Sweden: government sets up cross-party task force to produce a report on gay
marriage and the types of weddings that should be available to homosexual
couples, also look at the role of the religious community.  Govt seeks input from
parliamentary reps and religious communities but not gays.

Feb 2005 UK: Crown Prosecution Service publishes guidelines to ensure the prosecution of
domestic violence perpetrators, including those in same-sex relationships; new
laws come into force from April this year, after passing parliament last year;
guidelines cover revised policies and include a training programme for
prosecuting cases more effectively; emphasis will be placed on "more effective
evidence-gathering, safer bail conditions and practical guidance on how to
proceed if a victim withdraws support for the case" (responsibility for pressing
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charges is transferred to the CPS).  16% of all violent crime is domestic violence. 
The Domestic Violence Crime and Victims Act 2004 is the first time that lesbian
and gay couples have been specifically included in legislation intended to curb
violence in the home; it allows same-sex couples to obtain restraining orders for
the first time.

Feb 2005 UK:  the RAF, the army and the Royal Navy will now let same-sex couples stay in
family quarters provided their relationships are registered under the new Civil
Partnership Act as of this autumn; the navy's existing no-sex policy will remain in
place on ships and at naval bases for both homosexual and heterosexual staff. 

Feb 2005 UK: government says same-sex partnerships will begin December 5 when couples
will be able to notify the register office at their local council that they intend to
form civil partnerships; after a 15-day waiting period, they will sign an official
partnership document in front of witnesses.   Benefits include partner pensions
rights, next-of-kin status; exemption from inheritance tax on partner's home; also
requires partners to provide maintenance for each other and any children in the
case of a break-up.  Partners will be able to dissolve the agreement in a form of
divorce settlement.  Officials at the Department of Trade and Industry estimate
there will be more than 42,000 same-sex partnership agreements in place by 2050. 
  See www.womenandequalityunit.gov.uk

Feb 2005 UK: Anglican leaders (35 primates present from the 38 national churches) finish
meeting in Ireland,  asks US Episcopal Church and the Anglican Church of
Canada to justify their positions on gay unions and gay priests in Nottingham in
June, call on them to withdraw from the Anglican Consultative Council until the
next Lambeth Conference (2008), ask them “to use their best influence to
persuade their brothers and sisters to exercise a moratorium on public rites of
blessing for same-sex unions and on the consecration of any bishop living in a
sexual relationship outside Christian marriage.”  ACC is a liaison body, with
members drawn from each province or member church; to step down means a
church is no longer a full member of the Anglican family.  Bishops also talked
about issues, including HIV/Aids and poverty.

Feb 2005 USA: in the State of the Union speech, Bush renews call for a constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriage.  "So many of my generation, after a long
journey, have come home to family and faith, and are determined to bring up
responsible, moral children. Government is not the source of these values, but
government should never undermine them.  Because marriage is a sacred
institution and the foundation of society, it should not be re-defined by activist
judges. For the good of families, children, and society, I support a constitutional
amendment to protect the institution of marriage."

Feb 2005 Gay and Lesbian Medical Association (GLMA) issues statement correcting
President Bush who told NY Times Jan. 27 "Studies have shown that the ideal is
where a child is raised in a married family with a man and a woman." GLMA pres
Dr Tro Do: "The President is clearly wrong. There simply is no legitimate
evidence to indicate that growing up with gay or lesbian parents is in any way bad
for kids." Do adds that  in 2002 both the American Academy of Pediatrics and the
American Academy of Family Physicians endorsed policy statements affirming
same-sex parenting in which they recommended - in the best interests of children -
that physicians advocate for the rights of same-sex couples to adopt their partner's
children.

Feb 2005 US: White houses pushes trad marriage to the point of banning Camilla Parker
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Bowles because she is a divorcee.  Bush tells palace aides it is "inappropriate" for
him to be play host to the newly-weds.  The mooted trip of Charles and Camilla
was being portrayed as a "trade mission" and Charles and Camilla were expected
to dine with Mr Bush and his wife Laura at the White House.

Feb 2005 Alabama: first bill passed in Senate 35-0 and House 85-7 in the new legislative
session is a constitutional amendment (both bills the same) banning same-sex
marriage  Senate’s version now goes to the House; either House or Senate will
have to pass the other chamber's version before the constitutional amendment can
go before voters in a statewide referendum.  Alabama has a 1988 law banning gay
marriages

Feb 2005 Connecticut: Judiciary Committee votes 25-13  for civil-union bill which gives
gay couples many of the same state rights as married heterosexuals; bill still needs
approval from the full legislature and the governor's signature.

Feb 2005 South Dakota: bill to ban gay marriage passes 55-14; state law already defines
marriage as a union of one man and one woman (passed 1996, first state to pass a
so-Defence of Marriage Act.  New amendment: "Only marriage between a man
and a woman shall be valid or recognized in South Dakota.  The uniting of two or
more persons in a civil union, domestic partnership, or other quasi-marital
relationship shall not be valid or recognized."  Now goes to Senate, then to voters.

Feb 2005 Florida: West Palm Beach joins Key West, Broward County, and Miami Beach in
recognizing same-sex relationships; commissioners vote unanimously to approve
a domestic partner registry, goes into effect Feb. 24 (hospital visit rights, medical
decisions if one incapacitated, funeral and burial arrangements, notified during
emergencies, guardian if partner is incapacitated).  Registry also for unmarried
straight couples, those living in West Palm, also people visiting the community
who have registered in other areas. 

Feb 2005 Florida: Senator Nan Rich tables bill to allow gay people to adopt children under
certain circumstances, amending Florida's 1977 law that bans gay people from
adopting; new bill would let judges could grant adoptions if they thought a
permanent placement with gay foster parents is more important to child than a
temporary placement.  Senator Rich says the plan is in the best interests of
children who have long-standing relationships with their gay foster parents and
consider them to be their parents. 

Feb 2005 Idaho: proposed state constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage and civil
unions (adding clause marriage consists of a union between a man and a woman) 
fails to get the required two-third majority, vote goes 14-21.

Feb 2005  Indiana:  Court of Appeals Judge John Baker rules lesbian who adopted partner’s
biological children must pay child support after they split up; 

Feb 2005 Massachusetts: Bay State Poll, taken for the Eagle-Tribune, finds most people in
MA have grown comfortable with same-sex marriage and 52% do not want to see
the anti-gay-marriage amendment on the ballot.  Despite heavy lobbying by the
Catholic Church, the Catholic vote was split; 85% of Jewish voters oppose putting
an amendment on the ballot; 71% of atheists and agnostics 71.4 percent were
opposed to a vote on banning same-sex marriage.  Newer residents to the state and
Republicans were more eager to see the issue on the ballot.

Feb 2005 Massachusetts: in April the state's highest court will hear oral arguments in
challenge to same-sex marriage ruling; legislature passed the amendment March
2004  (must be approved again this session before going to voters in 2006).   Vote
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on contentious state constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage expected this
spring now put off to fall; Senate President Robert E. Travaglini (D-Boston) says
there are more important issues facing the legislature.  Constitutional Convention
- a joint meeting of the House and Senate - will now likely be held in the fall.

Feb 2005 Massachusetts:  state attorney general Thomas Reilly, an unannounced
Democratic candidate for governor, played a key role in state efforts to fight the
legalization of gay marriage a year ago, now says he favours same-sex marriage
and will oppose any efforts to ban it.  "Once rights are given, they should not be
taken away."

Feb 2005 New Mexico: House Consumer and Public Affairs Committee rejects bill to bar
same-sex couples from marrying in New Mexico, effectively kills the measure
from advancing in this session.  A similar measure is still in the Senate where it is
expected to pass and could then be sent to the House.

Feb 2005 New York State Supreme Court Judge Doris Ling-Cohan rules NY State
Constitution guarantees basic freedoms to lesbian and gay people, and those rights
are violated when same-sex couples are not allowed to marry, state Constitution
requires same-sex couples to have equal access to marriage, words “husband,”
“wife,” “groom” and “bride”' must be “construed to mean ‘spouse’”  and personal
pronouns in the law “shall be construed to apply equally to either men or women,”
and New York City must give marriage licenses to 5 couples (incl. Jo-Ann Shain,
51, and partner, Mary Jo Kennedy, 49, 23 years together; Daniel Hernandez, 46,
and Nevin Cohen, 42, 6 years) bringing case (rep by Lambda Legal, filed March
2004 in Manhattan).  Stays ruling 30 days in case of appeal.   Judge: "Simply put,
marriage is viewed by society as the utmost expression of a couple's commitment
and love. Plaintiffs may now seek this ultimate expression through a civil
marriage."  
Two days later mayor Michael Bloomberg appeals - for our own good; says while
he believes such marriages should be permitted, "If we did not appeal this I think
we would have chaos in this city. What you do not want to have is a repetition of
California, when many people for a month were misled into thinking they could
get the union they so much wanted. ... Their great joy was snatched away.”  Mayor
says the only way to avoid this is to allow the state's highest court to rule. 

Feb 2005 NY: Albany court rules marriage is not a fundamental right; two couples (Elissa
Kane and Lynne Lekakis, Robert Barnes and George Jurgastis) married 2004 by a
Unitarian Universalist minister in Albany were refused marriage licenses by the
Albany City Clerk's office; sued Albany and the state Health Department,
claiming Domestic Relations Law is gender neutral and marriages without
licenses are still legally binding.  Justice E. Michael Kavanagh rules state law
doesn't specifically bar giving marriage licenses to same-sex couples; it just
requires two people to be of age and legally competent; but "the statute is replete
with other references ... that this was, in fact, the intent that marriage be reserved
for couples of the opposite sex."  

Feb 2005 NY: 56 clergy statewide (American Baptist, Episcopal, Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America, Jewish Reform, United Methodist Church, Presbyterian,
United Church of Christ, Buddhist, Metropolitan Community Church, and
Unitarian Universalist) issue an open letter supporting same-sex civil marriage.

Feb 2005 New York State judge Robert C. Mulvey rules same-sex marriage the prerogative
of the legislature not the courts, dismisses challenge by 25 same-sex couples to
the state's gay marriage ban. "Social perceptions of same-sex civil contracts may
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change over time, and every group has the right to persuade its fellow citizens that
its view of such matters is the best.  If that day comes, it is within the province of
the Legislature to so act."

Feb 2005 New York: ACLU files discrimination lawsuit on behalf of a Utica lesbian couple
kicked out of Charles T. Sitrin Health Care Centre though Louise Bizzari, 55,
suffers from severe osteoarthritis and other medical conditions and needs to use
the pool to avoid losing her leg.  She applied to the Director of Clinical
Rehabilitation Services to participate in an aquatic therapy program; on learning
she intended to pay for the program through domestic partner insurance from
female partner, director said the centre wouldn’t accept her insurance; Bizzari
offered to pay out of her own pocket and was told there were no programs at the
Sitrin centre suitable for her.  Bizzari’s partner Barbara Hackett found a program
at centre uses the rehab pool evenings and Saturday mornings; Bizzari and
Hackett signed up for the family plan ($45/mo) in the summer 2004.  Director
found out and barred them in January.

Feb 2005 Ohio: in case of Darnell Forte, 30, accused of slapping his live-in girlfriend. 
Judge rules new state anti-gay marriage law (denies legal status to unmarried
couples) irrelevant since charge filed before law passed (see jan 05); Cuyahoga
County public defender's office had asked judge to dismiss chargesOhio judge has
passed over a chance of rule on Ohio's constitutional amendment banning gay
marriage in a case where a man was using the ban to fight a charge of domestic
violence.

Feb 2005 Rhode Island:  RI AG Patrick Lynch says the state will honour same-sex unions
performed elsewhere unless they are contrary to the “strong public policy” of the
state; Tiverton school committee votes to grant health care benefits to the spouses
of gay and lesbian employees legally married in Massachusetts.  Lynch will
respond on a case-by-case basis because there is no clear statement of public
policy from the courts or the Legislature.

Feb 2005 Utah: after writing ban on gay marriage into the state constitution, Utah legislators
(overwhelmingly Republican and Mormon) worry the provisions, taken literally,
could deny hospital visitation or survivor's property rights to children being
brought up by grandparents, or senior citizens who live together but do not marry
for financial reasons, or siblings living in the same household.  State's Republican
attorney general had warned the amendment went too far but Utah voters ratified
it 66% in November.  Now Utah Senate votes 15-10 for the Mutual Dependence
Benefits Contract law to give back to adults who live together but are ineligible to
marry (incl. same-sex couples) some of the rights of husband and wife, create a
state domestic-partner registry that would allow unmarried couples reciprocal
property and health care rights and to bury one another at death.

Feb 2005 Virginia:  bill introduced by Del. Richard H. Black (R-Loudoun) to prevent gays
and lesbians from adopting or fostering (“not intended to restrict anyone's rights”
but to preserve the tradition of husbands and wives as preferred parents upsets
House Health, Welfare and Institutions Committee (tone) which changed it so it
does not include an outright ban on gay adoption but leaves the decision to social
services agencies, says agencies may take into account sexual orientation and also
whether a couple is married or living together in deciding whether a home is
suitable for an adoptable child..
House of Delegates passes bill 71-24 only after many anti-gay provisions deleted
(decisions would have been left to social services agencies). Senate Courts of
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Justice Committee rejects bill, so it will not get to the Senate floor for a vote.
Feb 2005 Virginia: House of Delegates 79-17 and Senate 30-10 pass the final version of

state constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage; measure must be approved
again by the Legislature next year and ratified by voters in the 2006 general
election .  
House of Delegates passes bill to allow private companies to offer health
insurance to employees' domestic partners; still needs Senate approval

Feb 2005 Virginia's Senate votes 30-10  for Senate Joint Resolution 337, an amendment to
the state constitution to ban same-sex marriage.  Sponsor, Sen. Stephen D.
Newman (R-Lynchburg) said protecting traditional is nothing like Nazism  Sen.
Kenneth Cuccinelli (R-Fairfax County) said there was nothing wrong with
discriminating against gays.
House of Delegates 78-18 passes a proposed constitutional ban on same-sex
marriage, rejecting an amendment by Del. James M. Scott (D-Fairfax County) that
left the marriage ban intact but eliminates provisions banning civil unions or
contractual agreements between two people of the same sex that approximate the
privileges of marriage.
The two versions of the amendment must still be combined into a single bill and
passed by both houses before going to voters.

Feb 2005 Virginia: bill to have V license plates promote heterosexual marriage passed
House earlier this month and was headed for a Senate vote when Del. Scott
Limgamfelter (R-Prince William) decided to pull the legislation, saying recent
passage in both the House of Delegates and the Senate of a constitutional
amendment to prohibit same-sex marriage accomplished the task.  The special
issue plates would have had interlocking gold wedding bands superimposed over
a red heart and the phrase "Traditional Marriage."

Feb 2005 Virginia: Rev. Debra Peevey, Journey of the Heart Ministries in Reston, delivers
invocation to open Friday’s House of Delegates floor session; in her prayer,
Peevey mentions legislation passed by the House this year to ban same-sex
marriage and make it difficult for gays to adopt children: “Holy One, convince
those who are using their power not to lead or to guide but to harm the gay and
lesbian citizens, a small minority in this commonwealth,” Delegates a bit rattled.

Feb 2005 Washington Court of Appeals upholds lower court ruling that same-sex couples
are subject to the same principles as married couples in disputes over joint assets
when they break up; Dr Julia Robertson and nurse Linda Gormley split in 2003
after 10 years; November 2004 Superior Court Judge Heather Van Nuys ruled that
the couple's relationship was "sufficiently marriage-like to provide equitable
relief,"calling the relationship an "intimate domestic partnership," allowing both
women the same property rights given to a husband and wife in a divorce: must
divide assets equally -- a decision that amounted to a divorce in a state that does
not recognize same-sex marriage.  Washington has a Defense of Marriage Act.

Feb 2005 Washington: judge awards $6,150 to a Spokane woman Roseanne Day  in dispute
over property Linda Kelsh bought during their 11-year relationship and sold after
they separated December 2002.Day had asked for $35,000; retired Spokane
County Superior Court Judge Harold Clarke said Kelsh bore the majority of
household costs during the couple's "meretricious" or marriage-like relationship;
Day sued for half the proceeds of undeveloped land the couple acquired in 1990
on Long Lake (aka Lake Spokane) but Clarke found that Day's property interest
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was overwhelmed by Kelsh's contributions to the household.  Day is a teacher and
Kelsh owns a mall popcorn and candy store.  Case is believed to be the first in
Spokane County to put a gay couple on the same footing as other unmarried
couples.  Clarke's finding made possible by the a February 2004 Washington
Court of Appeals ruling.  For marriage rules to extend to unmarried people, a
court must find that the couple intended to assume the marital roles legally denied
to gays; one standard is the pooling of assets, and Clarke found there was little of
that in the two women's relationship.  Day moved into Kelsh's home; Kelsh paid
the down payment on the lakefront property; only Kelsh's name appeared on the
deeds and mortgages for either property; Kelsh paid 80% of the $10,000 cost of an
MA that enabled Day to obtain full-time work about the time she and Kelsh
separated.  Day had worked only part-time as a teacher and had little income while
living with Kelsh.

Feb 2005 Canada: Government introduces Bill C-38, An Act respecting certain aspects of
legal capacity for marriage for civil purposes (Civil Marriage Act) in Commons;
The bill includes amendments to 8 federal laws: the Canada Business
Corporations Act, Canada Cooperatives Act, Civilian War-related Benefits Act,
Divorce Act, Federal Law and Civil Law of the Province of Quebec Act, Income
Tax Act, Marriage (Prohibited Degrees) Act, and Modernization of Benefits and
Obligations Act (to ensure the equal treatment of opposite-sex and same-sex
married couples).  Bill includes two refs to religious protection, one in the
preamble.
The bill will now go to second reading in the Commons and then will be  referred
to a committee for debate and discussion before third reading  and a vote. Globe
and Mail poll finds 139 MPs will vote for of the bill; it needs the support of at
least 154 MPs.  118 are strongly against; 49 are undecided or won’t say.
Tory justice critic Vic Toews said his party would like to introduce amendments
that would allow for the traditional definition of marriage to remain intact while
not detracting from the rights and benefits of same-sex couples but will not fight
to use the notwithstanding clause to override  the Charter.  If Tories form the next
government, they believe the same-sex  marriage issue must be decided by a free
vote.
Harper says Tories (if elected) would not hold a referendum on same-sex marriage
until he had a solid mandate to do so.  A COMPAS Inc. Poll conducted for Global
National and the National Post found a majority of Canadians would like to see a
referendum held on gay marriage.  Justice Minister Irwin Cotler:  "I don't think a
referendum is the way to go to protect minority rights," citing a referendum held
in the early 1900s on whether women should have the right to vote.  "We would
not have given them the right to vote if we had had a referendum before they got
the right to vote" - minority rights should not be decided by the majority.

Feb 2005 Debate on Bill C-38 begins; Harper introduces amendment to reverse the act by
specifying marriage must continue to be defined as a union between one man and
one woman to the exclusion of all others (“the real Canadian way") which he says
won’t require the notwithstanding clause; Cotler says it will and described
Harper's version of the Supreme Court opinion as "inconsistent with the facts." 
Harper: "Same-sex marriage is not a human right.”  Blasted by Canadian Race
Relations Foundation, National Association of Japanese Canadians ( for using
internment of Japanese 
Canadians an example of Liberal human rights violations).
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Newfoundland premier Danny Williams: "From a personal perspective, I actually
support gay marriages.  I practised law for over 30 years and championed social
justice and believed in minority rights and believed in the rights and freedoms of
individuals under our Charter of Rights.''   Williams said he would not impose his
opinions on his provincial caucus and believes the federal leader shouldn't either;
adds the outcome of the debate in Ottawa has no bearing in his province, since the
Newfoundland Supreme Court has ruled a ban on gay marriage violates the
Charter of Rights.

Feb 2005 Canada: SES Research Poll finds 46% against, 45 % for gay marriage, 5% think
it’s not that simple, 4% dk; 54% think MPs’ vote should reflect the views in their
riding, 22% think MP should vote on personal views, 16% party position; 53%
would not, 42% would vote against their MP if their views differed (5% dk).

Feb 2005 Muslim Canadian Congress endorses same-sex marriage bill; urges Muslims and
other minority groups to stand in solidarity with gays and lesbians, support
minority rights and the Charter, reject racist Tory campaign. "It is incumbent upon
us, as a minority, to stand up in solidarity with Canada's gays and lesbians despite
the fact that many in our community believe our religion does not condone
homosexuality.  CTS-TV show, The Muslim Chronicle, criticizes fear-mongering
started by some religious institutions against same-sex marriage.

Feb 2005 Montreal Gazette reports the US HQ of Knights of Columbus paid $80,782 to
print 2 million postcards to promote discrimination in Canada, through Canadian
Catholic parishes enlisted to fight marriage equality.  Focus on  the Family led by
US fundamentalist James Dobson, paid for radio programming on 130 radio
stations across Canada and “supplies hundreds of thousands of dollars a year in
services" helping the Canadian branch attempt, ineffectually, to undermine the
progress of same-sex marriage in this country.  Justice Minister Irwin Cotler says
he's looking into the situation. "We don't want the public opinion to get mortgaged
to the highest bidder."

Feb 2005 Catholic New Times editorial says CNT cannot reach consensus ourselves gay
marriage, expresses concern over the church's teaching on homosexuality (“out of
touch with growing scientific evidence on the nature of homosexuality itself” ...
“natural presence of homosexuals as part of the human family probably since time
immemorial, a reflection of the extraordinary delightful divine diversity seen in
other parts of creation”).

Feb 2005 Canada: Famous Players cinemas (Canada's largest movie-theatre chain) refuse to
pull 10-second on-screen ad ("still" slide says "I Do" is the same whether you're
gay or straight and urges theatre patrons to let their MPs know "you support
Canada's Charter of Rights and Freedoms.") in support of marriage rights for gays
and lesbians; Charles McVety, head of the Canada Family Action Coalition
(organizing lobbying as Defend Marriage Coalition): it is "shocking" that theatres
are running an ad for a "pet cause." The ads were donated by Salah Bachir,
president of Famous  Players Media, a separate company, to Canadians for Equal
Marriage, a  pro-same-sex marriage group.  McV: "It's one thing if an outside
entity rents ads. ... For unsuspecting families who are accosted by same-sex
marriage promotion, when all they're doing is going to see a movie, is
unconscionable." Nuria Bronfman, a spokesperson for the theatre company (79
theatres across Canada): "It's not a public service announcement, it was paid for."
Famous Players then caves in, will no longer run "issue-driven advertising" in its
79 theatres, after staff receive death  threats and rightwing groups boycott theatres. 
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 Brian Rushfeldt, Family Action Coalition ED says FP only dropped the ads when
they were set to  run out anyway.  Bronfman for FP says anti-smoking messages
and ads for furriers have also incited complaints; some of the opposing groups
believed the ads were free public service notices and asked for free airtime but
when they found out the advertising was paid-for, "no one pulled out a
chequebook"

Feb 2005 Canada: EKOS Research Associates finds 59% of Canadians comfortable with
same-sex marriage; 42% support the federal marriage bill (Quebec 52% for); 40%
oppose gay marriage (Alberta 50% against); 17% don't care one way or the other.  
Last year when the government announced the marriage bill, 36% were for, 42%
against.  Numbers indicate voters opposed to gay marriage are not likely to reject
the Liberals in the next election.
Another EKOS survey shows if an election were held now, Liberals would be
returned with a majority.
Government strikes legislative committee to study C-38, the Civil Marriage Bill;
unlike regular 12-member House committees, it will have 13 members: Liberals
Don Boudria, Françoise Boivin, Paul Macklin, Anita Neville, and Michael
Savage; Tories Rona Ambrose, Gord Brown, Rob Moore, and Vic Toews; BQ
Richard Marceau and Réal Ménard; NDP Bill Sisksay; Speaker selects chair
Liberal MP Marcel Proulx.

Feb 2005 Catholic Bishops of Canada write to Martin demanding a free vote for cabinet
ministers, denouncing gay marriage.

Feb 2005 Canada: after Calgary MP Jason Kenney tells Brampton, Ont., meeting of  Punjabi
Press Club (12 Punjabi newspapers) gays have every right to marry whoever they
want - as long as it isn't someone of the same sex, Harper orders Tory MPs must
submit their remarks to him before speaking in the House.

Feb 2005 Nwfld: 7 of the 67 marriage commissioners licensed by Newfoundland tendered
their resignations by a Jan. 31 deadline (new law critics say civic officials have no
protection since the licensing of marriage commissioners falls under provincial
jurisdiction).

Feb 2005 Ontario AG Michael Bryant tables bill to amend 73 Ontario statutes containing
the terms: spouse, spousal, marriage, marital, husband, wife, widow and widower;
bill removes reference to gender and gender-specific language from Ontario
definitions of spousal terms, marital and common-law; also amends Ontario's
Marriage Act and Human Rights Code to say no one must perform or host a
marriage ceremony if it goes against their religious beliefs.

Feb 2005 Ontario Attorney General Michael Bryant says Ontario will change some 170 laws
and regulations to redefine the word "spouse" to comply with the Supreme Court
of Canada's ruling clearing the way for same-sex marriages.  MB: "We would
have done it six months ago, except that the Supreme Court of Canada reference
had an added question of whether or not the Ontario case law was basically
correct."  Says bill will have a freedom of religion component that deals with the
performance of ceremonies, and with the management of “sacred property”
(would allow church halls to refuse to host a reception for a gay wedding).  Says
no need to offer similar protections to municipal officials who perform marriages
in Ontario since there have been no reports of anyone being forced to perform a
marriage against their will after more than 1,000 same-sex weddings in the past 18
months.
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Bill passes quickly.  Some Tories want recorded vote, but vote is not recorded. 
Bill passes on voice vote; only 27 of 72 Liberals bother to show up.  Ontario's new
Conservative leader John Tory is for same-sex though the majority of 
his caucus is not.
Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops supports the bill; though it opposes the
Ontario court decision which redefined marriage, it also “commends Premier
Dalton McGuinty and his government for proposing this legislation" for its
religious protection.  Presbyterian Rev. Tristan Emmanuel, ED of Equipping
Christians for the Public Square: "It's not about protecting ourselves as
individuals, not about protecting our collection baskets or buildings, it's about
defending a sacred institution," adds he is encouraged by the  Pope's calling gay
marriage part of an "ideology of evil."  Evangelical Fellowship of Canada: "The
EFC welcomes the protection for religious freedom in Ontario Bill 171 ...
However, the EFC is concerned that the purpose of this omnibus bill is to
recognize in Ontario law the redefinition of marriage," adds bill fails to protect
religious rights of civil officials on marriage.

Feb 2005 Elementary Teachers of Toronto passed a motion to lobby MPs in support of the
proposed federal legislation; Elementary Teachers Federation of Ontario supports
legislation.

March 2005 Israel: Attorney General Menachem Mazuz says the National Insurance Institute
must pay survivor benefits to same-sex partners, instruction in response to a
lawsuit filed by Giora Raz in the Tel Aviv Labour Court against the NII to
recognize him as a widower entitled to survivor's benefits following the death of
his 23-year partner.

March 2005 Israel: two gay couples (Yossi Ben-Ari and Lorn Shomen, whose marriage
certificate was approved by the Canadian Foreign Ministry, the Canadian embassy
in Israel, and the Israeli consul in Toronto; Yosef Bar-Lev and Yaron Lahav,
married in Canada May 2003) married in Toronto, petition the High Court of
Justice, asking that the Interior Ministry recognize their union, arguing the Interior
Ministry's refusal to recognize their marriage violates their rights to equal
treatment and family life, and is based on "the outlook of a homophobic society." 

March 2005 Australia: Michelle Turner, 32, barred from getting help in the Northern Territory,
made four trips to a Sydney fertility clinic in Sydney, spending$16,000 (now
pregnant with twins); she and her partner Helen Turner, 29, could not use
Repromed at Darwin Private Hospital because it is Territory Government policy
not to allow same-sex couples or single women access to fertility treatment, only
to heterosexual couples who have been unable to conceive for 12 months.  Health
Minister Dr Peter Toyne says changing the policy not a government priority.

March 2005 Australia: RC Church in South Australia supports a Statute Amendment
(Relationships) Bill giving gay and lesbian couples access to the rights enjoyed by
heterosexual couples (equal rights in areas such as property, inheritance,
superannuation and medical laws); Catholic Archbishop Philip Wilson say its "so
that people can be properly protected in their rights." ...  "We clearly regard
marriage as being a unique type of relationship ... but at the same time we
recognise the fact that there are people in society who live in other kinds of
relationships ... It seems to me that it's possible to (give same-sex couples equal
rights) by defining the terms clearly and making sure . . . we don't use ambiguous
terms in the legislation."  Bill also supported by Presbyterian Church Minister
Stefan Stucki yesterday, who also wanted to protect the union of marriage. 
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Assemblies of God and Pray SA argue strongly against.
March 2005 Honduras' National Assembly unanimously approves constitutional amendment

prohibiting gay marriage and adoptions by same-sex couples and banning
recognition of same-sex marriages or unions from other countries, just months
after the government formally recognizes several gay civil rights groups,

March 2005 Holland: majority (coalition of three parties - the leading opposition Labour Party,
the free-market liberal VVD and Democrats 66 - which hold a slim majority of the
150-seat house) of Dutch lawmakers present a bill to legalise the adoption of
foreign children by gay couples; adoption of Dutch children by gay couples has
been possible since same-sex marriage was legalised in the Netherlands in
September 2000

 March 2005 Sweden: legislators are due to amend a law which would legalise fertilisation
treatment for lesbian couples; new provision expected to pass easily before
coming into force in July, will be available to lesbian couples joined in civil
partnerships.  After the child is born, both women would be regarded as its
mother.

March 2005 Greece: quasi-government agency National Human Rights Committee reports to
Greek  Justice Ministry, proposes a domestic partnership registry (civil unions
covering rights areas of pensions, inheritance and property) for straights and gays
and “the legal recognition of a real symbiotic relationship between homosexuals”
but not same-sex marriage or adoption.\

March 2005 USA: amendment to the US constitution to ban same-sex marriage and prevent
states being forced to recognize gay marriages performed elsewhere is
reintroduced in the House by Rep. Rep. Dan Lungren (R-Calif.); reads "Marriage
in the United States Shall consist only of a legal union of a man and a woman.  No
court of the United States or of any State shall have jurisdiction to determine
whether this Constitution or the constitution of any State requires that the legal
incidents of marriage be conferred upon any union other than a legal union
between one man and one woman. No State shall be required to give effect to any
public act, record, or judicial proceeding of any other State concerning a union
between persons of the same sex that is treated as a marriage, or as having the
legal incidents of marriage, under the laws of such other State."

March 2005 NGLTF Policy Institute releases report "Lesbians Are Women Too," a set of fact
sheets (based on 2000 census data) observing Women's History Month: Black and
Hispanic/Latino female same-sex households are as likely to raise foster or
adopted children, but earn considerably less than married, opposite-sex Black and
Hispanic/Latino households; black female same-sex households are raising
children at similar rates to black married opposite-sex households (61% vs. 69%);
black women with same-sex partners serve in the military at 11 times the rate of
women in general (11% vs. 1%); Hispanic/Latina female same-sex households are
raising foster or adopted children at rates similar to Hispanic/Latino opposite-sex
married households (3% vs. 4%); Hispanic/Latina female same-sex households
earn an annual median income 11% less than Hispanic/Latina married
opposite-sex households ($40,000 vs. $44,420); Asian Pacific American lesbian,
bisexual and transgender women rank hate violence/harassment (52%),
immigration (38%), and marriage/domestic partnership (30%) as the most
important issues facing the Asian Pacific American LGBT community; 76% of
Asian Pacific American lesbian, bisexual and transgender women surveyed
believe racism exists within the white LGBT community; 94% Asian Pacific



CLGRO, the Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario: The Spousal Collection III

20

American women believe that homophobia and/or transphobia is a problem within
the Asian Pacific American community (94%). 
www.thetaskforce.org/downloads/WHM031605.pdf.

March 2005 Alabama: bill filed to bar single gays and lesbians from adopting children;
same-sex couples already barred under Marriage Protection Act.

March 2005 California: San Francisco County Superior Court Judge Richard Kramer (Catholic
Republican) rules state ban on gay marriage unconstitutional, says the state could
no longer justify limiting marriage to a man and a woman.  “"It appears that no
rational purpose exists for limiting marriage in this state to opposite-sex partners.  
The state's protracted denial of equal protection cannot be justified simply because
such constitutional violation has become traditional.”  Lawsuits brought by the
city of San Francisco and a dozen same-sex couples last March.  A week passes,
then Kramer stays his ruling pending the outcome of anticipated appeals.

March 2005 California: new domestic partner registry for gay and lesbian couples still has
uncertainty over taxes and financial obligations; included are community property,
mutual responsibility for debt, parenting rights including obligations for custody
and support, and the ability to claim a partner’s body after death; not spelled out
are community property on breakup, what happens to mutual responsibility for
debt or parenting rights if one partner files for welfare? Not included are joint
filing for state taxes and certain other protections under state law.  A month before
the new registry began 1,188 couples dissolved their domestic partnerships; over
2,500 broke off legal ties last year, compared with 733 the year before.

March 2005 Connecticut: Appropriations Committee votes 30-15 (10 absent) for bill to allow
civil unions in Connecticut; one report prepared by legislature's nonpartisan
Office of Fiscal Analysis, says that civil unions would cost the state $1 million a
year in lost tax revenue and cost municipalities another $1.5 million a year for
health insurance, pensions and other benefits for town and city workers who enter
into civil unions; a second report, by an economist Lee Badgett, U of
Massachusetts, says tax revenue loss would be offset by revenue increases such as
sales taxes paid for wedding services and Connecticut would actually gain about
$2 million if Connecticut decides to allow civil unions - if the state allowed gays
couples to marry the benefit would be about $3 million.  Bill has already passed
the Judiciary Committee and will be sent to the Finance Revenue and Bonding
Committee before facing a Senate vote.  It has the support of Gov. M. Jodi Rell.

March 2995 Connecticut lesbian couple (Anita Ann Albanese and "Lane") married in
Provincetown before Massachusetts made it illegal to issue a marriage license to
people who could not legally marry in their own state; the marriage is null but
remains on the books and could be legalized if a court challenge to the ban on out
of state marriages is successful; Albanese and "Lane" break up, go to court in
Hartford to get annulment; Hartford Superior Court Judge Linda Pearce Prestley
rules she does not have the power to annul the marriage because same-sex
marriage is not legal in Connecticut to begin with.

March 2005 Florida: NGLTF releases study (drawn from US Census data) of same-sex
Hispanic couples in Florida finds they have many of the same stable, pro-family
characteristics as non-gay Hispanics despite having fewer family rights; gay
couples are nearly as likely as married opposite-sex couples to own their homes
(60% vs. 65%) and to report living in the same residence the past five years (38%
vs. 46%); one-third of same-sex Hispanic households in Florida are raising
children under age 18; 3% of Hispanic same-sex households are raising
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nonbiological children, compared with 4% for Hispanic opposite-sex households;
same-sex Hispanic households are 13 times more likely to include at least one
partner who was born outside the United States than non-Hispanic white
households

March 2005 Indiana House of Representatives 76-23 pass bill leading to state constitutional
ban on same-sex marriage; measure has already passed in the Senate.   Indiana
already has a Defense of Marriage law.  Proposed amendment defines marriage as
being between one man and one woman, bars civil unions, threatens
domestic-partnership benefits, and could endanger other legal protections for
unmarried families.  Bill must be approved again in the next session of the
legislation. The earliest it could go on the ballot is 2008.

March 2005 Maryland Senators 31-17 give preliminary approval to bill “Medical Decision
Making Act of 2005" establishing a limited (straight and gay) domestic partner
registry and giving members the authority to make medical decisions for each
other; bill includes language declaring that it "may not be construed to recognize,
condone, or prohibit a domestic partnership, civil union, or marriage recognized in
other states or jurisdictions."  A similar bill is likely to clear a House of Delegates
committee soon; full House signed off on the legislation last year, but it stalled in
the Senate.

March 2005 Maryland Senators approve bill to establish a limited domestic partner registry
and give its members the authority to make medical decisions for each other.

March 2005 Massachusetts: Somerville and a dozen other cities and towns (Acton, Stover,
Burlington, Cambridge, Marblehead, Northampton, Plymouth, Provincetown,
Rowe, Sherborn, Westford and Worcester) in the commonwealth challenging
orders by Gov. Willard Mitt Romney to deny same-sex couples from out of state
the right to marry in Massachusetts, saying it would require them to go against the
state constitution and discriminate against out-of-state gay couples who come here
to wed.   The 13 cities file appeal of with the Supreme Judicial Court of a lower
court ruling that local officials have no right to challenge orders of state officials
on constitutional grounds.  Romney and AG Reilly cited a 1913 state law that bars
marriages in the commonwealth if a couple's home state would not legally
recognize the union.

March 2005 Michigan: ACLU files suit in Ingham County Circuit Court over recent AG's
opinion that bans public employers from offering benefits to same-sex couples in
future contracts

March 2005 Minnesota House votes 77-56 to put a state constitutional gay marriage ban before
voters next year; state law already bans gay marriage.  Same vote last year passed
88-42.  Now needs approval from the DFL-controlled Senate.

March 2005 Montana: state Board of Regents unanimously approves new insurance policy
allowing Montana university system employees to obtain group health coverage
for gay and lesbian partners; state Supreme Court in December struck down the
board's previous policy that prohibited coverage of same-sex partners of university
system employees; response to lawsuit filed by two University of Montana
employees who argued their lesbian partners were illegally denied the right to buy
group health insurance available to married, heterosexual couples and those who
signed a document declaring themselves common-law mates.  A district judge had
upheld the practice, but state Supreme Court ruled 4-3 that restricting access to the
insurance violates the constitution's guarantee for equal protection of the laws.
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March 2005 New Jersey: tax Court judge Vito L. Bianco Judge rules A gay, disabled veteran
who owns a home with his partner should receive the same tax break that a
married veteran would receive; veteran Louis Paul Hennefeld, 72, who served in
the Air Force during the Korean and Vietnam wars, will not have to pay property
taxes in his hometown of Montclair; decision hinged on NJ's new Domestic
Partnership Act and overturned a judgment of the Essex County Board of
Taxation.

March 2005 New York City: Bill Valentine, whose 21-year partner Joe Lopes was killed in a
jet crash, 2001, while working as a flight attendant on American Airlines flight
587, is denied workers' compensation benefits because the couple was not legally
married; Appellate Division of state Supreme Court upholds decision by the state
Workers Compensation Board.  Justice Anthony T. Kane: "Domestic partners do
not fall within the definition of surviving spouse under workers' compensation
law."  New York State Workers' Compensation Board has a history of recognizing
unmarried couples as spouses but denied benefits to Valentine July 2003 because
he and Lopes did not possess a marriage certificate.  

March 2005 Ohio: Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Judge Stuart Friedman changes felony
domestic violence charge against Frederick Burk to misdemeanour assault charge
and rules domestic violence charges cannot be filed against unmarried
heterosexual couples because of new state constitutional amendment banning gay
marriage; prosecutors immediately appeal.

March 2005 Pennsylvania: three-judge appeals court rules woman should be able to visit her
former partner's child; she had been in a long-term relationship, the two raised the
child together for three years; broke up 1996; biological mother LRM refused to
allow TB visits; lower court ruled LRM so successful at alienating the child that it
was in the child's best interest to remain forever separated from her other mother. 
Appeals court remands the case to the lower court to evaluate the best interests of
the child without regard to alienation, lifts stay put in place in 1997 that prohibited
TB from seeing her daughter until the matter was fully resolved.   TB has only
seen her daughter once since 1997. The child is now 11.  TB will stop visitation if,
after six months, the child no longer wishes to see her or if a therapist believes it
isn't a good idea to continue.

March 2005 Virginia: Gov. Mark R. Warner signs in legislation allowing insurers and
businesses to extend health-insurance coverage to same-sex couples, effective
July 1; measure was approved by a one vote margin in the House after passing the
Senate.  A proposed ban on gay adoption was defeated in the legislature last week.

March 2005 Canada: Liberal government has names only supportive Liberals to a key
committee on Bill C-38; 13-member committee has nine MPs - including two
from the Bloc Quebecois and one New Democrat - who support redefining
marriage, and four Conservatives who oppose it.  marriagevote.ca says 164 of the
308 MPs have expressed their support, 134 their opposition and nine are listed as
undecided.  Justice Minister Irwin Cotler hopes the legislation passes before the
Commons recess in June.

March 2005 Canada: Liberal Party of Canada overwhelmingly endorses same-sex marriage (a
nonbinding resolution) after similar resolutions (all pushed by the party's youth
wing) were voted down at three previous conventions.

March 2005 Ottawa: 200 Young Liberals march in front of Ottawa City Hall in support of
Canada’s same-sex marriage legislation:“YLC 4 SSM,”“Discrimination is
Un-Canadian”; with the unanimous support of the national Liberal policy
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committee.
March 2005 Canada:  founding policy convention of 3-1 approves policy that when it forms a

gov’t it will pass a law defining marriage as being between a man and a woman,
will not revisit Canada’s abortion laws, will raise the age of sexual consent to 16
from 14, will eliminating all defences against child porn (which will probably
require the use of the notwithstanding clause).  Party votes down allowing an
official youth wing.

March 2005 Canada: world's highest Sikh authority Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti tells
Sikh-Canadian MPs to block the gay marriage bill in Parliament, saying anyone
who votes it into law will be ostracized by their community for flouting their
religious duty.

April 2005 Australia: immigration minister Amanda Vanstone concedes gay couples entering
Australia on temporary visas are treated differently from heterosexual couples
under immigration laws, because not recognised as family.  Senator Vanstone’s
office says there are no plans to change the law.  Same-sex partners of permanent
residents and citizens are recognised as partners under immigration laws.

April 2005 Tasmania: Tasmanian Greens table the Same Sex Marriage Bill after advice from
constitutional law expert NSWU Prof George Williams that the state-based same-
sex marriage law would be valid.  Tasmanian government rejects loophole in the
national ant-gay-marriage law, accuses Greens of a political stunt.

April 2005 New Zealand civil unions law goes into effect.
April 2005 Russia: Moscow's City Court upholds ruling denying a same-sex couple 

the right to register their marriage in the Russian capital; appeal brought by
Edvard Murzin, a deputy in Bashkortostan's State Assembly (he is straight, had
hoped to officially wed a gay man with the aim of highlighting the continued
oppression facing many Russian homosexuals).  1993 Yeltsin repealed Article
121 of the Criminal Code outlawing"muzhelozhstvo" ("a man lying with another
man") punishable by up to five years in prison.

April 2005 Hungary: Alliance of Free Democrats, one of government parties says it plans to
propose bill giving many marriage rights to straight and gay unmarried people
living together, via a domestic partner registry (survivor inheritance without will,
certain housing privileges, mortgage loans now available only to married couples;
no adoption). AFD:  "This is not a radical proposal. It is a smaller package but it
shows the way forward."

 April 2005 Spain: lower house 183-136 (6 abst) passes bill to legalize same-sex marriage:
"Matrimony shall have the same requisites and effects regardless of whether the
persons involved are of the same or different sex''.  Allows gays to adopt children.
Requires public servants who normally perform marriages to officiate at same-sex
ceremonies.  Bill now goes to the Senate where Prime Minister Jose Luis
Rodriguez Zapatero's Socialists have ample support.
Many conservative mayors of big cities, among them Alberto Ruiz Gallardon of
Madrid and Rita Barbera of Valencia, said OK. 12 mayors (all members of the
conservative opposition party) say they will refuse to perform same-sex marriages
(the pope says they shouldn’t).  Senior government figure insists public officials
"must apply the laws that government proposes and parliament approves".
RC Cardinal Ricard Maria Carles, former archbishop of Barcelona: "If you give
obedience to the law priority over obedience to your conscience, that leads to
Auschwitz. ... The people who made Auschwitz were not criminals, but people
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who had been forced to, or thought they had a duty to, obey the laws of the Nazi
government rather than their own conscience."  Bishop of Castellon, Juan Antonio
Reig Pla, calls for "civil disobedience," says "one has to obey God before man
otherwise it will lead to a totalitarian state".
Centre-Right People's Party (PP) says they will refuse to carry out gay marriages
but plan to expel Lluis Fernando Caldentey, the mayor of Pontons in 
Catalonia, after he called gay marriage immoral and homosexuals "defective"
adding "I have never seen two male dogs trying to make love, it is not 
natural."

April 2005 Netherlands: gov’t data shows gay couples divorce at 1% a year - the same rate as
heterosexual married couples; April 2001 to December 2003 has 5,751 gay
marriages and 63 divorces, 243,000 heterosexual marriages and 2,800
heterosexual divorces.

April 2005 France: Bertrand Charpentier and Stephane Chapin, first gay couple to be married
in France (by Noel Mamere, the mayor of Begles, June) lose appeals court battle
to have their union legally recognized; appellate court in Bordeaux upholds lower
court ruling that any redefinition of marriage should be taken up by lawmakers.  
Survey shows 64% of French for same-sex marriages, 49% approve of gay
couples adopting children.

April 2005 UK: Simon Ryder nominated for Wonder Mom competition being run Daz, The
Sun, and ASDA is picked from hundreds of entries to represent Shropshire in the
London finals; Ryder and 8-year partner Chris Newton have fostered a dozen
children listed by the government as "troubled," all 3-11 years old; Ryder also
helps run a schools project called Shropshire Sexual Health Awareness
Workshops.

April 2005 UK: Hayley Marlow, 29, and partner Vicky Hill, 22, Oxford, apply to the Human
Fertilization and Embryology Authority to have an egg from Hill impregnated
through in vitro fertilization and then have the egg planted in Marlow's womb;
HFE which oversees IVF procedures says there is no law preventing it. ( The
procedure has been done in other countries, including the US, but has never before
been done in Britain.)  Under British law the baby would belong to the birth
mother, not the one who supplies the egg; the HFE said that  the only way the
women could become equal parents would be if the mother who gave birth were
to renounce her claim to the baby and then they could adopt it.  Marlow and Hill
have been together for just over a year. Marlow already has a five-year-old
daughter from a previous heterosexual relationship.

April 2005 Ireland: government says it will fight a suit brought by a lesbian couple Ann
Louise Gilligan and Katherine Zappone married in BC Canada 2003, who want to
have their marriage recognized and demand the Revenue Commissioners allow
them to file as a married couple rather than as two single people more expensive);
last Nov High Court Justice Liam McKechnie said lawyers representing Gilligan
and Zappone had presented an arguable case that merited a full hearing and case
could go forward; McKechnie said case "isn't simply about tax bands'' and noted
that in a country where homosexuality itself was outlawed until 1993, any move to
accord gay couples the same legal rights as husbands and wives would have
"profound ethical, cultural and religious'' ramifications.  Case expected to be heard
by the court later this year.

April 2005 Isle of Man: consultation document issued by general registry on behalf of 
the Council of Ministers posing questions for discussion; public consultation
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launched on legal recognition for gay marriage, alternatives to civil and religious
marriages, and giving legal protection to cohabiting couples who choose not to
marry.

April 2005 Wall Street Journal/NBC poll shows 48% of Republicans for, 47% against
Congressional legislation banning same-sex marriage; 50% of Republicans
believe the federal government should be less active on “social and moral issues,”
37% believe it should be more active. 

April 2005 US: Human Rights Campaign releases new report showing done by state-level
constitutional amendments denying same-sex couples the rights and protections of
marriage; highlights Missouri, Utah, Ohio and Michigan where governmental
entities and/or individuals have interpreted the constitutional 
amendments to deny domestic partner benefits (eg health insurance) to 
same- and opposite-sex unmarried couples; argue domestic violence laws do not
apply to opposite-sex unmarried couples; attempt to void custody agreements

April 2005 US: Conservative Judaism's Rabbinical Assembly announces Committee on
Jewish Law and Standards, which sets policy on application of halakha (Jewish
law), has "upheld the biblical injunction against homosexual behaviour" and voted
to keep in place a 1992 ruling against ordination of openly gay rabbis and
commitment ceremonies for same-sex couples.

April 2005 US: Gallup Poll shows 57% support, 37% oppose amendment to US Constitution
to ban same-sex marriage.  (Last July Gallup: 48% for, 46% against.)  71%
Republicans for, Democrats 45%, 51% of independents 

April 2005 Arizona: Navajo Nation Tribal Council (New Mexico, Arizona and Utah) votes
unanimously for Diné Marriage Act of 2005, restricting recognized unions to
relationships between a man and a woman, prohibiting plural marriages, as well as
marriage between parents and children, grandparents and grandchildren, brothers
and sisters and other close relatives.  Delegate Harriet Becenti: "Men and women
have been created in a sacred manner. We need to honuor this.  Times have
changed, and we are no longer really teaching our children. We want our people to
realize that support is in existence for a man and woman."  Ban vetoed May 1 by
Navajo President Joe Shirley Jr: "Same-sex marriage is a non-issue on Navajo
land.  So why waste time and resources on it? We have more important issues to
address."  Shirley suggests he would support the Council if it wanted to put the
issue before voters in the form of a referendum, adds he strongly supports and
encourages family stability, criticizes the Council for not doing enough about
domestic violence, sexual assault and gangs on the reserve, notes that the marriage
ban contradicts Navajo teachings of nondiscrimination. 

April 2005 California: state Appeals Court panel of judges upholds domestic partner law
which two rightwing sought to have declared unconstitutional because it gave
same-sex couples the most of the rights of marriage.  "Contrary to petitioners'
suggestion, the Legislature has not created a 'marriage' by another name or granted
domestic partners a status equivalent to married spouses.''

April 2005 California Conference of the NAACP announces support for same-sex marriage -
first time a state chapter has endorsed gay marriage; group narrowly voted to
support marriage equality at its convention last fall but did not make its position
public

April 2005 CA: San Francisco Superior Court Judge Richard Kramer rules in appeal stayed in
March (qv), calls marriage a "fundamental human right", confirms preliminary



CLGRO, the Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario: The Spousal Collection III

26

decision that California's ban on same-sex wedlock is unconstitutional: "The
state's position that California has granted marriage-like rights to same-sex
couples points to the conclusion that there is no rational state interest in denying
them the rites of marriage as well.  The idea that marriage-like rights without
marriage is adequate smacks of a concept long rejected by the courts: separate but
equal."  Ruling applies to six related cases from SF granting marriage licences to
gay couples last year.  Kramer's ruling does not immediately open the way to new
gay marriages in California as the issue is still under appeal

April 2005 California  Democratic Party annual convention unanimously passes resolution
supporting same-sex marriage.  State Democratic parties of Massachusetts, New
York and Washington State have also officially called for marriage equality.

April 2005 California: Assembly Judiciary Committee passes same-sex marriage bill
(Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act) 5-3 (one abst); bill now
goes to Assembly Appropriations Committee for financial review.  Bill passed the
AAC last session, but its author pulled it when it appeared there was not enough
support to ensure passage on the floor of the Assembly.

 April 2005 South Carolina: Senate 36-1 approves its version of state constitutional
amendment to ban recognition of same-sex marriages ("marriage between one
man and one woman is the only lawful domestic union that shall be valid or
recognized in this State"); vote against was Robert Ford, D-Charleston; some
legislators seated in the Senate chamber did not vote as their names were called. 
Legislation was changed from what the House approved 96-17 in March to avoid
unintended interference with the ability of people to enter contracts or companies
that want to extend health care benefits to same-sex couples.  Now back to House.

April 2005 Connecticut Senate 27-9 approves bill to establishing civil unions between
same-sex couples; bill expected to clear the House of Representatives; Republican
Gov. M. Jodi Rell says she supports the concept of civil unions.

April 2005 Connecticut House of Representatives 85-63 passes civil unions bill, giving
same-sex couples many of the rights of marriage; Senate passed it 27-9 the week
before; House Tories force amendment to add a definition of marriage as being
between one man and one woman (similar amendment was rejected by the Senate
last week), also to restrict civil unions to people ages 18 and older.  Bill now
returns to Senate.

April 2005 Connecticut: senate Oks revised bill and Gov. M. Jodi Rell signs in bill creating
civil unions (many of the rights of marriage) in the state less than an hour after
senate approves revised bill; House votes 85-63 after a clause is added defining
marriage as being between one man and one woman (without which Rell had said
she would not sign it).

April 2005 CT: Quinnipiac University poll finds 56% of registered voters support civil
unions, 53% oppose allowing same-sex couples to marry.

April 2005 DC Attorney General Robert J. Spagnoletti issues opinion that legally married gay
couples in DC can now file joint city tax returns, with the provision that the DC
Office of Tax and Revenue "reserves the authority" to reject their filings.  A 1995
court ruling prohibits gay marriages from being performed in the District.  Case of
Edward Horvath and Richard Neidich, DC residents and federal workers who say
they have been a couple for 25 years, married last summer in Massachusetts.

April 2005 Kansas voters accept state constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage
by more than 2-1; amendment defines marriage as between one man and one
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woman and says. only such unions are entitled to the "rights and incidents" of
marriage (thus effectively scuppering civil unions or benefits)offering benefits to
same-se couples; voting steady throughout state; turnout was lower than for a
general election but considerably higher than expected.

April 2005 Kansas: two major corporations (Sprint and SBC Communications) say despite
state constitutional ban on same-sex marriage they will not end benefits for the
partners of the gay and lesbian employees.  Sprint spokesperson Jennifer
Bosshardt says the company believes domestic-partner benefits are important for
attracting and keeping good employees.  AG Phill Kline says the amendment does
not affect private companies.

April 2005 Maryland legislature passes two LGBT civil rights bills; 1 house of reps 83-50
passes Medical Decision Making Act of 2005 (creates a state health department
registry of straight and gay domestic partners who can make medical decisions for
each other, visit partners' hospital rooms, share rooms in nursing homes, share
ambulance rides, make decisions about whether to bury or cremate after death),
passed senate last month; 2 senate 34-13 adds sexual orientation and gender
identity to race, religion, and national origin in the state's hate crimes law (passed
the lower house last month).

April 2005 Mass: state's highest court will hear appeal C. Joseph Doyle, ED of the Catholic
Action League to halt same-sex marriages until residents vote on a proposed
constitutional amendment to ban them; Doyle said gay marriages allowed by
courts are stifling the full debate required by the amendment process and
inhibiting and interfering with his right to vote 

April 2005 Michigan appeals court dismisses lawsuit challenging schoolboard's same-sex
partner benefits plan on a technicality (the three judges unanimously rule the
taxpayers didn't do enough to first demand that the district halt its domestic
partner policy). without ruling on the issue of the benefits themselves; rightwing
Christian law firm Thomas More Law Center, representing 17 taxpayers, objected
to Ann Arbor Public School system’s plan saying it violates Michigan's state
constitutional amendment banning gay marriage and 1994 defence of marriage
law.  Ann Arbor TMLC is fighting same-sex marriage cases in a number of other
states. Other public employers in Michigan that offer same-sex benefits include
the University of Michigan, Michigan State University and others.

April 2005 Minnesota: Senate rejects Republican bid to force a vote on a state constitutional
ban on gay marriage (define marriage as being between one man and one woman,
bar state from allowing civil unions); proposed amendment passed House earlier
this month.

April 2005 New York State Bar Association calls (120-40) for legal protections for same-sex
couples but stops short of calling for gay marriage (86-82).

April 2005 NYC: Global Strategy Group survey finds 51% for, 42% against same-sex
marriage (2004: 47% v 46%); 72% support child custody rights, 83% for legal
authority to make decisions about a deceased partner’s burial, 72% for civil
unions and domestic partner arrangements as avenues to provide legal rights to
same-sex couples.

April 2005 New York City will recognize same-sex marriages and civil unions performed
outside the state in areas where they are already legal.

April 2005 Oregon: a year ago, a judge gave legislators 90 days from the start of the 2005
session to adopt a civil-unions law or Multnomah County would be allowed to
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resume issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples; deadline passes; state
Department of Justice says it is not enforceable; Multnomah County officials say
they have made no plans to resume issuing marriage certificates to same-sex
couples. Last November, Oregon voters amended the state constitution to define
marriage as between one man and one woman. Oregon Supreme Court expected
to rule soon on a challenge of the state's marriage law

April 2005 Oregon Supreme Court nullifies 3,000 same-sex marriage licenses issued by
Multnomah County a year ago, saying a single county couldn't take such action on
its own, says the county can question the constitutionality of laws governing
marriage, but they are a matter of statewide concern so the county had no
authority to issue licenses to gay couples.  Gov. Ted Kulongoski says he will push
for a civil-union law bringing many of the rights married couples get.

April 2005 Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski urges Legislature to pass two pieces of gay rights
legislation that he has put forward (LGBT civil rights bill (Jan), civil unions bill).

April 2005 Texas: lower house 101-29 (needed 100 for approval of constitutional
amendment) approves amendment to state constitution to ban same-sex marriage
(stripped of a clause barring civil unions and same-sex benefits); proposal needs a
two thirds majority in each house in the legislature (21 of 31 senators), then voter
approval.  Last census found state has 43,000 gay couples.

April 2005 Texas: House members 81-58 approve ban on same-sex couples fostering children
parents (tacked onto a child welfare bill, Child Protective Services reform bill by
on vote; bill without the amendment has already passed the Senate); amendment
requires the Texas Department of Child Protective Services add a question to its
forms for prospective foster parents inquiring whether the person is gay; a yes
would bring automatic disqualification; bill also requires the state to remove
foster children already placed in the homes of gays or lesbians; bill now returns to
the Senate.

April 2005 Texas: Houston-based Continental airlines announces same-sex spousal benefits
for retired employees; same-sex partner health benefits have been available at
Continental for domestic partners of employees for several years.  Relationship
(marriage, civil union, or registered domestic partnership) must be legal (in effect:
married in Massachusetts, Canada, etc., or civil union from Vermont or
Connecticut, or be in a registered domestic partnership). 

April 2005 Virginia Supreme Court rules 5-2 state must provide new birth certificates for
children born in Virginia and adopted by gay couples in other states; case was
brought by three same-sex couples denied certificates; co-adoption is legal in
some states but illegal in Virginia which permits single LGBs to adopt but does
not recognize same-sex unions.

April 2005 Washington: Spokane City Council 5-2 approves extending benefits to unmarried
partners of city employees with the condition that the city's labour unions must
negotiate the benefits in their contracts.  Council President Dennis Hession
sponsored the measure and won enough yes votes to override any potential veto
by Mayor Jim West, who previously had said he was against the measure.

April 2005 Canada:  PM Martin moves bill C-38, the marriage bill, be read a second time and
referred to a legislative committee.  PC Harper moves the House decline to read
the Bill a second time.   Debate runs Feb 16 - Apr 6, 98 MPs speak. Conservatives
insist on additional debate after Harper’s motion, saying it was on the motion (the
bill should be amended by deleting all the words after the word "That" and
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substituting "this House declines to give second reading to Bill C-38, An Act
respecting certain aspects of legal capacity for marriage for civil purposes, since
the principle of the Bill fails to define marriage as the union of one man and one
woman to the exclusion of all others and fails to recognize and extend to other
civil unions established under the laws of a province the same rights, benefits and
obligations as married persons.") not on the bill.  Representing over 130 Canadian
law professors, Martha Jackson (constitutional law prof, U Ottawa) says the
motion is based on the false assertion that Parliament can take away civil marriage
from same-sex couples without using the Constitution's notwithstanding clause.
April 12 House of Commons 164-132 defeats Harper's proposal.  NDP and most
BQ voted against; 30odd Liberals and 3 BQ voted with the Tories; 4 Tories voted
against
Second reading expected on April 19.  Environics poll finds 76% of Canadians
(including a 70% of Conservatives) believe it's time for Parliament to vote on the
equal marriage bill. Conservative justice critic Vic Toews vows to use every delay
tactic in the book to prevent it.
Stephen Harper speaks at rally of 4000 against same-sex marriage, links Liberal
sponsorship scandal with same-sex marriage bill: "Corruption is not a Canadian
value. Marriage is a real Canadian value."   Placards had image of  Pope John
Paul, slogans including Defend Marriage, God Defined Marriage, The
Government Defies God.  Harper says 95 of 99 Conservative MPs back the
traditional concept of marriage.  “Liberals may talk about minorities, but
undermining the traditional definition of marriage is an assault on the beliefs of all
cultural and religious communities who have come to this country."   Harper:
"And if just a few more Liberals are persuaded to vote their conscience instead of
their party line, we can kill Bill C-38 dead in its tracks." Constitutional law
experts say the motion is based on the false assertion that Parliament can take
away civil marriage from same-sex couples without using the Constitution's
notwithstanding clause.

April 2005 Canada: leaders of the Ontario PC Youth Association, the Ontario Young 
Liberals ,and the Ontario New Democratic Youth banded together today in a  rare
show of cross-party unity to congratulate Parliament for defeating  Stephen
Harper's motion to kill the government's Same-Sex Marriage Bill 

 April 2005 Canada: Religious Coalition for Equal Marriage Rights (incl  Muslim, Jewish,
Quaker, Catholic, Anglican, Sikh, Bahai, Buddhist, First Nations, Hindu, and
Mennonite reps) issues statement: "Members of many of our communities are
from racial and religious minority groups that themselves experience
discrimination, and we understand that human rights as guaranteed in the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms must extend to everyone, including gay men and lesbians. 
Same-sex marriage is a human right."

April 2005 Canada: Statistics Canada announces it will include a same-sex marriage question
in the May 2006 census by adding “same-sex married spouse” to the list of
suggested answers to a question about relationships; new census form approved
by cabinet last month; 2001 census referred only to common-law same-sex
relationships; since then, an estimated 3,000 same-sex couples have married in
seven provinces.

April 2005 Nunavut MP (Lib) Nancy Karetak-Lindell says after a long inner struggle she's
saying yes to Bill C-38: "I am supporting the legislation, as I do not see how I can
support discrimination of any kind against another human being on this earth,"
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says if the Charter rights of one minority group are denied, then the rights of Inuit
and aboriginal peoples might be threatened next.  Nunavut PM Paul Okalik says
he supports Karetak-Lindell's position: "As an Inuk, a member of a minority group
in Canada, I have said for some time that I do support minority rights and I will
continue to do so," but adds Nunavut gov’t will wait for Bill C-38 to pass before
making provisions for same-sex marriage in Nunavut, which already recognizes
same-sex marriage licences issued in other jurisdictions.

 April 2005 Alberta government decides not to use notwithstanding clause to enact protection
against same-sex marriage, not to legislate on the issue until caucus learns the fate
of federal legislation expanding the definition of marriage to include gay couples.
Premier Klein re-established his leadership of government caucus, demanding and
receiving unanimous support on the issue., though in March caucus went against
his advice and voted overwhelmingly to re-enact the notwithstanding clause
provision of the Alberta Marriage Act.   Klein: "You can change your mind. ...
This was causing me an enormous amount of problems and I explained it to
caucus.  I had to put my foot down today. There are so many things on the agenda
that need our attention and it's consuming an inordinate, an extraordinary amount
of my time when there are so many other fish to fry; the big issues like health-care
reform and advanced education and education and infrastructure."

April 2005 NB: Alanna Palmer, chair, New Brunswick Human Rights Commission, speaks at
UNB Law School Law Week panel discussion on same-sex 
marriage in New Brunswick, says Universal Declaration of Human Rights
identified the family as the natural and fundamental group unit of society entitled
to protection by society and the State and supports same-sex marriage (though
wishing to protect registrars who don’t).

April 2005 New Brunswick: in Court of Queen's Bench, Moncton, four same-sex couples file
suit to marry; (NB, PEI, Alberta, Nunavut, and NWT still don’t); Charter basis;
(couples incl 24-year couple Catherine Sidney and Bridget McGale of Saint John,
turned down this month when they applied for a marriage license).

April 2005 Toronto's public school trustees 16-3 pass resolution in support of same-sex
marriage.

May 2005 South Africa's Constitutional Court gets marriage appeal of Marie Fourie and
Cecilia Bonthuys; case begun 2002; last year, Supreme Court of Appeal ruled
man-woman definition of marriage discriminated unfairly against same-sex
couples and common law should be developed to take this into account. 
Government fighting the ruling.

May 2005 NZ: Marriage (Gender Clarification) Amendment Bill - United Future's Larry
Baldock’s private member's bill defining marriage as between a man and a woman
(also prevents overseas civil unions or gay marriages overseas being recognised in
New Zealand, amends section 19 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act so that it
can no longer be considered discriminatory to actively promote marriage) - is
drawn from the parliamentary ballot, should come to  vote within a week. 
Baldock pulls bill from order paper a day before it is due to be voted on in
Parliament, likely when he realised he didn't have the numbers to support it; bill
now deferred to next session for private members bills, perhaps June.

May 2005 Chile's Supreme Court upholds lower-court ruling removing 3 daughters from
lesbian mother Karen Atala (allowed to see them one weekend a month) because
her lesbian relationship it could have a negative impact on the children's
development and create confusion over sexual roles. Supreme Court upholds
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ruling, offers no public comment, says it will provide a written ruling to the
government.

May 2005 UK:  senior Anglican bishops, led by ABC Rowan Williams, propose to let gay
clergy  register relationships under the new "civil partnerships" law - as long as
they assure their diocesan bishop they are staying celibate.  Bishops are trying to
uphold the church doctrine of forbidding clergy from sex except in a full
marriage; proposal is contained in a draft Pastoral Statement on Civil
Partnerships, drawn up by Graham James, the Bishop of Norwich, and
provisionally agreed on at a meeting last week at a hotel in Market Bosworth,
Leicestershire; final draft with some amendments will be produced for approval
by the House of Bishops, the upper house of the church's General Synod.

May 2005 US: Child Development publishes national study (U Virginia psych prof Charlotte
J. Patterson, co-author) showing teens raised by same-sex couples develop as well
as teens raised by opposite-sex parents; no significant differences between the two
groups in depression, anxiety, sexual activity, self-esteem or school grades.

May 2005 US: Boston Globe publishes U New Hampshire Survey Centre poll: 37% for gay
marriage, 11% don’t care, 50% against; 50% believe gay marriages from
Massachusetts should not be recognized in their state, but 47% say they should;
46% for, 41% against civil unions to provide gay couples with "some, but not all
of the legal rights of married couples."

May 2005 American Civil Liberties Union announces a national Marriage Campaign to
persuade Americans that it is unfair to deny legal protections to the families of
same-sex couples.

May 2005 US: Human Rights Campaign releases report on 2004: consistent progress made
in obtaining LGBT legal rights; 14 state legislatures defeated anti-gay
constitutional amendments, though 13 passed them (6 state legislatures have
defeated them in 2005); Connecticut and  Maryland legislatively approved civil
unions and domestic partner benefits, respectively; Colorado , Hawaii , Illinois
and Maine state legislatures have passed or strengthened workplace protections
for LGBT employees; election day polling last November showed a high-water
mark of 60% support either marriage or civil unions for same-sex couples; similar
polling in Massachusetts and New Jersey has shown that a majority of residents in
those states favour marriage equality.

May 2005 US: American Psychiatric Association voice-vote calls for gay-marriage (civil not
religious) and benefits (still needs approval by APA directors in July) "in the
interest of maintaining and promoting mental health" at weeklong annual meeting
in Atlanta; new position paper cites the "positive influence of a stable, adult
partnership on the health of all family members," says the lack of access to health
insurance, pension payments, death benefits and other rights for same-sex couples
hurts the stability of their relationships and their mental health; APA voted in
2000 for same-sex civil unions 

May 2005 Arizona: new KAET-TV statewide poll finds Arizona voters 49% for, 41%
against proposed state constitutional ban on gay marriage.  75% of Republicans
with an opinion about the imitative said they would vote for the initiative, as did
33% of Democrats; independents were evenly split.  Last month, the Legislature
passed a measure urging Congress to pass an amendment to the US Constitution
banning gay marriage.

May 2005 California: Assembly Judiciary Committee 6-3 rejects proposed amendment
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sponsored by Assemblyman Ray Haynes (R-Riverside) to prevent California from
recognizing gay marriages performed elsewhere and repealed all legal protections
and responsibilities for LGBT people and their families, including California’s
comprehensive domestic partnership law.  Senate Judiciary Committee later same
day 5-2 rejects a similar amendment.

May 2005 California: study by Williams Project (UCLA School of Law) and the Institute for
Gay and Lesbian Strategic Studies (U Massachusetts-Amherst): same-sex
marriage would attract maybe $30 million each year to CA - savings in
means-tested public benefits programs and increases in sales tax revenues from
tourism and same-sex wedding ceremonies, partially offset by a decrease in
income tax revenues.   Forbes magazine estimates same-sex marriage across the
US would generate $16.8 billion in spending during the first several years. 
Similar analyses by the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), the Comptroller of
New York, the Office of Legislative Research of the Connecticut General
Assembly, and the Vermont Civil Union Review Commission all predict increase
in state income.

May 2005 California AG appeals San Francisco Superior Court Judge Richard Kramer
judge's April finding that the state's ban on gay marriage is unconstitutional.

May 2005 Colorado: House Judiciary Committee votes 6-5 not to put state constitutional ban
on gay marriage on the November ballot; state already has a statutory ban on legal
recognition of gay marriage (2000, Defense of Marriage Act).

May 2005 DC chief financial officer Natwar Gandhi rules same-sex couples who were
married last year in Massachusetts are not allowed to file joint DC income tax
returns, says only taxpayers who file joint federal returns can file jointly in DC,
rejects the advice of DC  AG Robert Spagnoletti that same-sex couples in DC
who are legally married can file joint income tax returns (RS added that the final
decision would be Gandhi's).  Spagnoletti's legal opinion in response to request of
Edward Horvath and Richard Neidich, couple for 25 years, married last summer
in Massachusetts.

May 2005 Kentucky: Franklin County Circuit Judge Roger Crittenden rules valid K's
constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage (approved by voters 3-1 last
fall, bars gay and lesbian couples from marrying and forbids the state from
recognizing civil unions or any "legal status identical to or similar to marriage")

May 2005 Maryland: Episcopal Diocese of Maryland easily adopts resolutions opposing state
constitutional ban on same-sex marriage, endorsing bill letting same-sex couples
make medical decisions for their partners and hate crimes bill (these two have
passed the legislature but are sitting on the Governor's desk), calling on the
denomination to establish a commission to study and recommend "appropriate
pastoral responses to couples living in relationships other than marriage."

May 2005 Maryland: after vetoing The Medical Decision Making Act bill to create a limited
domestic partnership registry allowing unmarried couples to serve as each other’s
next of kin for crucial healthcare decisions, Maryland Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich now
says he may support a similar bill - as long as it did not have a partner registry;
adds any future bill could not be limited to same-sex couples, dismisses the term
"life partners" as it applies to gay and lesbian households, says to support
domestic partnerships would only lead to gay marriage.  "I'm going to protect
marriage. . . . It's not debatable."  Ehrlich also vetoed a bill that would have
eliminated an unfair property tax levied only on unmarried couples but says he
would sign a bill to add sexual orientation to the state's hate crimes law and
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another requiring schools report information about bullying, including instances
motivated by sexuality.

May 2005 Maryland: a week after he vetoes legislation to create a limited domestic partner
registry for same-sex couples, Gov. Robert Ehrlich signs bill to add sexual
orientation and gender identity to race, religion, and national origin in existing
hate crimes law.

May 2005 Massachusetts: next fall, lawmakers will take up proposed state constitution
amendment to ban gay marriage; Senate President Robert E. Travaglini begins
taking steps to convene a Constitutional Convention, a joint meeting of the House
and Senate; Dem Travaglini co-sponsors amendment to block same-sex marriage
but allow civil unions; measure had preliminary approval last year, needs to pass
again in the Convention during this session of the Legislature in order to go to
voters.  The earliest it could be placed on the ballot would be 2006.

May 2005 Massachusetts: Democrats at annual convention endorse party platform incl.
same-sex marriage (without debate, voice vote);

May 2005 Massachusetts: gay state Senator Jarrett T. Barrios proposes state constitutional
amendment to ban same-sex marriage and civil unions; Barrios, who married his
partner last November, hopes his amendment will divide the upcoming anti-gay
unions vote ensuring it won’t pass.

May 2005 Massachusetts: Supreme Judicial Court rejects rightwing bid (Catholic Action
League and its leader, C. Joseph Doyle) to stop same-sex marriage in
Massachusetts; terse five-sentence written ruling says no new evidence was
presented to alter the court's landmark ruling a year ago. "Nothing has transpired
in the interim that materially changes the situation or which warrants the truly
extraordinary measures sought now."

May 2005 Minnesota: poll finds 52% against (46% strongly against), 38% for same-sex
unions (opposition up 10% since 2004); 51% for a constitutional amendment;
46% strongly for; 62% of greater Minnesota residents broadly oppose same-sex
legal unions; 62% of those 65 or older oppose it.; 57% of 18-24 year olds support
legal unions

May 2005 Nebraska: US District Judge Joseph Bataillon strikes down state constitutional
ban on gay marriage and all forms of legal recognition for same-sex relationships,
including domestic partnerships and other basic protections; says measure
interferes not only with the rights of gay couples but also with foster parents,
adopted children and people in a host of other living arrangements; ban passed in
2000 with 70% of the vote.  Bataillon rules the ban "imposes significant burdens
on both the expressive and intimate associational rights" of gays and lesbians and
"creates a significant barrier to the plaintiffs' right to petition or to participate in
the political process" and notes the plaintiffs had not requested any recognition of
their relationships through marriage or any other legal status but merely sought an
equal opportunity to persuade legislators of the need for protections, adds"The
court finds Section 29 is a denial of access to one of our most fundamental
sources of protection, the government.  Such broad exclusion from 'an almost
limitless number of transactions and endeavours that constitute ordinary civil life
in a free society' is 'itself a denial of equal protections in the literal sense.'"

 May 2005 NJ: Zogby International poll conducted for Garden State Equality finds most NJ
voters 55% for, 40% against same-sex marriage (from 55% for, 41% against in
2003); 61% against state constitutional amendment banning gay marriage.
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May 2005 New Jersey: Newark judge Superior Court Judge Patricia Medina Talbert rules
Kimberly Robinson and Jeanne LoCicero (registered under NJ domestic partner
law, married in Canada last summer) have the right to have both of their names
listed on their child's birth certificate, guarantees both women full parental rights
to the child; judge bases decision on NJ artificial insemination statute which
protects a child's relationship to a non-biological parent who consents to his
spouse's artificial insemination.  KR had baby via AI, April 2005.   LoCicero
could have become an adoptive parent to Vivian.

May 2005 New York State's highest court rules same-sex-marrying New Paltz mayor Jason
West must stand trial on 24 counts of violating the state's domestic relations law

May 2005 OK: a year ago, Cherokee couple Dawn McKinley and Kathy Reynolds given a
Cherokee Nation marriage certificate a year ago and exchanged vows; later a
tribal judge issued an order prohibiting the certificate from being filed. battling for
recognition; complaint goes to tribe's highest court June; Cherokee Nation Tribal
Council has now approved language defining marriage as between one man and
one woman.

May 2005 Oregon: civil union bill split off from bill for LGB human rights protection in
housing and employment have been split off.; first bills inserts the words "civil
union" and "partners" alongside "marriage" and "husband and wife" in state law.
Gov. Ted Kulongoski pro-gay

May 2005 Rhode Island: Senate Judiciary Committee looks at bill to ban same-sex marriage
and prevent the state or any of its agencies from recognizing such unions
performed in other states; House Judiciary Committee looks at bill to legalize
same-sex marriage

May 2005 Texas: Senate State Affairs Committee debate (ready to hold public hearing
Monday, likely to send the measure to the full Senate for debate) on state
constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage delayed for days as Sen.
Rodney Ellis, D-Houston, “tags” measure so it can't be heard in committee for at
least two days.  Bill passed in House 101-29 last month, needs 100 of 150 votes in
the House and 21 of 31 votes in the Senate as well as approval from a majority of
Texas voters.

May 2005 Texas Senate 21-8 approves proposed state constitutional ban on same-sex
marriage; issue goes to voters; House narrowly passed the proposal last month;
state law already prohibits same-sex marriages.

May 2005 Texas: Rep Rep. Robert Talton, author of the proposed ban on gay foster parents,
proposes watered-down version to make it more palatable to its detractors in the
Senate; revised proposal will not specifically prohibit LGBs from fostering but
rather create a list of preferred placements for children (married relative or a
married couple not related to the child); House-Senate committee, made up of five
members from each chamber, “harmonizes” bill so it can be presented to each
house for a final vote.  The House approved the original proposal last month with
a vote of 81-58.

May 2005 Wisconsin: one of the state's biggest churches, South-Central Wisconsin Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, voice-votes to oppose state
constitutional amendment to gay marriage and gay civil unions - felt first part of
amendment redundant because already state law, second part ('a legal status
identical or substantially similar to marriage shall not be recognized in this state.'
objectionable
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May 2005 Wisconsin: Joint Committee on Legislative Organization votes 6-3 along party
lines to hire Alliance Defense Fund(associated with Focus on the Family) to fight
a lawsuit filed last month by six lesbian state workers seeking family benefits for
their partners; only married employees of the state of Wisconsin are permitted to
include their spouses and children on the state insurance plan; state was named as
defendant in the suit, legislature not.  ADF co-founded by Focus on the Family
chair  James Dobson (tolerance and diversity "are almost always buzzwords for
homosexual advocacy").  ADF attorney Glen Lavy will ask the court to have the
legislature as co-defendants along with the state.  The state Department of Justice
typically defends the state in lawsuits, unless a conflict of interest arises or the
case is indefensible. DOJ spokesman Scot Ross said the department is still
deciding whether to fight the lawsuit.

May 2005 Wisconsin Legislature's Joint Finance Committee votes 13-3 against Gov. Jim
Doyle's plan to give the UW System $1 million over the next two years to provide
the benefits to same-sex and opposite-sex couples to U Wisconsin System
employees, rejecting arguments from school officials that they are a needed
recruitment and retention tool and UW-Madison is the only school in the Big Ten
that doesn't offer them to employees.

May 2005 Canada: Bill-38 for same-sex marriage passes second reading 164-137 and goes to
committee.  Tory Vic Toews launches filibuster (demands Calgary RC Bishop
Fred Henry be flown to Ottawa to say he has been threatened by Revenue
Canada), demands 22 additional witnesses. Cte extended a week to June 16. 
House breaks for the summer on June 23.

May 2005 NWT territorial supreme court hears Yellowknife couple  Jason Perrino and Colin
Snow suing NWT gov’t for right to get married, says Charter rights violated; suit
first in NWT.  NWT, Nunavut, Alberta, PEI, NB are the last holdouts.  NWT
Brendan Bell justice minister says his department will not interfere with lawsuit,
says he knows not everyone supports legalizing same-sex marriage, but the
department is prepared for a ruling allowing gays and 
lesbians to get married: "Hypothetically, if the judge rules that the federal
legislation is deficient and orders us to issue marriage certificates to same-sex
couples then we will abide by that.  I don't know if it would be the same day but I
don't think it would take very long. I would think that thereafter I would sit down
with the minister of health who is in charge of our vital statistics and we would
provide the direction to the people at vital statistics and to marriage
commissioners that this is how they would go forward."

May 2005 BC:  Bishop Michael Ingham says blessing of same-sex unions continues in his
New Westminster Diocese, endorses April 27 statement from Windsor meeting,
where Canada's Anglican bishops unanimously committed themselves "neither to
encourage nor to initiate the use of such rites" until a nationwide synod settles the
issue. The next synod session is in 2007.

May 2005 Alberta: Tory caucus again changes mind about using the notwithstanding clause
to fight same-sex marriage, decides not to renew the five-year statutory limitation
on the use of the notwithstanding clause, which expired in late March.

June 2005 Group of conservative/Masorti rabbis  from across the US, Israel, and Europe
come out in support of full inclusion of GLBT community in conservative
congregations and in the conservative rabbinic seminaries; group has increased
from 4 to 90 in just a few days, and is growing; official policy of the Conservative
Movement is to welcome gay and lesbian jews into their synagogues but not for
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out gays and lesbians women to study for the rabbinate and become ordained, nor
for gay couples to commit to one another in a religious ceremony; does allow
congregations or rabbis to decide if gays may or may not be employed as teachers,
youth leaders, as well as whether they may or may not receive honours in
synagogues.

June 2005 Costa Rica: Congress debates bill presented to the Legislative Assembly by
CUIPAC (Research and Promoting Human Rights Centre in Costa Rica) to give
legal rights and equality to same-sex couples (health plans, inheritance). 
Episcopalian Conference of the Catholic Church supports the bill as long as these
unions are not categorized as marriages.

June 2005 Spain: archbishop of Madrid Cardinal Antonio Maria Rouco and other senior
Roman Catholics plan to attend a weekend rally protesting a bill to legalize gay
marriage, their first display of anti-government activism in more than 20 years. 
Manuel Bru, a spokesman for AB Madrid: Catholic policy in Spain is for the
church not to call protest rallies against the government and generally not take
part in such demonstrations, but here leaders are not opposing the Socialist
government as much as its intention to legalize gay marriage and give same-sex
couples the same rights as heterosexual ones, including the right to adopt children.
Madrid: 150,000 rally against same-sex marriage; more than 500 busses brought
people to the capital; planes were chartered to fly in the faithful from the Canary
Islands and Spanish areas in Morocco; rally organized by the RC Church and
rightwing opposition Popular Party; AB Madrid Cardinal Antonio Maria Rouco in
his red vestment, and 15 bishops lead the rally.  Recent opinion polls have
Spaniards 66% for, 26% against legalizing gay marriage
Pio Garcia-Escudero leader of rightwing opposition Popular Party apologizes
(although the party opposes same-sex marriage and gay adoption it does not
endorse homophobia) for remarks made the day before by one of its own
witnesses at a committee hearing, Aquilino Polaino, a psychology prof at Madrid's
Catholic U (homosexuality is a "disease," gay adoption will turn children gay
(further, in 10 years those children will likely sue the government for
compensation for "having agreed to allow the break up of their personal identity"),
homosexuality is "learned behaviour" and "pathological in nature" caused by "a
violent, hostile, distant or alcoholic father" or "a cold, over-protective mother" and
can lead those so afflicted to depression and to seek solace in drugs
Senate 131-119 rejects same-sex marriage bill; Popular Party and a small
rightwing party from Catalonia voted together against; bill return to lower house;
PM Zapatero’s spokesman says government will use an override provision in the
constitution to force the legislation through.

Catholic lay group Spanish Family Forum presents lawmakers with petition of
600,000 signatures opposing gay marriage, in addition to half a million others last
month to call a referendum on whether Spain should institute gay marriage; SFF
wants rightwing Spanish lawmakers to file a lawsuit seeking to have gay marriage
declared unconstitutional since marriage can only be the union of a man and a
woman.

June 2005 Spain: Congress of Deputies votes 187-147 (4 abst) for same-sex marriage (incl
inheritance, adoption); bill is now law. Senate, which rejected the bill last week, is
an advisory body.  Gay couples will be allowed to marry as soon as the law is
published in the Boletin Oficial del Estado, the official government registry (two
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weeks at the latest).  PM Zapatero lacks a majority in the chamber but got help
from small regional-based parties that tend to be his allies.  Spain 3rd country since
Canada’s law still has to pass Senate.
Parliament also overhauled Spain's 25-year-old divorce law, letting couples end
their marriage without a mandatory separation or having to state a reason for the
split-up; has also allowed stem-cell research; Z wants to loosen Spain's restrictive
abortion law.

June 2005 Slovenia 44-3 passes bill to give same-sex partners medical-care, housing, and
(limited) inheritance rights; no adoption; allows gay and lesbian couples to
register their partnerships but specifically says it does not constitute legalization
of gay marriage.

June 2005 Rome: Pope Benedict XVI makes his first public statement on same-sex marriage:
“The various forms of the dissolution of matrimony today, like free unions, trial
marriages, and going up to pseudo-matrimonies by people of the same sex, are
rather expressions of an anarchic freedom that wrongly passes for true freedom of
man” (address to a conference of the Diocese of Rome on the role of the family
held at St. John Lateran basilica).

June 2005 Switzerland holds 3 referenda: should it (not a EU member) join the Schengen
agreement (open borders to its EU neighbours and share crime info); should it join
the Dublin agreement (get into Eurodac, database to stop asylum-seekers making
applications to more than one European country); should it legalise same sex
partnerships inheritance and tax rights but not adoption or fertility treatment). 
Govt is for Schengen and Dublin.
Referendum approves same-sex partnership law: 58% vote for; first time in world
a whole nation is asked to express approval for the legal recognition of same-sex
partnerships rights (parliament was 3/4 for in June 2004; Federal Democratic
Union rightwing petition forced referendum.  Switzerland 14th country to legally
recognise same-sex relationships.  Registered partnerships previously only existed
at a regional level in cantons Zurich, Geneva and Neuchâtel.  Justice Minister
Christoph Blocher: “A registered partnership is not a marriage; it is an institution
for those people who by definition cannot marry.”
FDU’s Waber says they will fight plans for gay people to explain to
schoolchildren what homosexuality is:”Children especially will no longer
understand what heterosexuality represents.  We will see society become more 
‘homosexual.’”

June 2005 Swedish government repeals law barring lesbian couples from in vitro fertilization
and fertility treatments as of July 1; lawmakers said that banning the use of in
vitro did not prevent lesbians from becoming pregnant and in some cases the
health of women was put at risk.  Single women (lesbian or otherwise) still
banned.

June 2005 Dutch cabinet passes bill allowing gay couples to adopt foreign children in the
Netherlands, also scrapping three-year probation period for gay step-parents to
adopt, so now a lesbian can adopt immediately if her partner gives birth; adoption
of Dutch children by gay couples OK since same-sex marriage Sept 2000; Dutch
Justice Minister Piet Hein Donner reluctantly agrees to change 
legislation in March, arguing that no country will allow a gay Dutch couple to
adopt a child anyhow.

June 2005 UK: Methodist church becomes first big Christian denomination in Britain to



CLGRO, the Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario: The Spousal Collection III

38

offer the prospect of blessings services for same-sex couples, although adamant
services would not be regarded by the church as marriages; annual Methodist
conference votes unanimously to continue its "pilgrimage of faith" towards gay
people.  300,000 UK Methodists, country's third largest denomination. 
Conference votes for its faith and order committee to research guidelines to offer
ministers on how to respond to requests to conduct prayers or services of blessing
for same-sex couples, in the light of the government's legislation on civil
partnerships.

June 2005 Scotland: Deputy Education Minister Euan Robson, after a four-year review by
the Adoption Policy Review Group, announces Scottish Executive (ministers)
back a review saying straight and same-sex couples "who are in enduring family
relationships should be able to adopt jointly" and relax the law that allows only
married couples to adopt children.  Adoptions in Scotland are down from 1000 a
year 20 years ago to 400 a year today.  Move denounced by Scots Catholics
("contrary to the common good" and could "cause harm to children") and
Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the Rev David
Lacy ("absolutely" against).  MSPs yet to vote.  Currently unmarried couples can
adopt like this: partners are assessed together, but only one can apply to adopt -
the other has to apply for a residence order so they can continue living in the
household.  Report has 107 recommendations; Executive has accepted most and
will publish a consultation paper later this month.  

June 2005 Kent: Bromley council bans on civil partner ceremonies on municipal property,
though Civil Partnership Act says councils must offer civil partnerships in register
offices (not obliged to offer ceremonies similar to marriage); London Mayor Ken
Livingstone writes to Tory leader Michael Howard to object and says he will
pursue legal action against "discriminatory and mean-spirited" decision; Council
Leader Stephen Carr and the borough Mayor Joan Wykes are both Tory
councillors and vociferous opponents of the new laws which will undermine
families.

June 2005 USA: new HRC report, The State of the Workplace for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender Americans 2004: over 8,250 employers provide domestic
partnership benefits (up 13% from 2003); of Fortune 500, 216 companies
provided domestic partner benefits (up tenfold since 1995); 49 of the Fortune 50
companies include sexual orientation in their non-discrimination policies;
ExxonMobil Corp. is the only company in the Fortune 50 that does not; 410
companies in the Fortune 500 (82%) include sexual orientation in their  non-
discrimination policies; 20 local jurisdictions or municipal agencies added
domestic partner benefits coverage for public employees (up 12%); the closer a
company is to the top of the Fortune list, the more likely it is to have an inclusive
policy (49 - or 98% - of the Fortune 50 companies include sexual orientation in
their non-discrimination policy); 67 cities and counties prohibit workplace
discrimination on the basis of gender identity or expression; 6 jurisdictions
implemented such protections in 2004.

June 2005 USA: Conservative Judaism's Rabbinical Assembly announces Committee on
Jewish Law and Standards (which sets policy on application of halakha, Jewish
law) has "upheld the biblical injunction against homosexual behaviour," kept in
place a 1992 ruling against both ordination of openly gay rabbis and commitment
ceremonies for same-sex couples, but committee members are divided and "lively
debate" will continue over coming months.

June 2005 USA: bill Uniting American Families Act (previously the Permanent Partners
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Immigration Act, died when the last session of Congress ended), sponsored by
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) in the House and Sen. Pat Leahy (D-Vt) in the
Senate, introduced in Congress to treat same-sex couples the same as opposite
sex-couples for the purposes of immigration.  At least 16 countries recognize
same-sex couples for the purposes of immigration: Australia, Belgium, Brazil,
Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Israel, the Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, Sweden, UK.

June 2005 USA: President Bush calls on Congress to pass a constitutional amendment to ban
same-sex marriage (speaking to 11-thousand delegates at the annual Southern
Baptist Convention).

 June 2005 California: gay marriage bill 35-37 fails to pass assembly; bill needed 41 votes to
pass; 5 Democrats and 32 Republicans oppose

 June 2005 California Supreme Court let stand new law granting registered domestic partners
almost all state-governed rights and protections available to married couples
except the ability to file a joint tax return; justices unanimously decline to review
lower-court rulings that said the law does not conflict with a voter-approved
measure against gay marriage.  Domestic partner law signed in 2003 by then-Gov.
Gray Davis.

June 2005 Connecticut: Senate approves a law that allows same sex unions to be registered
with practically the same rights as those of straight couples

June 2005 Illinois: Glengariff Group of Chicago poll on same-sex marriage in Illinois: 67%
oppose amending state Constitution to ban gay marriage; 70% oppose amending
US Constitution to ban gay marriage; opposition runs across every region of the
state, every age group and amongst Democrats, Independents and Republicans;
49% oppose, 38% support gay marriage; 36% oppose, 53% support civil unions;
77% support a series of six different rights incl hospital visits; majority support
gay families in pensions, inheritance rights, and adoption.

June 2005 Maine: house reps votes 88-56 against proposed state constitutional amendment to
ban same-sex marriages; amendment needed two-thirds vote to pass; bill now
faces a Senate vote.

June 2005 Maryland: Court of Appeals reverses lower court ruling and agrees to consider
appeal from a gay father Ulf Hedberg ordered to stop living with his partner while
raising his 12-year-old son.

June 2005 Michigan-based Christian Reformed Church synod votes to send a special
committee to First CRC of Toronto (Rev. Nick Overduin) to find out whether the
church's teachings on same-sex couples violate church policy; in 2002, the
Toronto church said it wanted to elect to church offices gays in committed
relationships; threatened with expulsion, the church pledged not to nominate gays
but has failed to produce a promised position paper on its views.
Leaders of the Reformed Church of America finds New Brunswick minister Rev.
Norman Kansfield, 65, dismissed January, guilty of violating the Bible and the
denomination's teachings because he officiated at his gay daughter's wedding
ceremony last June in Massachusetts  About two-thirds of the 240 delegates at the
church's annual gathering in Schenectady, NY, rule Kansfield broke his ordination
vows and should have sought the church's counsel before performing the wedding;
delegates deliberate his punishment, perhaps defrocking.  Kansfield says he didn't
know at the time of his daughter's wedding that church leaders at their annual
meeting had just adopted a resolution that said marriage was only for one man,
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one woman.  RCA has 279,000 members in 897 congregations, many in NY, NJ
and Michigan (church's roots: Dutch settlers in 1600s).

June 2005 California: federal judge Gary Taylor of the Central District of California rejects
an Orange County gay couple's bid to challenge the Federal Defense of Marriage
Act as a means to get a marriage license, acknowledges the law "has a
disproportionate effect on homosexual individuals," but promoting procreation is
a valid reason for the government limiting the rights of gay couples.  Suit of
Christopher Hammer and Arthur Smelt.  Other cases are still before the courts.

June 2005 Nebraska's AG files appeal to have the state's ban on same-sex marriage restored
(US District Judge Joseph Bataillon struck it down last month)

June 2005 New Jersey appeals court rules 2-1 state constitution does not require the
recognition of same-sex marriage, upholds 2003  ruling from 2003, says it is up to
the legislature; case of 7 couples (incl Craig Hutchison and Chris Lodewyks, 33
together, Maureen Kilian and Cindy Meneghin, 30 years, with 12-year-old son and
10-year-old daughter, Sarah).

June 2005 New Mexico: Navajo Nation tribal government votes 62-14 (12 delegates abst or
abs) to override its president's veto of a measure banning same-sex marriage on
the nation's largest Indian reservation and support the Dine Marriage Act of 2005
(marriage is between a man and a woman; no plural marriages; no marriage
between parents and children, grandparents and grandchildren, brothers and sisters
and other close relatives).   Delegate from Montezuma Creek, Utah, Kenneth
Maryboy: “In the traditional Navajo ways, gay marriage is a big no-no.  It all boils
down to the circle of life. We were put on the earth to produce offspring.”

June 2005 NY: city of New York joins Buffalo, Rochester, Brighton, Ithaca, and Nyack as
the sixth city in the State of New York to recognize the validity of same-sex
unions performed according to the laws of other states.

June 2005 NYC: after intervention of NY Mayor Michael Bloomberg, City University of
New York (CUNY) says it will treat same-sex marriages the same as straight ones
in administering employee benefits; Queen’s College employee Robert Pisano
married his partner John Thompson in Canada but CUNY refused to register his
husband under its spousal health plan, saying New York State did not recognize
same-sex marriage; told the couple they had to register in New York as domestic
partners.  City of New York recognizes same-sex marriages performed in areas
where they are legal.

June 2005 New York State passes bill creating a death care proxy form, allowing New
Yorkers to designate a person to carry out their wishes for the disposition of their
body after they die, also giving straight and gay domestic partners the same
priority status in decision making as surviving spouses; bill passes Democratic-led
Assembly 94-25 and Republican-led Senate 58-0.  Bill provides three ways to
define a domestic partner: 1) for same-sex couples who are able to register their
partnership with a government entity; 2) being formally recognized as a
beneficiary or covered under a partner’s employment benefits or health insurance;
3) providing documents similar to what the private sector and New York State
require for an employee to obtain domestic partner health insurance.

June 2005 NY: Global Strategy Group for Pride Agenda statewide poll in March found 83%
of New Yorkers said providing this right to same-sex partners was important; 89%
of Democrats, 81% of Independents and 76% of Republicans believed control of
remains authority is an important right that should be provided.
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June 2005 Oregon: Senate panel 3-2 passes bill to create civil unions; bill heads to full
Senate, where it is expected to pass; Republican-controlled House is currently
considering its own bill to provide a more limited set of reciprocal rights to any
two people over 18, including relatives.
Nike supports both bills in the state: civil union and human rights/ anti-
discrimination bills; bills endorsed by Gov. Ted Kulongoski, have passed the
committee stage, are heading to full Senate where they are expected to pass; then
to a tough fight in the House.
Oregon Senate combines the two bills: legalize civil unions and ban
discrimination against gays and lesbians in housing and employment.  Backers
originally felt they could pass at least one, but session is running out.

June 2005 Penn State University offering health benefits to workers with same-sex partners;
change went quietly into effect earlier this year and is just now being publicized;
about two dozen workers have signed up; Penn State is the seventh-largest
employer in Pennsylvania, 39,000 people, half of them full-time, 24 campuses.

June 2005 Texas Gov. Rick Perry sign legislation sending to voters this fall a proposed
amendment to the state Constitution to ban same-sex marriage (chooses to sign
the document at Calvary Christian Academy in  Forth Worth).

June 2005 Utah: Human Rights Campaign holds annual fundraiser in Utah; one of the
region's biggest banks, Zions Bank, signs on as a sponsor but pulls out days before
the formal dinner; ZB spokesperson Robert Brough says the company had
anonymous phone calls saying the event supported gay marriage and the Deseret
Morning News (which denies it) is working on a report the bank supports gay
marriage, also claims the bank did not know HRC was a LGBT civil rights group
when it agreed to sponsor the event but thought it was a Democratic Party human
rights event to promote equality in the work force, particularly single mothers.

June 2005 West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals rejects bid to remove 5-year-old
Zachary from his lesbian mother Tina Burch following the car-crash death of her
partner Christina Smarr, the child's biological mother; awards TB primary
custody, with visitation rights to the grandparents Paul and Janet Smarr who
sought custody of Zachary.

June 2005 Wisconsin's AG  Peg Lautenschlager asked a judge to throw out a lawsuit filed
April by gay and lesbian state workers (U Wisconsin System, Dept Corrections,
Dept Transportation) who claim denying them partner benefits is unconstitutional,
PL says there are no guarantees to same-sex couples in the Wisconsin state.

June 2005 Canada: federal government says it will push same-sex marriage legislation
through Parliament before a summer recess, only two days after the three other
parties agreed to extend committee hearings on the legislation to mid-June. Senate
agrees to hold extra sittings in July

June 2005 Canada: Leger Marketing poll finds 49% believe homosexuality is “an abnormal
condition,” 46% think it normal; 5% dk or didn’t answer.  57% say marriage
between a family member and someone of the same-sex would not bother them;
28% say they would not attend a same-sex marriage.

June 2005 Canada: Leger Marketing poll finds 63%would show up for a gay wedding, 28%
would refuse the invitation;

June 2005 Canada: justice min Irwin Cotler says gay marriage bill will pass before summer,
and for sure churches won't be forced to perform gay weddings, but provincial
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marriage commissioners or religious organizations who turn away same-sex
couples fall into provincial jurisdiction.  Conservatives say they will pass budget
if Grits put off vote.  Grits say no.  Budget squeaks past.
Canadian Labour Congress convention in Montreal unanimously calls for
immediate passage of the same-sex marriage legislation.
Canada: CUPE says federal government should not allow the Conservatives'
tactics to delay the passage of same-sex marriage legislation; CUPE National
President Paul Moist: "For more than two years, this issue has been discussed and
debated in every corner of Canada. Eight Canadian courts have ruled that
excluding lesbians and gay men from civil marriage is discriminatory.  There are
no undecided members of Parliament.  It's time to vote."
Government serves notice it will ask MPs to extend Parliament's sitting
indefinitely to bring same-sex marriage legislation to a vote, blames Tory
obstructivism.  Liberal House leader Tony Valeri: the government will use every
available procedural means to pass Bill C-38 before Parliament's summer break. 
Bloc Québécois says it will support extending session only if it receives a written
guarantee that bill C-38 will be put to a vote; it does.  Bloc and Liberals make a
deal, vote 195-97 for ending the debate on whether 
to extend the sitting.  House of Commons votes 191-108 to extend (first time
since free-trade in 1988).
Canada’s largest union, Canadian Union of Public Employees, sends urgent
appeal to its 540,000 members for all "CUPE Divisions, Councils, Locals and
members to urgently contact their Members of Parliament to immediately pass
Bill C-38 before Parliament stands down for the summer recess."  
Parties delay until success of bill is tied in with that of budget; Liberals pull
procedural number to shortcut budget debate and bring it to a vote which they win
152-147.
Tories say they will not filibuster or obstruct passage of same-sex marriage bill
through the House of Commons; Tory House Leader Jay Hill notes his party has
no means left to block it.  "There is no way to stop it. . . . It's inevitable, because
even with some 30-some backbench Liberals that will vote against, there's
insufficient numbers to stop it," he said.
United Church of Canada calls on government to move in a timely way to end the
debate on Bill C-38 and to vote in favour of same-sex marriage legislation;
Richard Chambers, UC Justice, Global and Ecumenical Relations Unit: "Marriage
will be enhanced, not diminished, religious freedom will be protected, not
threatened, and Canadian society will be strengthened, not weakened, as a result
of this legislation.
June 27: MPs vote 163-106 for late-night closure motion to limit further debate on
the gay marriage legislation to another eight hours; bill at report stage, must
proceed to third reading and be passed in a vote in the House of Commons before
it can receive royal assent and become law of the land.
Commons vote 158-133 for bill; Canada is third country in the world to legally
recognize same-sex marriage; PM Paul Martin: "(This) is about the Charter of
Rights.  We are a nation of minorities. And in a nation of minorities, it is
important that you don't cherry-pick rights.  A right is a right and that is what this
vote tonight is all about."  At least two dozen Liberal MPs voted against; Joe
Comuzzi resigned his cabinet seat as minister for northern Ontario's economic
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development to do so; bill must pass Senate, likely within days.  Then Alberta,
PEI, Nunavut and NWT will be brought in line.

June 2005 Canada: Supreme Court agrees to hear government appeal in same-sex pensions
case; last Nov, the Ontario Court of Appeal ruled the federal government had
violated the rights of gays and lesbians by depriving them of more than $100-
million survivor pension benefits.  Ottawa passed legislation in 2000 allowing
same-sex partners to collect survivor benefits under the Canada Pension Plan,
restricted to those who had lost a partner after 
January, 1998.

June 2005 BC: two Nanaimo women are the first same-sex couple in BC to be granted a 
divorce; married in Parksville in 2003; in granting the divorce order, BC Supreme
Court Justice Laura Gerow strikes down the Divorce Act definition of a married
couple as being unconstitutional - the old definition referred to a  man and woman
but the new one refers to any two persons.

 June 2005 NB: Justice Judy Clendenning in Court of Queen's Bench of NB in Moncton
denies intervenor status in marriage case to four religious leaders since, no matter
what her ruling will be on the matter, churches will retain the right to decide
whom they should marry.  Four couples in NB argue the province is violating
their human rights.  NB Premier Bernard Lord said he would only change the
province's marriage law if he were forced to by the courts, or by a change in
federal legislation.  NB's legal representative said if same-sex marriage were
allowed, the province would need about 10 days notice to get ready for the
change.
Clendenning says she doesn't think she can rewrite the 8 other rulings allowing
unions, but wait a week for her written decision.  Lesbian couples Bridget
McGale, of Saint John, and 24-year-partner Catherine Sidney; gay Saint John
residents 12-year-partners James Crooks and Carl Trickey.
Clendenning rules for the 4 gay couples, writes the definition of civil marriage
must be changed from a lawful union between a man and a woman, to a  lawful
union "between two persons," gives the province a 10-day grace period to get the
new marriage definition into place.  PEI, Alberta, Nunavut, NWT still hold out.

June 2005 New Brunswick: Justice Minister Brad Green introduces bill that adds civic clerks
to priests and ministers in having the right to say "no" when asked to perform a 
ceremony that violates their personal religious beliefs; says the province will
make sure there is at least one person willing to perform same-sex marriages in
every jurisdiction.

May 2005 Nova Scotia: two men (sergeant and warrant officer) married at the chapel on the
Greenwood base, thought to be military's first gay wedding; Lt.-Cmdr. David
Greenwood, base's head chaplain, as an Anglican could not perform the marriage
and called in a United Church minister from Wolfville.

June 2005 Ontario Court of Appeal 3-0 directs Superior Court judge to determine if the
regulations infringe the Charter rights of the woman, known only as Susan Doe,
by subjecting her to restrictions not imposed on heterosexual women who want to
use sperm from a known donor.  Justice Harry LaForme writing for the court
orders case to proceed on “expedited” basis: “The Charter issues in this case, I
believe, have ramifications beyond the personal situation of the appellant that
justify the expenditure of judicial resources.”  Case of 40-year-old Toronto
woman v federal Processing and Distribution of Semen for Assisted Conception
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Regulations that prevent lesbians choosing gay fathers for their children (donated
sperm must be quarantined for six months and tested for disease; no sperm from
gay men or over-40s - though women can use sperm from a husband or regular
sexual partner and not be subjected to the regulations).  Last hearing Feb.

July 2005 Uganda: parliament passes (got 111-17 (3 abst) for 2nd reading) constitutional
amendment stating that "marriage is lawful only if entered into between a man and
a woman" and that "it is unlawful for same-sex couples to marry" (jail terms to be
laid out in revisions to the Ugandan penal code at a later date); penal code
criminalizes "carnal knowledge against the order of nature" with a maximum
penalty of life imprisonment, "attempts" and acts of "gross indecency" with up to
seven years.  State-sponsored media have called for stronger measures against
homosexual conduct.

July 2005 Brazil: Sao Paulo judge Julio Cesar Spoladore Domingos rules there is no valid
reason to deny a same-sex couple the right to adopt children, . It is believed the
case Vasco Pereira da Gama, 33, and Dorival Pereira de Carvalho, 41, may jointly
adopt a child; they are together 13 years and own a model agency and beauty
salon; judge cites policy statement by the Psychology Council that "homosexuality
is not a disease, a disturbance or a perversion."

July 2005 Greece: Synaspismos Coalition (leftist) opposition party supports same-sex
marriage; government of Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis opposes; in February
quasi Government agency National Human Rights Committee told the
government to create a civil unions registry for same-sex and straight unmarried
couples; committee report handed over to the Justice Ministry; no known
progress.  Greek Orthodox Church has conniptions; Bishop Anthimos of
Thessaloniki calls the support "impudence and shame".

July 2005 Polish RC archbishop Tadeusz Goclowski says Spanish parliament had no moral
right to legalize gay marriages, which are basically immoral, homosexual unions
are a negation of love and ethical codes at its very source, something that is
immoral cannot become a law.

July 2005 Spain: Supreme Court of Justice of Catalonia rules Spanish man Enric Baucells,
45, can't wed Indian partner Vipul Dutt, 33, because India does not allow
same-sex marriage, cites article in Spanish civil code which says foreign residents
seeking to wed Spaniards are bound by the laws of the country where they have
citizenship; couples can appeal to a Justice Ministry department that oversees
Spain's civil registries.

July 2005 Spain: Alicante judge Laura Alabau denies marriage license to lesbian couple,
says new law may violate Constitution §163 which specifically refers to marriage
as between "a man and a woman," asks Constitutional Court to issue a ruling.

July 2005 Italy: main opposition leader Center-left leader RC Romano Prodi supports move
to provide protections for gay and lesbian couples (would like to see a system to
similar to France's Civil Solidarity Pact, which grants cohabiting gay or straight
couples rights on inheritance, medical care, and pensions) but remains opposed to
same-sex marriage, says he has the support of the entire coalition, a grouping of
moderate parties that make up the opposition to the conservative government of
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi.  PM supports "very limited" rights for gay
couples.  Six different bills to offer varying rights for same-sex couples have been
introduced in Parliament.  Prodi's support is seen as assurance that at least one
will make it through.  Polls show that the coalition is likely to win next spring's
general election.
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July 2005 Belgian government says 2,442 same-sex couples have wed since gay marriage
became legal in 2003, 3% of all marriages in Belgium are now between partners
of the same sex. 

July 2005 Ireland: Minister for Justice Michael McDowell says the question of new rights
for same-sex couples will be one "of 'how', not 'if'"; the government will start
discussions on a scheme thought to be similar to the UK's Civil Partnership Act.

July 2005 County Antrim: Lisburn Borough Council's bans gay civil partnership ceremonies
in council wedding room on the grounds that same-sex registration is not
marriage.

July 2005 UK: class action suit is being prepared to recover millions of dollars in inheritance
taxes paid by British gays and lesbians when their partners died; civil unions come
into force December, but LGBs should have been exempted from the tax in
October 2000 when the Human Rights Act came into force.  One those affected is
Nigel Hawthorne partner Trevor Bentham, forced to pay $700,000 in death duties
when Hawthorne died.

July 2005 UK: Department of Trade and Industry Name says LGBs who have civil
partnerships year will be able to take their partner's name if they want, apply for a
certificate that will recognise them either taking one partner's surname or choosing
a hyphenated version of their names, and the certificates will be accepted by the
Passport Agency and the DVLA; there will also be changes in how tax credits and
child benefits are recognised for same-sex couples, whether they decide to become
civil partners or not; same-sex couples who live together will now be recognised
in the same way as unmarried heterosexual co-habitees are and will have to let
HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) know if they claim tax credits or child
benefits as a single person.

July 2005 UK: Church of England House of Bishops accepts and ABC approves report
recommending gay and lesbian priests may have civil unions but not sex; law
provides civil unions but, to register as a couple, LGB vicars must provide their
bishops with a written assurance of celibacy.    Nor will other same-sex couples
who "marry" in new civil partnership ceremonies receive Christian services of
blessing because of an ambiguity in the Civil Partnership Act over partners'
intentions to engage in a sexual relationship; but the HOB appears to back an
informal policy of pastoral care and support for gay couples.  Pastoral statement:
"For Christians, marriage - that is the lifelong union between a man and a woman
- remains the proper context for sexual activity. In its approach to civil
partnerships the church will continue to uphold that standard, to affirm the value
of committed, sexually abstinent friendships between people of the same sex and
to minister sensitively and pastorally to those Christians who conscientiously
decide to order their lives differently."

July 2005 US: at the annual meeting in Atlanta, Committee of 50 United Church of Christ
representatives almost unanimously (voice vote, 2 or 3 noes) approves resolution
(supported by the UCC's president, John H. Thomas) on same-sex marriage,
recommends it be approved when voted on next week by General Synod;
committee also votes against adopting a resolution declaring marriage to be
between one man and one woman and a third resolution for study and prayer on
the issue.  General Synod of UCC then votes (about 80%) to endorse same-sex
marriage, after debating for an hour.   In the early 1970s, the UCC became the first
major Christian church to ordain an openly gay minister.  UCC churches are
autonomous, meaning the General Synod does not create  policy for its more than
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5,700 congregations.
July 2005 US: bill Domestic Partner Health Benefits Equity Act (to treat same-sex couples

the same as married couples for the purposes of partner benefits) is re-filed in
Congress after dying last year; companies offering domestic partner benefits are
hit with higher taxes; currently, if a person $40,000 a year and their same-sex
partner’s insurance is valued at $200 a month, they are taxed on $42,400; a
married person covering a spouse would be taxed on only the $40,000.

July 2005 US:  American Psychiatric Association board of trustees votes 14-1 (2 abst) to
approve APA May position statement: "In the interests of maintaining and
promoting mental health, the APA supports the legal recognition of same-sex civil
marriage with all rights, benefits and responsibilities conferred by civil marriage,
and opposes restrictions to those same rights, benefits and responsibilities.”

 July 2005 Arizona: same-sex domestic partners of U Arizona employees and their children
will get reduced tuition, part of a new policy that does not include the same
benefits and insurance offered to married couples.

July 2005 California: Senate Judiciary Committee votes 5-2 for same-sex marriage bill
(Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act), which needs approval by
a second committee before moving to the full Senate; the bill was defeated by four
votes last month in the state Assembly

July 2005 California: AG approves 4 similar proposed amendments to state constitution all
intending to ban same-sex marriage (repeal existing protections, permanently ban
the rights and responsibilities currently available to legally registered gay and
lesbian domestic partners); they can now be printed on petitions for proponents to
circulate; each needs  nearly one million signatures to qualify for the June 2006
ballot.

July 2005 California Supreme Court's rules San Diego club may not deny Birgit Koebke and
Kendall French the privileges enjoyed by married members, says registered
domestic partners are the equivalent of spouses under state civil rights law, says
state Domestic Partnership Act must be construed liberally, as the state legislature
had intended, to "equalize the status of registered domestic partners and married
couples"; Koebke in 1995 asked the club's directors to allow her to designate
French her "significant other" so they could golf together as do married couples.

July 2005 Georgia: law banning state and municipalities from imposing any penalty on
private organizations "engaged in lawful expressive association" (law pushed
through after city attempted to fine an exclusive country club which refused to sell
family memberships to gay and lesbian couples).

July 2005 Mass.: Gov. Mitt Romney's office is instructing hospitals to cross out the word
"father" on birth certificates for the children of same-sex parents and substitute the
phrase "second parent"; Romney’s spokesman Eric Fehrnstrom says the
certificates are perfectly legal but  the clerks who register and store birth records
say the cross-outs could make them open to challenges by passport agents, foreign
governments and other officials.  Fehrnstrom says the state Legislature must
authorize any changes to birth certificates.

July 2005 Ohio: appeals court rules domestic partner registry in Cleveland Heights does not
violate the state's constitution; initiative creating the registry passed with 55% of
the vote in November 2003; challenged by city council rightwinger Jimmie Hicks
Jr., in court in 2004 (rep by the national Christian Alliance Defense Fund).  May
2004 judge dismissed Hick's case saying the registry confers no legal status on the
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couples and is not in conflict with the state constitution.  Hick appealed;
three-judge panel of the 8th Ohio District Court of Appeals unanimously upheld
the lower court ruling; Hick appealed

 July 2005 Oregon: Senate passes an omnibus LGBT civil rights bill; gays get included in
state nondiscrimination act (covers employment, housing, and public
accommodations, already has race, colour, religion etc) and a civil unions registry,
many marriage rights (incl inheritance, pensions, property rights when a partner
dies, medical decisions); Gov. Ted Kulongoski supports bill and several other
factors.  Bill now goes to House where Speaker Karen Minnis (R-Wood Village)
says she has no intention of allowing it to come to vote since the civil unions
section of the bill violates the state's constitutional amendment banning same-sex
marriage. 

July 2005 Oregon: House speaker Karen Minnis (Rep) says she has no intention of allowing
a House vote on a bill allowing civil unions for same-sex couples: "This issue has
been greatly discussed; it's been voted on."

July 2005 Pennsylvania Employees Benefit Trust Fund board votes unanimously to study the
possibility of extending coverage to same-sex partners and unmarried
heterosexual couples who live together; no deadline.

July 2005 Utah: Salt Lake County Council 5-4 rejects proposal to extend full benefits to
domestic partners of county employees.

July 2005 Wisconsin: city of Green Bay and seven other municipalities seek intervenor
status to argue against lawsuit seeking partner benefits for LGB government
workers; suit filed by ACLU April for six lesbian state employees, charges
Wisconsin's policy violates the state constitution's equal protection guarantees
because it blocks lesbian and gay employees, who are barred from marrying in the
state, from access to the same coverage for their families.  

July 2005 Canada: senators vote 43-12 for second reading of gay marriage bill, which now
sends the bill to committee for further study.

July 2005 Marc Cardinal Ouellet tells Senate committee same-sex marriage threatens
religious freedom and priests sometimes don't even feel comfortable preaching
their church's morality for fear of being branded homophobes, feel intimidated in
their own churches, have even been asked to baptize the children of gay or lesbian
couples (Conference of Catholic Bishops has decided that if both parents want to
sign the certificate of baptism the church will not allow the blessing to take place;
Ouellet: "If I take the example of the ceremony of baptism, according to our canon
law, we cannot accept the signatures of two fathers or two mothers as parents of
an infant"); homosexual lifestyle shouldn't be glorified as beneficial to society.
Ouellet then tells papers he won’t excommunicate MPs who support same-sex
marriage but they should be denied parish leadership roles: “You do not lose your
right to belong to a community because you do not vote the right way.”  

July 2005 Canada: Globe and Mail/CTV poll finds 55% want the next government to let
same-sex legislation stand, while 39% would like them to try to repeal it and 6%
don’t know.  Asked about the government’s most notable achievement, 28%
picked the health-care accord, 19% same-sex marriage, 14% tsunami relief, 10%
preliminary daycare deals; asked to think of an achievement without the
prompting of a list, 60% could not come up with one.  51% oppose, 46% support 
allowing gay couples to legally adopt

July 2005 Senate votes 47-22 (3 abst) for gay marriage bill after raucous debate; Liberals
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threaten to invoke closure but debate runs its course and members vote.   No
provincial marriage bills change d by end July.  PEI attorney general, Mildred
Dover: "We were consulting about whether or not we could just scratch out the
words husband and wife, bride and groom, and maybe just put spouse and spouse. 
We're not even sure what words you'd use."

 July 2005 Canada: just before senate marriage vote, federal government says it will start
paying widowed same-sex partners survivor benefits under the Canada Pension
Plan, even though it's still fighting their claims in court; decision won't give them
all they were asking for (those who have filed applications for survivor benefits
can collect as of December 2003, the date an Ontario trial judge first ruled in their
favour) and, if they ultimately lose their case in the Supreme Court, they may have
to pay back what money they do get.   Paul Vickery, lawyer with the federal
Justice Department, says government agrees to make the payments on a "without
prejudice" basis, pending resolution of the Supreme Court case that won't be heard
for several months, says the interim arrangement will affect at least 285 claimants
involved in the court case (Hislpo’s lawyer Douglas Elliott puts the number at
490, counting people who have not yet filed formal applications).

July 2005 Canada: delegates to the 10th biennial national convention of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada vote down (secret ballot, 220-183, 5 abst.) a motion
allowing pastors a "local option" to perform blessings for same-sex unions.

July 2005 Alberta Premier Ralph Klein: "We will proceed to issue marriage licenses to
same-sex couples, much to our chagrin, following proclamation of the federal
Civil Marriage Act," adds if an Alberta marriage commissioner doesn't want to
perform a marriage, however, he or she would not be forced to.

 July 2005 PEI Attorney-General Mildred Dover says province has little choice but to go
along with recent federal marriage legislation: "We have said all along that we
would comply if the federal government passed same-sex legislation. They have
the power to define marriage"; Greg Howard, ED, Human Rights Commission is
pleased because it means the province will comply and not try to obstruct - HRC
staff have identified approximately 50 places in provincial legislation where
references to spouse, marriage, husband or wife may have to be altered to include
non-traditional pairs, hope for omnibus bill to the effect of wherever the word
spouse appears in legislation, it includes same-sex and heterosexual marriages

August 2005 Caribbean: Aruba's Superior Court confirms a December lower court ruling that
former Dutch colony Aruba must register the marriage of Charlene and Esther
Oduber-Lamers, wed in Holland in 2001.  "Since Aruba is part of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands, it must comply with demands of the Kingdom."  Aruban
government has three months to take the case to Holland's Supreme Court, which
it has promised to do.  Ruben Trapenberg, spokesman for Aruban Prime Minister
Nelson Oduber: "We give neither legal nor moral recognition to same-sex
marriages."  Public Registry rejected marriage certificate last year; government 
argued the civil code did not allow for same-sex marriage and that it would go
against Aruba's way of life.  Charlene, a 33-year-old Aruba native, and Esther, a
38-year-old Dutch citizen.  Aruba lies off the northern coast of Venezuela and is
an autonomous republic that forms part of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
Dutch statutes require that all members of the Kingdom - Aruba, Holland, and the
Dutch Antilles - recognize each other's legal documents, including marriage
certificates.

August 2005 Iceland: 40-50,000 at Reykjavík Gay Pride parade and festivities; minister of



CLGRO, the Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario: The Spousal Collection III

49

social affairs Árni Magnússon speaks to crowd, says he completely supports the
rights of gays to marry and adopt children and of lesbians to receive fertility
treatment (Iceland has civil unions since 1996).

August 2005 Holland: new study finds marriage equality has no effect on straight marriage,
refutes the significance of statistics often used in arguments against legalizing
marriage equity in the US; marriage rate has declined in Netherlands, also most of
Europe, US, Canada 1980-2001 (possibly due to aging pop and poor economics);
divorce rates have not been adversely affected; cohabitation rates have increased
in the Netherlands, but this happened before gay marriage; nonmarital birthrates
have soared in Holland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Hungary, Lithuania, and several
other eastern European countries

August 2005 Switzerland: 58% vote for Civil Solidarity Pact, give LGB couples the rights and
responsibilities of heterosexual marriage (no adoption or assisted procreation, no
chance for one partner to adopt the other's child, highlights “these couples can't
have a family in the strict sense of the word”).

August 2005 Spain amends same-sex marriage law to includes foreigners; justice ministry
overturns decision by a Catalonia court that a Spanish man could not wed his
Indian partner because India does not allow same-sex marriage.

August 2005 Spain: judge Francisco Garcia, from Gran Canaria, lodges query at Spain's 
Constitutional Court on legality of gay marriage, saying same-sex marriages are
against the country's constitution, has blocked three gay weddings; a judge in the
town of Denia also blocked two marriages and presented a court query.

August 2005 UK: press starts furore that framing of civil-union law will allow 'conscientious
objector' registrars and local authorities to boycott civil partnership ceremonies;
Association of Registrars and Celebratory Services (Arcs) calls on all registrars to
officiate at the services, which it said should be "conducted universally up and
down the country."
Britain's biggest gay marriage company, Pink Weddings, says under 25% hotels,
banqueting halls, manor houses are not willing to host "wedding" ceremonies  for
same-sex couples

August 2005 UK:  Bishop of Worcester, the Rt Rev Dr Peter Selby, the first bish to affirm civil
partnerships as "signs of commitment and responsibility" and publicly distance
himself from the "grudging and fearful response" of the C of E 

August 2005 UK: government announces guidelines for revision of laws on in vitro
fertilization, making it easier for lesbians to use sperm banks; Human
Fertilization and Embryology Act requires women to show the child would have a
male role model; Human Fertilization and Embryology Authority head says the
rule is nonsense; a commons committee recommending the act be revised called
the restriction "offensive" to unconventional families; public input process comes
next, then back to commons.

August 2005 UK: High Court hears case of York U prof Celia Kitzinger, 48, and Sue
Wilkinson, 51, married in British Columbia 2003, want marriage recognized in
UK.

August 2005 US: Pew Research Center poll finds support for same-sex marriage at highest
point since July 2003; 53% oppose gay marriage, 35% for gay marriage; 53% for
giving LGBs legal arrangements that would give them many of the same rights as
married couples.  Top five issues people believe the Supreme Court should deal
with: 1) abortion, 2) terror suspect rights, 3) religious displays, 4) lawsuit award
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limits, 5)affirmative action. 
August 2005 Washington: National Gay and Lesbian Task Force releases report Selling Us

Short: LGBT Americans would be disproportionately affected by the President's
plan to privatize Social Security; LGBTs have lower average incomes than
straights, thus lower Social Security benefits when they retire; also couples are not
eligible for Social Security’s spousal and survivor benefits provisions, so LGBTs
more vulnerable to the benefit cuts; US Census data and other national surveys
indicate gay and bisexual men earn 13-32% less than straight men and black
same-sex couples earn $2-9,000 less in median annual household income than
black opposite-sex couples, Hispanic same-sex couples $1-4,000 less than
Hispanic opposite-sex couples.  Gay people can't inherit partner's pension plan. 
LGBTs more likely to age alone and less likely to have children than their
straights.   By 2030, estimated LGBT seniors 2-8 million.

August 2005 US: national meeting (in Florida) of Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
votes 503-490 against what many saw as an attempt to push the denomination
toward approval of blessing ceremonies for same-sex couples; delegates strip
language from a same-sex blessings measure many Lutherans hoped would give
local pastors leeway in deciding whether to conduct the ceremonies leaving only
an affirmation of current church practice, which bans such blessings and expresses
"trust" in pastors ministering to gays and lesbians.  Delegates vote 851-127 to
keep the church unified despite differences over homosexuality.  Gay ordination
also rejected.  All proposed measures were the product of three years' work by a
special church task force 

August 2005 USA: after four years’ work, a task force of the Presbyterian Church recommends
giving local bodies the option of making exceptions and ordaining some gay
ministers on a case-by-case basis; report goes to vote at 2006 general assembly,
the proposal would open the door to the ordination of openly gay clergy members,
and subject to challenge in church courts; urges "every effort to prevent schism." 
Church's constitution requires ordained clergy to live in "fidelity in marriage" or
in "chastity in singleness." Over the last decade, its general assembly has voted
three times to ease that standard; each time the proposal did not win ratification by
a majority of the 173 local presbyteries.

August 2005 CA: Sacramento Superior Court Judge Ronald Cadei orders California's AG to
summarize proposed constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage in the state
and strip same-sex couples of domestic partnership rights, rules the description
the AG had written to go on the petitions that will be used to qualify the measure
for the ballot could be misinterpreted by some voters; lawsuit brought by sponsors
of the measure claimed proposed petition language inaccurately described the
amendment by highlighting its effects on registered domestic partners instead of
explaining that its chief purpose was to preserve marriage as a union between a
man and a woman.

August 2005 CA: Assembly Appropriations Committee votes 12-5 vote for bill to allow
hundreds of California state workers who retired prior to January 1, 2005 to take
advantage of the state's Domestic Partnership law; bill now heads to a full vote in
the Assembly.  Partnership law gives same-sex couples many of the rights of
married couples, but it does not cover civil servants who retired prior to the law
coming into effect.

August 2005 California Supreme Court rules (in three cases) same-sex couples who raise
children are lawful parents and must provide for them if they break up, custody
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and child support laws that hold absent fathers accountable and protect children
from the stigma of illegitimacy also apply to estranged gay and lesbian couples
who used reproductive science to conceive; case 1) a Marin County woman is
granted the right to be the second mother of twins after the birth mother moved
out of state; case 2) a lesbian woman cannot avoid paying child support for 
her former partner's biological children, case 3) another woman may not go to
court to terminate the parental rights of her former lover, years after obtaining a
court order stipulating they were both parents (Elisa B. v. Superior Court,
S125912; K.M. v. E.G., S124643; Kristine H. v. Lisa R., S126945).

August 2005 California: Senate Appropriations Committee 7-6 approves bill for Religious
Freedom and Civil Marriage Protection Act to require local clerks to issue
marriage licenses to same-sex couples but allow people opposed to gay marriage
to refuse to conduct weddings (Leno); bill now heads to the Senate floor for a full
vote - likely early next week.

August 2005 Kansas: Rep. Willa DeCastro (R-Wichita), the chair of the Joint Committee on
Children’s Issues drops from committee’s agenda a call by Rep. Steve Huebert
(R-Valley Center) for a review of policies that by default, currently allow gays and
lesbians to adopt children in foster care, says agenda is full and there are more
important things to deal with.  Huebert says he was pursuing the issue on behalf of
a constituent worried that her granddaughter might be adopted by a lesbian and
raised by a lesbian couple.

August 2005 Maine: Strategic Marketing Services omnibus poll finds (inter al.) 61% would
vote to uphold the state's new gay rights law or are leaning toward keeping; a
November referendum seeks to overturn it; 28% say they would vote to reject the
law or are leaning that way; 11% dk.

August 2005 Boston Parks officials disclose that Romeo and Juliet, the famed pair of white
swans in the Pubic Garden, are really two females; they live in domestic bliss,
parks people found eggs in their nest but they never hatched.

August 2005 Nebraska: US District Judge Joseph Bataillon, who struck down state
constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage, now orders state to pay the
legal fees of the gay couples who took the ban to court ($157,000).  Judge stays
ruling until all appeals in the case are completed; if the state continues to lose,
could be paying $500,000+ but nothing if it wins

August 2005 Oklahoma: tribe's Judicial Appeals Tribunal dismisses a lawsuit to block Dawn
McKinley and Kathy Reynolds’ effort to have their marriage recognized by the
Cherokee Nation, rules Todd Hembree, tribe member and attorney, had no
standing to sue and could not show that he suffered any harm by the couple's
attempt to be recognized as a married couple; couple haven't decided whether they
will try to refile the certificate; because of tribal sovereignty, Cherokee Nation
marriage certificates are recognized just like Oklahoma marriage licenses.
Cherokee Nation rightwing council members file new challenge; Linda O'Leary:
"We do have standing in this case because we're the ones who make the laws.  We
don't want gay marriages in the Cherokee Nation. It's that simple."  Cherokee
Nation tribal court issues temporary restraining barring couple from filing their
marriage certificate with the tribe, sets hearing date on making the injunction
permanent (Aug 18).

August 2005 Oregon Legislature ends session without letting civil unions bill come to a vote,
bill would also have included gays and lesbians in Oregon's nondiscrimination
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act; bill had bipartisan support and made history last month when it passed the
state Senate 19-10, but Speaker of the House Karen Minnis steadfastly refused to
bring the bill up for a vote.

August 2005 Utah: Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson proposes benefits for the partners of
unmarried city workers, then calls for domestic partner registry for gay and
lesbian couples (registry at city hall, city but not state or federal benefits of
marriage).

August 2005 BC: BC Supreme Court Justice Nicole Garson rehears case and grants divorce she
previously case rejected saying homosex does not fall within the definition of
adultery “penetrative sexual contact between and man and a woman not married
to each other and of whom one is married to someone else,” changes definition of
adultery; feds have intervenor status and agree; Shelly Pickering, 44, married 17
years, separated Oct 2004 when she discovered her husband was having an affair
with a younger man, filed for divorce Dec 04.  Divorce Act allows for no-fault
divorce after a one-year separation, on grounds of marital breakdown, but
immediate divorce for admitted or proven adultery or cruelty.  Mr Pickering
signed an affidavit on Jan. 2005 acknowledging his adulterous relationship and
does not contest the divorce.

August 2005 AB: United Church officials in Calgary offer same-sex marriage preparation
classes this fall, say classes are long overdue in Alberta, but the church waited 
for the provincial government to recognize the law before offering the marriage
preparation course; first seminar planned for August but cancelled when only one
couple signed up.  Similar marriage classes have been held in Ontario and BC for
several years.

Sept 2005 Uganda: President Yoweri Museveni signs into law constitutional amendment
banning same-sex marriage, making the country the only one in the world to have
a specific constitutional reference outlawing gay marriage.

Sept 2005 Australia: NSW urges same-sex couples to foster disadvantaged children, in light
of state shortage of foster families; NSW bans gays from adopting; NSW Foster
Care Association president Mary Jane Beach says same-sex couples can provide
emotionally stable and financially secure home environments: “We see lots of gay
and lesbian carers who are absolutely outstanding.”

Sept 2005 NZ: PM Helen Clark says if she is re-elected, the Marriage Act will not be
amended to allow same-sex couples to marry, even it is discriminatory, because
most people support it and speaks warmly of the Civil Union Act which allows
people of any gender to make a commitment to each other

 Sept 2005 Latvia: Saeima approves constitutional amendments to ban same sex- marriages in 
Latvia; 55 of 100 MPs vote for initiative begun by rightwing Christian First party
(PP) that belongs to the government coalition; amendments should be approved at
three more readings in parliament and by special commissions before they come
into force.

Sept 2005 Czechoslovakia: key committee of the Czech Parliament passes bill to allow
same-sex couples to register as domestic partners (medical decisions, inheritance
rights, breakup provision including support; couples would have their status noted
in their identity cards to prove they are domestic partners); bill already approved
by (opposition) Communist Party; gov’t has tried to pass bill fours times, last time
missing by one vote; CP support is seen as assuring passage; Christian Democrats
oppose.
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Sept 2005 Spain: Popular Party (opposition) takes challenge of gay marriage law to
Constitutional Court, which party leader Mariano Rajoy supports though
Esperanza Aguirre, the president of the Madrid regional government and a
powerful presence in the Popular Party calls it "ill-advised" and says it will make
the party look homophobic. 

Sept 2005 German MEP Lissy Groner marries partner Sabine Gillessen in Brussels;
Germany only offers us registered partnerships.

Sept 2005 Italy: Romano Prodi, leader of the opposition center-left, says "I never talked
about marriage or adoption.  There is a will to misconstrue my thinking," says as
an RC with several relatives who were priests, the entire fight caused him "very
much suffering."  Had said July he supports move to provide protections for gay
and lesbian couples (would like to see a system to similar to France's Civil
Solidarity Pact, which grants cohabiting gay or straight couples rights on
inheritance, medical care, and pensions) but remains opposed to same-sex
marriage.

 Sept 2005 Vatican: Cardinal Camillo Ruini, president of the Italian Bishops' Conference  and
the pope's vicar for Rome, says he does not believe most unmarried couples, 
straight or gay, want legal recognition (heterosexual couples are either looking to
marry or "want to remain in a situation of anonymity, without any bonds" and gay
couples "are not always looking for legal recognition: on the contrary, many run
away from it on principle, and want to remain an exclusively private matter") and
anyway giving legal recognition to unmarried couples in Italy would eclipse the
nature and value of traditional families and cause grave harm; but he does concede
maybe common-law norms might be applied to offer some protection in certain
cases - but not to gays.

Sept 2005 UK: Ministry of Defence says lesbian and gay couples in the armed forces will get
married quarters after the introduction of civil partnerships (Dec); MoD
spokesman: "We will be extending the same entitlements, allowances and benefits
to same-sex couples who choose to register a civil partnership recognised in law
that are granted to married couples."

Sept 2005 UK government launches campaign to publicise new civil partnership law
Sept 2005 UK: Home Office denies permission for Orlando, 2, son of two gay millionaires,

Barrie and Tony Drewitt-Barlow, to stay in the country since they all returned
from Spain; couple have three children, all born to surrogate mothers in the  US,
both men listed as parents on their birth certificates.

Sept 2005 Scotland: Cardinal Keith O'Brien says proposal for gays to adopt is "gravely
immoral" and would see children placed in environments "not conducive to their
full human development," says studies have shown drug use, homosexuality,
stress and mental illness were more common among those raised by same-sex
couples, urges Catholic families to come forward so that there would be no need
to widen the definition of those able to adopt: "Scotland's adopted children must
not become guinea pigs in some distorted social experiment aimed at redefining
marriage, subverting the family and threatening the good of society."

Sept 2005 Ireland: Adoption Act amended to allow LGBs to adopt; only singles and married
can, so only one person in a same-sex relationship would be recognized as a
parent. 

Sept 2005 US: Two Teamsters Locals representing workers at JFK Airport will treat
marriages of same-sex couples the same as all other marriages in terms of
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retirement benefits and coverage; follows threatened lawsuit by retired Teamster
Dolores Damone who married her partner this year in Toronto and was turned
down when she applied to Local 295/Local 851 Welfare Fund for spousal
benefits; pensions and benefits for retirees of Locals 851 and 295 are administered
jointly.  Local 851 represents office and administrative workers in the airfreight
industry at JFK. Local 295 represents air freight drivers, handlers, warehouseman
and allied workers at JFK.

Sept 2005 UCLA releases study based on US census data showing gay parents have fewer 
financial resources available to them than straights; income of average gay parent 
is $12,000, and they lag in home ownership by 15%; 39% of gays and lesbians are
raising children.

Sept 2005 Alabama: Elmore County Probate judge Jimmy Stubbs rescinds marriage license
he issued Dec 2003 to Joseph Cutcher and Patricia Hammon following an
anonymous telephone tip that Cutcher was a woman (born Juanita, legally
changed to Joseph two years earlier). 

Sept 2005 Arizona: statewide poll by KAET-TV (Phoenix-area PBS affiliate) and School of
Journalism (Arizona State U) finds 60% of likely voters would reject amending
the Arizona constitution to ban same-sex marriage and civil unions, though 33%
would vote for, and 7% undecided.  A similar poll in May showed voters almost
equally divided

Sept 2005 California Senate first US elected state body in the country to pass legislation to
allow same-sex couples to marry, votes 21-15 for Religious Freedom and Civil
Marriage Protection Act, which requires local clerks to issue marriage licenses to
same-sex couples but allows people opposed to gay marriage to refuse to conduct
weddings.  Bill goes to Assembly where similar measure lost by four votes earlier
this year when a quarter of the Democrats voted with Republicans to reject it;
assembly vote  41-35 for, sending it to governor's desk; Schwarzenegger wouldn't
comment on the bill while it was pending, now says courts should decide because
people passed Proposition 22 (state same-sex marriage ban); vetoes bill, says “I
am proud California is a leader in recognizing and respecting domestic
partnerships and the equal rights of domestic partners," 
Public Policy Institute poll finds 46% for, 46% against gay marriage.

Sept 2005 CA: Ontario Christian School expels Shay Clark, 14, for having gay parents;
school superintendent Leonard Stob writes to mother Tina Clark: "Your family
does not meet the policies of admission," which requires that at least one parent
may not engage in practices "immoral or inconsistent with a positive Christian life
style, such as cohabitating without marriage or in a homosexual relationship;
school administrators learned of the parents' relationship after Shay was
reprimanded for talking to the crowd during a football game; Clark and partner
have been together 22 years and have two other daughters, ages 9 and 19.

Sept 2005 California:  Conference of Delegates of California Bar Associations votes to back
changes in state law that would make property acquired during a domestic
partnership community property; body independent of the State Bar of California;

Sept 2005 CT: Connecticut will recognize civil unions and possibly domestic partnerships
from other states and foreign countries when a new law allowing CT civil unions
takes effect Oct. 1 but AG Richard Blumenthal says CT will not recognize same-
sex marriages (eg from neighboring Massachusetts) because the Connecticut
legislature has defined marriage as between a man and a woman: "Civil unions
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performed in other states are entitled to full faith and credit in Connecticut, and
cannot be repeated here. Out-of-state same-sex marriages have no legal force and
effect here."  Married same-sex couples will, however, be able to enter into civil 
unions in Connecticut.

Sept 2005 Florida: state Supreme Court reviews proposed state constitutional amendment to
ban same-sex marriage and civil unions and could also be used to fight benefits
(defines marriage as between "only one man and one woman" and says other kind
of marriage or legal union is equivalent to marriage); Florida4Marriage delivers
more than the required 61,000 names on petitions; state law already prevents
same-sex couples from marrying but makes no mention of civil unions or partner
benefits; Equality Florida poll shows state 54% for barring gay marriage, 55% for
some sort of legal protection for gay couples.

Sept 2005 Kansas: legislative committee chair Rep. Willa DeCastro (R-Wichita) introduces
attempt by Rep. Steve Huebert (R-Valley Center) to introduce a ban on gays
adopting children (“review of policies, that by default, currently allow gays and
lesbians to adopt children in foster care”); SH says he is pursuing the issue on
behalf of a constituent worried that her granddaughter might be adopted by a
lesbian and raised by a lesbian couple.  State law is silent on whether gays and
lesbians can adopt foster children.  DeCastro refuses to allow the issue to come up
for discussion.

 Sept 2005 Massachusetts legislature (joint session of the House and Senate) votes 157-39 to
reject proposed state constitutional amendment banning gay marriage and
legalizing civil unions; this is the second time the Legislature confronted the
measure (designed to be put before voters on a statewide ballot in 2006);
lawmakers are required to approve a measure in two consecutive sessions before it
can move forward.

Sept 2005 MA: Boston archdiocese and Massachusetts Catholic Conference scramble to
distance themselves from effort to employ children in an anti-gay marriage
petition drive. Terrence C. Donilon, spokesman for Archbishop Sean P. O'Malley:
archdiocesan students “will not and should not be asked to bring home the
marriage petition. We made a decision here that we needed to take the message
directly to parishioners, parents and people of voting age, and not include
schools.”

Sept 2005 Michigan: Ingham County Circuit Judge Joyce Draganchuk rules constitutional
amendment banning same-sex marriage does not prevent the state from offering
health insurance benefits to the same-sex partners of state workers, says health
care benefits are benefits of employment, not marriage.  Twenty-two same-sex
couples (one partner of each couple works for the state of Michigan) filed suit
against the state in March after Gov. Jennifer Granholm (D), acting on the advice
of  Attorney General Mike Cox ®, terminated domestic partner benefits that had
been won by state unions. 

Sept 2005 Montana: Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Montana (biggest health insurer in the
state) will no longer cover domestic partners and unmarried straights and gays on
some policies; says decision based on Montana Supreme Court ruling last Dec
(case of employee of Montana U System) that defines dependents and affects both
opposite-sex and same-sex unmarried couples, ruled state cannot discriminate
between same-sex couples and heterosexual, unmarried couples in health
insurance benefits; therefore BC says it will no longer extend coverage to any
unmarried domestic partner of a covered employee - gay or straight.
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Sept 2005 Pennsylvania: state Superior Court three-judge panel unanimously upholds ruling
that awarded custody of twins to Patricia Jones, ruling that she would provide a
better home than her ex-partner Ellen Boring, the children's biological parent

Sept 2005 Utah: Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson signs executive order giving
same-sex partners of city workers some of the benefits married couples get (order
only mentions health care benefits); seemed unlikely it would have passed if he
had sought the approval of Salt Lake City Council;.  Anderson wants to provide
unmarried employees paid bereavement and dependent-care leave but these are
beyond his ability in an executive order.  Order goes into effect immediately; city
estimates under 30 of its 2,600 employees will use it, adding about $113,000 a
year to city's health insurance costs.  Public Employees Health Program (PEHP,
covers municipal workers in dozens of cities and towns as well as state
employees) reneges on agreement with Anderson after contacted by state Rep.
LaVar Christensen (R-Draper) who says benefits would be illegal, PEHP says it
will not accept same-sex couples unless a judge declares the domestic partner
benefits legal.  Utah's Defense of Marriage law says that the state will not
"recognize, enforce or give legal effect to any law creating any legal status, rights,
benefits or duties that are substantially equivalent to those provided under Utah
law to a man and a woman because they are married."   Some11 states, 130 cities,
counties and municipalities, and half the top 500 US companies currently offer
domestic partner benefits.

Sept 2005 Quebec: Quebec Human Rights Commission awards lesbian social worker Helene
Zylberszac, 35, $19,000 damages ($9,000 physical damages, $10,000 moral
damages from McGill University Health Center and two fertility experts) after 
Royal Victoria hospital refused to give her in-vitro fertilization when she showed
up at the clinic without a man.  The hospital must also stop denying reproductive
services based on sexuality. 

Oct 2005 Australia: Network 9 TV finds and leaks Australian Defence Force memo
showing same-sex partners will get access to family benefits and death and injury
compensation, housing assistance, travel, and education assistance - same as
straights; ADF lifted the ban on gays serving openly in the military 13 years ago;
memo says the benefits will be extended to all people in  "interdependent"
relationships: "The government has agreed to changes to ADF policy that will
extend the conditions of service which apply to member with dependents and
member with dependants (separated) to include ADF personnel in interdependent
relationships."

Oct 2005 Spain: Instituto Opina poll finds 60% of voters do not want the Popular Party to
fight same-sex marriage, 29% do.

Oct 2005 Spain: First International Congress on Homosexual Adoption takes place to gather
tools to face new challenges under the new marriage law; organized by the Board
of the Universidad Extremadura and the Fundacion Triangulo

Oct 2005 Spain: Madrid judge rules those in same-sex marriages are entitled to the same
widow's pensions as those in traditional marriages; man married in Spain in July,
partner died a month later.

Oct 2005 Spain: Constitutional Court says it will hear challenge to same-sex marriage law,
now four months old; government says it will mount a "vigorous Defence" of the
law.

Oct 2005 Vatican City: 250+ bishops at the first synod led by Pope Benedict XVI reject call
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to deny communion to politicians who pass laws supporting same-sex marriage
and other measures that violate church doctrine, suggest politicians who do not
follow Vatican teaching should refrain from communion and left the final
decision on communion to local bishops.  Vatican synod ends with bishops taking
no major stands.

 Oct 2005 Sweden: liturgical committee of the Church of Sweden Assembly 12-3 says that a
service of blessing for gay partnerships should be included in the church's official
guidelines; final decision will be taken by the full Church Assembly later this
month

Oct 2005 Sweden: Church of Sweden governing body, the Church Assembly, votes 160-81
for creating a liturgy for blessing same-sex unions; couple would have to have
signed a civil partnership agreement. 

Oct 2005 Sweden: government announces it is clsoing a loophole in the civil unions law
that allowed some civil registrars to refuse to conduct partnership ceremonies;
under the revision, anyone who refuses to register a same-sex couple would lose
their license.  

Oct 2005 Church of Scotland supports proposals to allow unmarried and same-sex couples
to adopt, Church and Society Council says some sections of the Kirk believe a
reform of adoption legislation put forward by the Scottish Executive undermines
marriage and child's best interests are paramount and marriage provides the most
stable environment, but the system is not meeting the needs of children and, on
balance, the Kirk backs law change.

Oct 2005 American Academy of Pediatrics Conference and Exhibition hears results of study
by Dr Ellen C. Perrin, prof pediatrics, Tufts U School of Medicine, Boston:
children growing up in same-sex parental households do not necessarily  differ in
self-esteem, gender identity, or emotional problems from children growing up in
heterosexual parent homes.  "The vast consensus of all the studies shows that
children of same-sex parents do as well as children whose parents are
heterosexual in every way.  In some ways children of same-sex parents  actually
may have advantages over other family structures."  Researchers reviews 15
studies on over 500 children.

Oct 2005 US: Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on the Constitution holds hearings in new
push to amend the Constitution to bar same-sex marriage; proposed amendment
failed last year; measure reintroduced January; House version reintroduced March.

Oct 2005 Alaska Supreme Court rules it unconstitutional to bar benefits to the same-sex
partners of public employees, overturns lower court ruling, says "the public
employers' spousal limitations violate the Alaska Constitution's equal protection
clause."  Case launched 2002, stems from a 1999 lawsuit filed against the state
and the city of Anchorage after voters passed a constitutional amendment
blocking state recognition of gay marriage.  Alaska Gov. Frank Murkowski calls
state constitution amendment to block court ordered benefits 

Oct 2005 Arizona: Arizona Republic poll finds a proposed State Constitution amendment
limited to banning same-sex marriage would win 57% approval, but KAET-TV
(PBS affiliate) and the Walter Cronkite School of Journalism at Arizona State U
poll finds only 33% would pass it if they saw the full wording (ban gay marriage,
civil unions, and "any benefits of marriage" to same-sex couples).   The "Protect
Marriage Amendment" reads: "To preserve and protect marriage in this state, only
a union between one man and one woman shall be valid or recognized as a
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marriage by this state or its political subdivisions and no legal status for
unmarried persons shall be created or recognized by this state or its political
subdivisions that is similar to that of marriage."

Oct 2005 California: Orange County-based adoption agency Olive Crest signs binding
agreement with the state guaranteeing it will not discriminate against applicants
based on sexual orientation; case of Dr Shannon Rose, pediatrician and fellow of
the American Academy of Pediatrics, and partner Jane Brooks, a lawyer
specializing in family law who were rejected as foster parents in July 2002;
ACLU.says it will no longer pursue the lawsuit.

Oct 2005 CT: Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut annual meeting overwhelmingly passes
resolution urging Bishop Andrew Smith to allow CT priests to preside at civil
union ceremonies; state same-sex civil-union law took effect Oct. 1 but Smith
reminded clergy in a recent memo they are not authorized to officiate at blessings
of same-sex unions and that won't change at least until the House of Bishops
meets in 2006.

Oct 2005 Florida: Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners vote unanimously
to offer the same employee benefits to its current (6000) and retired employees
with domestic partners as to married employees and retirees, effective January
(sick-leave benefits, bereavement leave, longterm disability, health, dental, vision,
and life insurance, also covering dependent children of domestic partner)

Oct 2005 Indiana: proposed bill to prohibit gays, lesbians and single people in Indiana from
using medical science to assist them in having a child is dropped by its legislative
sponsor State Sen. Patricia Miller, R-Indianapolis: “The issue has become more
complex than anticipated and will be withdrawn from consideration by the Health
Finance Commission.”

Oct 2005 Maine: statewide poll (for Bangor Daily News and two state TVs) finds 56%
would vote against, 42% for repealing state LGBT civil rights law, 2% dk; bill
signed in in March and Christian Civic League of Maine immediately began a
repeal effort, gathering enough signatures to force the issue onto next month's
ballot; the league has forced referenda on similar bills three times in the past
decade and gays have seen the protections erased at the polls each time.

 Oct 2005 Mass: Catholic Bishops of Massachusetts require churches to post anti-gay-
marriage petitions

Oct 2005 Massachusetts: Bay State Poll (for Eagle-Tribune newspapers by Center for Public
Opinion Research at Merrimack College) finds Mass residents 53% oppose, 37%
support state constitutional amendment to define marriage as between a man and a
woman; most residents for the ban are: male, 55+, Catholic, Republican, state
resident for under 5 years, member of a family earning under $35,000 annually,
and with highschool diploma but no college; most ban-opponents: female, 18-34,
atheist or agnostic, Democrat, state resident for over 15 years, member of a family
with an income $70-100,000, with an advanced degree. Who opposes ban:
Democrats 61%, Republicans 38%; people with an advanced degree 63%, people
with highschool diploma 47%; in Massachusetts over 15 years but not their whole
lives 60%, in Mass under 5 years 49%; 18-34 years old 63%, 55+ 47%; 77% of
agnostics and atheists 77%, practising Jews 66%, Catholics 46%; women 55%,
men 50%

Oct 2005 Michigan Senate asks state Supreme Court to issue a temporary injunction
blocking domestic partner benefits from being issued to the same-sex partners of
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public-sector workers; senate votes 22-16 for two resolutions to prevent taxpayer
dollars from being spent on same-sex benefits until the high court reaches a final
judgment.

Oct 2005 Michigan judge Joyce Draganchuk refuses request of (Rep) AG Mike Cox to
delay implementing a ruling that a constitutional amendment banning same-sex
marriage does not prevent the state from offering health insurance benefits to the
same-sex partners of state workers and thus prevent the state and the city of
Kalamazoo from offering domestic partner benefits until the issue can be decided
by the appellate courts.  Judge Draganchuk: "Health care benefits are not among
the statutory rights or benefits of marriage. An individual does not receive health
benefits for his or her spouse as a matter of legal right upon getting married."

Oct 2005 Michigan Court of Appeals halts ruling that would have allowed governments and
public universities to provide health insurance to the partners of gay employees,
grants motion by AG Mike Cox to delay effect of lower court's decision until the
issue can be decided by the appeals court, agrees to fast-track appeal

Oct 2005 Michigan: Lansing-based EPIC/MRA poll finds 47% of voters support, 39%
oppose a court ruling allowing governments and universities to provide benefits
for the partners of gay workers (14% dk); state passed constitutional amendment
last year to ban same-sex marriage and the granting of benefits to the partners of
gay and lesbian state workers.

 Oct 2005 New Hampshire: state commission on gay marriage 7-4 (2 abst, 2 abs) votes to
recommend a constitutional amendment banning gay marriage (stating marriage is
between one man and one woman) and setting up gay marriage as an election
issue next year.  Commissioners have been gathering testimony from the public
and experts for months and are to present their reports to the Legislature by Dec.
A bill recommending a constitutional amendment has not been submitted.

 Oct 2005 New York State appeals court rules New Paltz mayor Jason West "exceeded his
authority" and "undermined the principle of separation of powers" when he
performed marriages for same-sex couples in the Hudson Valley hamlet last year.

Oct 2005 New York City: four major health insurance companies (Group Health
Incorporated, Empire Blue Cross and Blue Shield, HIP Health Plans of New York,
and Horizon Healthcare Insurance Company of New York) begin offering
domestic-partner health-insurance coverage to small businesses (under 50
employees) in New York City, after Mayor Michael Bloomberg intervenes;
employees of large companies statewide had been covered for some, but
companies offering domestic partner benefits to small companies outside New
York City, they had resisted extending that to the Big Apple (thinking too many
gays there) - small businesses were not permitted to add a rider to their existing
policy to provide domestic partner health coverage, even if they wanted to. 

Oct 2005 New York Court of Appeals 3-2 rules gay man whose partner died as the result of
alleged medical malpractice cannot sue the hospital because the couple was not
married (even though they had a civil union in Vermont), overturns 2003 lower-
court decision that John Langan could sue St. Vincent's Hospital in Manhattan for
alleged malfeasance in the death of Neil Conrad Spicehandler

Oct 2005 Texas: NGLTF Policy Institute and National Latino/a Coalition for Justice report
based on census data shows 100,000+ Hispanic same-sex couple households
nationwide, couples in which both partners are Hispanic earn less and are less
likely to own a home than white non-Hispanic same-sex couple households;  60%
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of same-sex couples in which both partners are Hispanic are raising children; 5%
of couples are raising non-biological children (cp 4% Hispanic married
opposite-sex); 44% of those in same-sex couples in which both partners are
Hispanic are not US citizens (cp 5% in white non-Hispanic same-sex couples;
Hispanic same-sex couples 39% living in the same residence as five years earlier
(cp 48% married straights); Hispanic same-sex couple households 77% primarily
speak Spanish at home (cp 81% married straights); report released in Houston,
one week before Texans go to the polls to consider a constitutional ban on
same-sex marriage; Texas has one of the highest Hispanic populations in the
country.

Oct 2005 Vermont: 97 of the 180 state lawmakers sign letter calling on Congress to make
civil-union partners eligible for federal programs like Social Security and military
survivor benefits.

Oct 2005 Alberta: Klein will wait til spring to bring in bill allowing clergy and marriage
commissioners to refuse to perform same-sex marriages because it may require
amendments to Alberta's Marriage Act and the human rights legislation.

Nov 2005 Israel: High Court of Justice hears state argument that only the Knesset can decide
whether to allow same-sex couples to marry (viz not until the Knesset passes
same-sex marriage legislation; same-sex couples already are recognized for
financial and social services); case of same-sex couples married in Canada
(Jonathan Herland, 29, and Ayal Wallrouch, 26; Russell Lord and Avraham Ozeri,
both 48) and two other same-sex couples who petitioned the High Court in March;
cases will be heard together.

Nov 2005 Australia grants tax free pension benefits to surviving partners from same-sex
couples; similar rights extended to siblings who lived together and others in
"interdependent relationships" such as adult children caring for elderly parents;
each case would be examined separately to determine length of relationship, joint
property, degree of emotional support; but it will apply even if one or both
partners lived abroad or if one were in jail.

 Nov 2005 Netherlands: Statistics Netherlands new couple stats find 1% couples is gay or
lesbian; 53,000 gay and lesbian couples cohabiting at the beginning of 2005, up
from 39,000 in 1005; most live in big cities (25% in Amsterdam, The Hague,
Utrecht or Rotterdam, mostly Amsterdam); 9%  have one or more children (18%
of lesbian couples, 1% of gay); 12% of the gay and lesbian couples are married,
10% live common-law; 29,000 male couples, 24,000 lesbian.  CP US where many
more lesbian than gay couples .

Nov 2005 UK: Britain's senior woman judge, Lady Hale, the only woman to have been
appointed a law lord, says gay couples should be allowed to marry: "If people
want both the privileges and the responsibilities of marriage, I do not see why we
should deny it to them."  Not allowing gay partners to wed "would have made
sense in the days when marriage was there to protect the purity of the male line,
but that is not what it is all about these days.  Couples of any sexual orientation
can all aspire to the commitment and inter-dependence involved in marriage." 
Lady Hale divorced in 1992 and remarried, is thought to want to abolish marriage
but says "It still provides the best protection for the more vulnerable members of
the family: the children and their carers.  It is still convenient for bureaucrats who
would otherwise have to make qualitative decisions about whether a couple
qualified for certain advantages." although there are "concerns about imposing
marriage-like norms and expectations upon people who have chosen a different
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way of life".
Nov 2005 UK: temples and synagogues affiliated with Liberal Judaism approve liturgy for

gay and lesbian ceremonies, "Covenant of Love," with instructions telling rabbis
that the ceremony may be described as a “wedding”; service follows the format of
traditional Jewish weddings, includes a same-sex version of the seven blessings
said at all Jewish weddings.  Reform is also considering offering a liturgy for
same-sex ceremonies but no decision has been made.  UK Chief Orthodox rabbi
Sir Jonathan Sacks dismisses suggestion of ceremonies for same-sex couples.

Nov 2005 UK: Bromley Council reverses ban on gay marriages on council property 
Nov 2005 UK: Liverpool replaces pictures (one of a young bride signing the register, the

other Romeo and Juliet on a swing) in Registry Office with landscapes to avoid
offending gay couples.

Nov 2005 US: Senate Sub Committee on the Judiciary meets to markup the so-called
Marriage Protection Amendment.

Nov 2005 US: National Gay and Lesbian Task Force and the National Latino/a Coalition for
Justice Task Force release study Hispanic and Latino Same-Sex Couple
Households in the United States: A Report from the 2000 Census, most Hispanic 
same-sex couple households in the southwest (CA, AZ, TX), NYC, Florida and
Chicago; study concludes that Hispanic same-sex couple families have more at 
stake in the same-sex marriage debate.

Nov 2005 Arkansas: state appeals December lower-court ruling that it is unconstitutional to
have state policy banning the placement of foster children in homes with gay
adults; Circuit Court Judge Timothy Fox had said the state Child Welfare Agency
Review board overstepped its authority by trying to regulate "public morality'' in
imposing the ban in 1999 “to protect children from disease, violence, sexual
abuse, neglect and instability”; ban not only includes gay foster parents but also
households in which a gay person may live.   Arkansas does permit gays to adopt.

Nov 2005 Georgia: in Fulton County Superior Court, Atlanta city lawyers agree in court not
to "enforce, attempt to enforce, or threaten to enforce" the city's human rights
ordinance against the club and to stop fine of Druid Hills Golf Club for not
treating partners of gay members the same as spouses of married members.  City
had no choice after the state Legislature outlawed its ordinance protecting the
rights of gays and other minorities in private clubs.

Nov 2005 Indiana Supreme Court vacates a Court of Appeals ruling that lesbian partners
who agree to conceive a child through artificial insemination are both the legal
parents; high court decision made on technical grounds, not addressing the merits
of the case, sends the case back where to the court where it originally began. 
Dawn King sought co-parenting status to the daughter born to her former partner,
Stephanie Benham.

Nov 2005 Massachusetts State House considers bill backed by 24 lawmakers to provide
Medicaid benefits to married same-sex couples despite a federal prohibition (state
would pick up the federal share); currently MassHealth administrators do not
consider gay couples to be married..  Vermont has done the same thing for the
past two years for couples who have civil unions.

Nov 2005 New Hampshire: legislative committee formed to look into civil marriage rejects
proposal to adopt Vermont-style civil unions; has already turned down marriage
as an option; says it will recommend the legislature prepare an amendment to the
state constitution to limit marriage to opposite-sex couples.  The commission was
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created last year as part of a law passed to forbid the recognition of out-of-state
same-sex marriages, spent a year holding hearings throughout the state, must
present its report to the legislature by December 1.

Nov 2005 New Hampshire poll shows 58% support legislative commission that recommends
denying same-sex couples legal status; 31% oppose, 11% dk

Nov 2005 New Hampshire: state's gay marriage panel draft report recommends same-sex
couples be denied legal status, allowed minimum benefits available to married
heterosexual couple; concludes same-sex marriage is not a right, because
homosexuality is a choice, not a genetic predisposition.

Nov 2005 Oregon: Marion County Circuit Judge Joseph Guimond upholds gay marriage ban
adopted by Oregon voters in 2004, says it is not constitutionally flawed.

Nov 2005 TX: Ku Klux Klan rallies against gay marriage in Austin.
Nov 2005 Texas 75% votes for state constitutional amendment banning same-sex marriage,

preventing state from recognizing civil unions.  Texas already had a law banning
same-sex marriage.  There are an estimated 43,000 same-sex couples in Texas.  18
states now have constitutional same-sex marriage bans.

Nov 2005 Utah: Salt Lake City begins registering domestic partners of municipal workers
for the city's health insurance plan even though the insurer refuses to cover them;
Mayor Rocky Anderson issued an executive order granting health benefits to the
partners of gay and lesbian city workers in September; Public Employees Health
Program (PEHP) the insurance company that provides health coverage for city
workers filed a lawsuit, reneging on an agreement with the mayor to provide the
benefits, wants a judge to rule whether the benefits are legal. 

Nov 2005 Washington: state Supreme Court rules 7-2 that Mian Carvin, who raised a girl
from birth to age 6 while in a relationship with the girl's biological mother Page
Britain can seek rights as a "de facto parent"; decision says "Today we hold that
our common law recognizes the status of de facto parents and places them in
parity with biological and adoptive parents in our state. Neither the United States
Supreme Court nor this court has ever held that 'family' or 'parents' are terms
limited in their definition by a strict biological prerequisite."  Washington now the
second state (CA earlier this year) to hold that both members of a same-sex couple
are automatically the legal parents of a child born to them, without the need for an
adoption.  Carvin and Britain together from 1989, Britain artificially inseminated
1994, Britain went back to work, Carvin cared for their daughter, broke up 2001.
In 2003 a King County Superior Court Judge dismissed a petition by Carvin to be
declared a parent saying that under the state's Uniform Parentage Act his hands
were tied; appeals court while agreeing that under the act Carvin could not be
considered a parent there were other sections of the law which could apply,
ordered new trial.  Britain appealed to the state Supreme Court which now sends
the case back to a lower court for Carvin to argue her case for visitation.

Nov 2005 Canada: CBC/Environics poll finds 66% Canadians (Quebec 73%, ROC 64%) say
the issue of same-sex marriage is settled and should not be addressed again (Q
25%, ROC 34%); 32% would like to see it repoened; 2% dk.  Top issue is health
care (#1 priority for 30%).

Nov 2005 Canada: non-confidence vote brings down gov’t; PC leader Stephen Harper says
will hold new gay-marriage vote, free vote; he will consider the matter closed if
MPs don't support introducing new legislation to once again define marriage as
the exclusive domain of one man, one woman; either way, Harper promised to
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preserve more than 3,000 gay marriages already performed across Canada; says
same-sex couples should be recognized through civil unions that set out economic
rights but don't infringe on traditional marriage.

Nov 2005 BC Human Rights Tribunal finds mostly for Tracey Smith and Deborah
Chymyshyn whose 2003 wedding hall booking was cancelled after they had
signed a contract with the managers of the Knights of Columbus hall in Port
Coquitlam; tribunal rules KC should pay the women $1,000 each for
embarrassment and hardship but says KC cannot be forced to contradict its
religious beliefs, should have assisted the women in finding another hall to
mitigate the harm.

Dec 2005 South Africa: nine-judge panel of the Constitutional Court  9-0 rules §30 (1) of
the Marriage Act unconstitutional because the wording allows only for marriages
between men and women, gives parliament a year to change the legal definition of
marriage to include same-sex couples or else the Court's definition will
automatically be effective.  Marriage is defined in South Africa's common law and
Marriage Act as a union between a man and a woman. The Constitutional Court
has instructed Parliament to add the words "or spouse" to the definition within a
year, or else the change will automatically be effected by the courts.  Government 
spokesperson Joel Netshitenze says gov’t will respect the judgement:"The
department of home affairs will assess what practical steps will be needed to give
effect to the change in the law and make appropriate recommendations to the
minister."
Council of Muslim Theologians says this will have serious repercussions on the
moral and social fabric of society; CMT KwaZulu-Natal branch says "It is ironic
that the December 1 judgement of the Constitutional Court recognizing same-sex
marriages coincides with World Aids Awareness Day -- a day that bears testimony
to the scourge of sexual promiscuity.  Same-sex marriages are a violation of the
limits prescribed by the Almighty, a reversal of the natural order, a moral disorder
and a crime against humanity.  No person is born homosexual, just like no one is
born a thief, a liar or murderer. People acquire these evil habits because of
widespread nude and shameless social interaction."  Adds homosexuality deprives
a man of his manhood and a woman of her womanhood and leads to the
destruction of family life.

Dec 2005 Australia: Capital Territory says it will bring in legislation to create civil unions,
grant a "basic social and legal right" to couples whose relationships were not
recognized under federal law (partners in same-sex relationships get right to
inherit and consent to medical treatment for partners), bill based on New
Zealand's civil unions law, criticized by federal government.

Dec 2005 Argentina: judge José María Pérez Villalobos orders prison authorities in Córdoba
province to allow conjugal visits to gay prisoners, also allows inmates who
develop relationships inside jails to be allowed sexual relations; case of gay
prisoner punished (solitary confinement) after being caught on two occasions
having sex with his partner who was visiting; judge also orders provincial
prosecutor to examine the situation.

Dec 2005 Latvia: constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage passes parliament 73-
3 at second reading; final vote to come

Dec 2005 Latvian parliament votes 65-6 (9 abst) to change constitution to block gay
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marriage, defining marriage as the union of a man and a woman.  Minister for
Children and Family Affairs Ainars Bastiks: "Of course we will be called
homophobes and worse," said. "But we are a democracy and we have a right to
make our own decisions after discussions.  For conservative societies it shows that
we can protect our values."

Dec 2005 Czech lower chamber votes 86-54 (7 abst) for draft law granting some legal rights
to same-sex partners (register partnership, get inheritance and health care rights;
no adoption); most Social Democrats and Communists for, Christian Democrats
and centre-right Civic Democratic Party against; still needs approval by the Senate
and the president; 81-seat Senate dominated by the conservative Civic Democratic
Party, which opposed the legislation in the lower house.  Lower house had turned
down similar proposals five times in the past.

 Dec 2005 Spain: Constitutional Court 8-4 refuses to accept two questions of
unconstitutionality against the new same-sex marriage law posed by magistrates in
Denia, Alicante, and Telde, Gran Canaria; court will, however, give an in-depth
ruling on whether or not the law is constitutional or not when it pronounces on an
appeal against the law presented by the Partido Popular, which was admitted by
the High Court.  
Madrid magistrate Antonio Alonso resigns: “It is impossible for me, as a
magistrate, to present an appeal for unconstitutionality against the law which
allows these marriages. .. I am resigning because it is morally impossible for me
to marry homosexual couples, and I can therefore not apply that law.”  There have
been three applications for same sex marriages in his district of Pinto since the
new law came into force.

Dec 2005 Belgian lower house 77-62 approves gay adoption law, granting couples equal
rights in adoption; bill goes to Senate in March; law resembles those of Spain and
Sweden, where same-sex couples can adopt children of any nationality; gives
children the same rights to inheritance and succession as those of heterosexual
couples.

Dec 2005 UK: despite C of E ban, Right Reverend David Jenkins blesses civil union of Rev
Christopher Wardale and Malcolm Macourt at St. Thomas the Martyr Church in
Newcastle 

Dec 2005 Scotland: ministers confirm plans to relax adoption laws so gay and unmarried
couples will be able to adopt in Scotland; previously, only married couples or
single people could apply and their partner was not allowed the same parental
rights.

Dec 2005 US: Vatican's US rep Archbishop Gabriel Montalvo Higuera, papal nuncio in
Washington, calls for Catholic Charities of Boston to stop helping same-sex
couples adopt children, though he has no authority over Boston's Archbishop Sean
O'Malley; but it carries weight as a message from the Holy See.

Dec 2005 US: house passes  "Border Protection, Antiterrorism, and Illegal Immigration
Control Act" which now goes to senate; LGBs call on Senate to reject portions
aimed at protecting America's borders that, as written, could have a severe impact
on binational same-sex couples; immigration policies already prohibit LGB
citizens from sponsoring their foreign national partners for immigration benefits
so a foreign national in a relationship with an American citizen is forced to live
out of status and is committing a civil violation, not a criminal offense; new
Immigration Control Act would criminalize anyone in the US without
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documentation, including lesbians and gay men with no other way to keep their
families together.  Bill expands the definition of "harboring," so US citizens living
with undocumented partners could be criminally prosecuted and imprisoned, and
have their homes and assets seized, also makes many people ineligible for asylum,
and eliminates almost all rights to federal judicial review of viable asylum claims.

 Dec 2005 California: Court of Appeals court rules fertility Drs. Christine Brody and Douglas
Fenton had the right to refuse in 2001 to artificially inseminate lesbian Guadalupe
Benitez based on her marital status because it would have violated their religious
beliefs; decision, based on fact that discrimination based on marital status is not
prohibited by state law; reverses lower court decision;.

Dec 2005 California: ProtectMarriage.com, one of two groups competing to put a gay
marriage ban before California voters in 2006, bows out of the fight, saying the
timing and political climate are not right to get such a measure passed; Andrew
Pugno, the group's legal adviser, said the signature drive had fallen about 200,000
voters short of the requirement for 591,105 signatures.

Dec 2005 Florida U Board of Trustees vote 12-1 to give LGB and straight unmarried
employees partner health insurance benefits (Florida’s only public university to
approve such a policy) which also covers partners of. Married employees have
long been able to insure their spouses.

Dec 2005 New Hampshire: minority 4 of marriage study commissioners accuse majority 11
of giving no meaningful consideration to extending legal recognition to gay and
lesbian couples because commission members are lawmakers and activists
opposed to gay marriage.

Dec 2005 New York appeals court 4-1 overturns February ruling that a state law barring
same-sex marriage is unconstitutional, concludes society has an interest in
recognizing and regulating marriage between heterosexuals.  Five gay and lesbian
couples sued New York City Chief Clerk Victor Robles in March 2004,
contending the state's Domestic Relations Law violates guarantees of due process
and equal protection.

Dec 2005 Wisconsin: Senate votes 19-14 to amend state constitution to ban both gay
marriage and civil unions; measure goes to Assembly then to electorate for a final
vote.

Dec 2005 Canada: in French-language debate in Vancouver, Stephen Harper says he would
put the issue of gay marriage to the House of Commons for a vote but would not
use the constitutional notwithstanding clause:"No, I will never use the
notwithstanding clause on this issue."  After the debate, Harper says the Supreme
Court never explicitly ruled the traditional definition of marriage unconstitutional,
and if Parliament reinstated it, it would have to be respected:"Clearly, the
Supreme Court has said that Parliament has the right to make the decision
Paul Martin says Liberal candidates are entitled to run in this election even if they
want to deny Charter rights to gays and lesbians seeking same-sex marriage,
though he said before Stephen Harper shouldn't be running for PM because of his
refusal to protect same-sex marriages as a Charter right; concludes higher standard
only applies to those leaders who want to run the government.

Jan 2006 Nigerian govt approves draft bill against gays; Justice Minister Bayo Ojo:
"Section six prohibits marriage of the same sex in any of the recognised places of
worship either in the churches, mosques or under customary law...  It is an offence
for anybody to contract a marriage or have a relationship of the same sex.  The
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offence carries a sentence of five years imprisonment without an option of fine. 
Similarly, if you aid or abet or support in any way anybody of the same sex to
contract a relationship or marriage, it will also attract five years imprisonment. 
Formation of associations of homosexuals and lesbians as well as engagement in
any form of protest to press for rights or recognition will also be punishable under
the law,"; bill must be presented to and accepted by parliament.

Jan 2006 Australian government moves to prevent same-sex couples from marrying
overseas, by instructing its embassies in Canada and Europe to refuse to provide
the necessary documentation to gay couples who plan to wed.  Last year the
Australian government passed a legislative amendment defining marriage as
between a man and a woman. Last year the Australian government sent notices to
its embassies overseas, signed by Oz AG, telling them to refuse a “no impediment
to marriage” certificate to same-sex Australian couples seeking to marry (required
by some countries to show not already married). AG Philip Ruddock says the
certificates serve the dual purposes of proving the applicant isn't committing
bigamy and that the marriage would be recognized in Australia.

Jan 2006 NZ: Wellington’s Fertility Associates, accused of disallowing gay men as sperm
donors, say they can’t help it, it is eligible sperm donors who are anti-gay, nearly
half put restrictions on who can use the sperm and refuse single women and
lesbians; at the same time, 14 of the 23 women on the clinic’s books are single
and another three are in lesbian relationships.  NZ and Australia currently refuse
gay men donating sperm because of government restrictions

Jan 2006 Europe: EU’s Network of Independent Experts on Human Rights says clergy and
registrars should not have the right to refuse to “marry” gay couples, right of
access should take precedence over rights of conscience for clergy or registrars;
recommendations refer only to cases where there is no alternative registrar or
clergyman available to perform the ceremony; authors refer to a Dutch case where
registrar was fired for refusing to perform a same-sex ceremony, despite the
presence of other registrars willing to take over; EU Network recommends similar
obligations be placed on medical doctors who object to carrying out euthanasia on
their patients, and who refuse to perform abortions; in cases where issues of
conscience interfere with rights, the EU recommends that rights be given 
precedence.

Jan 2006 Vatican City: Pope releases his first encyclical, a letter of instruction on the nature
of human and divine love, "Deus Caritas Est"; it begins with a statement in
support of erotic love and says the only valid form of sexual expression comes in
the form of monogamous marriage between a man and a woman, distinguishes
among different meanings of love, including patriotism, friendship, familial love,
and love of God, then moves to the church’s responsibility of global charity.   

Jan 2006 Italy: gays demonstrate in front of Vatican; magistrate celebrates "weddings" for
10 same-sex couples (symbolic rather than legal) and is denounced by Pope
Benedict XVI, who says gay marriage will "obscure the value and function of the
legitimate family" and by Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano as
“provocation”; gay rights activists release statement: "What a pity the Pope has
not taken advantage of the occasion to affirm that Christianity means love and
acceptance of all people.  The Pope has closed the door, but in any case history
does not stop at the gate of St Peter's"; gay marriage becoming important issue for
forthcoming general elections - left-wing opposition says it will change the law if
it wins the April general election to allow common-law partners of opposite 
sexes to obtain legal recognition of their unions, but it stopped short 
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of proposing to allow gays and lesbians to wed.  Pope Benedict says the Catholic
Church will use all its power to thwart any move to legalize same-sex union,
marriage not a "casual, sociological entity" but "a question of the correct
relationship between a man and a woman," marriage is "not a peculiarity of
Catholic moral teaching but part of an elementary truth regarding our common
humanity."

Jan 2006 Ireland: all-party committee of Parliament recommends legislation to permit civil
partnerships similar to those in the UK but rejects same-sex marriage.  PM said
that a referendum would be socially divisive and Irish voters would probably
reject same-sex marriages though he favours some recognition.

Jan 2006 Scotland:“Limbs in the Loch” serial killer William Beggs, 42, will have a civil
partnership with his prison boyfriend but Scottish Prison Service officials draw
the line at allowing them to share a cell. Beggs’ current hobby is studying law
books and working on an appeal of his sentence; he says he may still seek court
action to have his partner (a 43 year old jailed for sex with minors) moved into his
cell.

Jan 2006 Scotland: most senior Roman Catholic in Scotland Cardinal Keith O'Brien uses
his New Year's Day address to condemn Westminster and Holyrood for failing to
uphold traditional family values, accuses politicians of undermining the family as
the most vital building block of society:"When our lawmakers condone and
endorse trends in society which are ultimately ruinous of family life we are
entitled to question their motivation and condemn their behaviour."  Attacked
plans for changes in the law in Scotland that will make uncontested divorces
quicker to implement; says alternative lifestyles were "undermining values which
for generations have been treasured".

Jan 2006 UK: Salisbury Cathedral Canon Jeremy Davies holds civil union ceremony on his
60th birthday to mark his 18 year relationship with Simon McEnery

Jan 2006 UK: Mrs Justice Black in High Court Family Division finds for bisexual man who
answered an advert to father a lesbian couple’s baby and now wants to be one of
the official parents; he had sex with one of the women and she had a daughter,
now five years old.  The lesbian couple now plan to wed.  Black says, whatever
the law may do to change the shape of family life, nothing can beat the fact a child
has a natural parent.  Court appointed child psychiatrist Dr Claire Sturge did not
find D muddled about her family. She told Dr Sturge that she is lucky because she
has two mummies. She knows that she grew in her mother’s tummy and she
knows that Mr B is Daddy and calls him that.  The lesbians agree to increase his
contact with D from once a month to every other Saturday, plus extra holidays.

Jan 2006 US: top court of Cherokee Nation declines to strike down marriage of tribal
members Kathy Reynolds, 29, and Dawn McKinley, 34, married May 2004 in
Oklahoma; Tribunal of the Cherokee Nation, the tribe's highest court in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, rejects request for injunction against the marriage:
"Members of the Tribal Council, like private Cherokee citizens, must demonstrate
a specific particularized harm.  In the present case, the Council members fail to
demonstrate the requisite harm."  The lawyer for the Tribal Council, Todd
Hembree, said the tribe would no longer fight the marriage.  The largest Indian
reservation, the Navajo Nation, banned gay marriage last year.

Jan 2006 US: Elway Research poll taken for rightwing Christian group of Washington
voters Faith and Freedom Network finds 54% less likely to vote for a justice who
supported overturning the state's Defense of Marriage Act; 60% say they want a
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decision to be made by voter not by the courts or the legislature.  FFN believes
that homosexuality is a matter of choice and can be "cured" by faith in God.

Jan 2006 US: Lambda Legal Defense Fund and Equality California ask a federal appeals
court to throw out the marriage suit filed by Orange County lawyer Richard
Gilbert on behalf of a gay couple, fearing Gilbert will end up with an adverse
decision from the US Supreme Court that would be a setback across the country
and instead advocating a state-by-state strategy.

Jan 2006 Alaska: state asks state Supreme Court for at least a year more to offer benefits to
gay partners of public workers; court had ruled Oct same-sex partners of workers
employed by both the city of Anchorage and the state of Alaska are entitled to the
same benefits as their straight married colleagues.  Unmarried heterosexual
couples also are denied benefits, but the court noted that unlike gay couples,
which are barred from marrying under the state constitution, those straight couples
choose not to marry.

Jan 2006 California Court of appeal in same-sex marriage case gets amicus briefs from
NAACP, Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, California 
Council of Churches, Asian Pacific American Legal Center, and National 
Black Justice Coalition; in eight amicus briefs over 250 religious and civil rights
organizations urge the court to put an end to state laws that deny same-sex couples
the protections of marriage. State appeal of March 2005 decision by San Francisco
Superior Court Judge Richard Kramer, which held that California’s current
statutory ban on marriage of same-sex couples violates the California
Constitution.  Groups include: California Conference of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, United Church of Christ, the Union for
Reform Judaism, the Unitarian Church, the California Council of Churches,
California Faith for Equality, the Ecumenical Catholic Church and the Buddhist
group Soka Gakkai International-USA, California Council of Churches and
California Church IMPACT (represents 50 Protestant and Orthodox judicatories),
Asian Pacific American Legal Center of Southern California, Japanese American
Bar Association, People for the American Way, the Mexican American Legal
Defense & Educational Fund, the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, and Equal
Justice Society, over 25 Asian Pacific Islander groups,  California Woman’s Law
Center, Equal Rights Advocates, Legal Momentum, and the Queen’s Bench Bar
Association of the San Francisco Bay Area, MassEquality, Children of Lesbians
and Gays Everywhere, the National Gay & Lesbian Task Force, and Freedom to
Marry submitted a brief, Bay Area Lawyers for Individual Freedom, Family Pride,
the Human Rights Campaign, the Lesbian and Gay Lawyers Association of Los
Angeles, the National Lesbian and Gay Law Association, Parents, Families &
Friends of Lesbians and Gays, SacLEGAL, and the Tom Homann Law
Association in San Diego, law professors across US and Canada, Women’s
Institute for Leadership Development

Jan 2006 California: out gay rep Mark Leno says he will not reintroduce his bill to legalize
marriage rights for same-sex couples in 2006, because the governor's stance on the
issue has not changed and two proposed initiatives that would have banned gay
marriage and scaled back domestic-partnership rights appear to be going nowhere;
2006 is election year.

Jan 2006 Connecticut: a week before CT Supreme Court hears arguments, two local town
clerks who sought to intervene in the case brought by eight gay and lesbian
couples seeking the right to marry suddenly drop their application with no
explanation; when they filed, they said providing marriage licenses to same-sex
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couples would breach their religious beliefs.  Last March a superior court rejected
their motion to intervene in the case.

Jan 2006 Florida: St. Petersburg Times investigation finds FL Republican Party bankrolling
Florida4Marriage, which claims to be a grassroots initiative to gather signatures to
amend the state constitution to ban same-sex marriage; of the $193,000 raised by
the group, $150,000 came from a single donor - the Florida Republican Party.

Jan 2006 Florida: U Florida approved a benefits plan for its partnered unmarried workers
last month, scheduled to go into effect in February.  Now people notice a
provision asking unmarried couples to sign an affidavit swearing they "have been
in a non-platonic relationship for the preceding 12 months," a question not put to
married couples applying for the benefits program.  UF's VP human resources
Kyle Cavanaugh says only asked to ensure that no roommates or siblings attempt
to register. U then drops requirement.

Jan 2006 Idaho: House Majority Leader Lawrence Denney (R-Midvale) introduces bill to
change state constitution and define marriage as between a man and a woman,
third time in three years GOP is attempting to pass the amendment. Last year it
passed the House but not the state Senate

Jan 2005 Maryland Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr. proposes bill giving limited medical
decision-making rights to unmarried couples today, which he said he would so
nine months ago when he vetoed a more expansive piece of legislation dealing
with gay and heterosexual unmarried couples; bill sets up statewide registry where
people could list advance directives on how they wish to be treated in end-of-life
situations.

Jan 2006 Maryland: Baltimore Circuit Court judge M. Brooke Murdock rules state law
against same-sex marriage "cannot withstand constitutional challenge" a key
ruling in the volatile national debate on gay rights; state expected to appeal to
state Court of Appeals.  Murdock: "although tradition and societal values are
important, they cannot be given so much weight that they alone will justify a
discriminatory statutory classification."

Jan 2006 Mass: rightwing lawmakers opposed to same-sex marriage table bill "Benefits
Fairness Act," whereby couples legally unable to wed would be able to enter a
legal arrangement which provides rights for hospital visitation, after-death
decisions, inheritance and estate designation and mental health decisions.

Jan 2006 NJ:  Gov. Richard J. Codey says he will sign both gay partner bills heading his
way: one amends state domestic partner law, gives same-sex couples the same
rights as married couples in intestate inheritance and funeral arrangements (passes
Assembly 67-6, 5 abst.; passes state Senate 39-0); the other allows municipalities
and other public entities at the local level to extend health benefits to domestic
partners, closing a loophole in the 2004 domestic partner law which was limited
to extending health benefits to domestic partners who worked for public agencies
covered by the state health plan (passes Assembly 63-7, 8 abst; passed Senate 34-
0 last May)
NJ Supreme Court says it will hear oral arguments (in February) in a case brought
by same-sex couples seeking the right to marry; state Attorney General Peter
Harvey opposes, saying changing the definition of marriage is the right of 
the Legislature not the courts; suit filed 2002 by seven same-sex couples.

Jan 2006 NJ: Officials in Ocean Co. again reject request of lesbian police lieutenant Laurel 
Hester to secure benefits for her partner; LH has only a few weeks to live and
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pleaded her case via video; officials then reject resolution allowing county
employees to pass on their pension benefits to domestic partners

Jan 2006 NJ: Ocean County freeholders reverse decision, grant Laurel Hester her dying
wish to have her death benefit given to her same-sex partner; state law allows
local governments to grant health and other benefits to the same-sex partners;
death benefit amounts to about $13,000.  Public pressure seems to be the reason
for the reversal.  Following Hester's desperate plea, Camden County and Passaic
pass ordinances offering health and pension benefits to the domestic partners of
their employees. Five other communities in the state also provide domestic partner
benefits.

Jan 2006 Ohio: 1.3- million-member United Church of Christ are reports on six-month
period after General Synod's decision to affirm support for same-sex marriage: 49
churches (under 1% of UCC's 5,725) have voted to disaffiliate, not all because of
this issue; 23 new congregations joined in 2005; 42 more expressed a "firm
interest" in joining.

Jan 2006 Pennsylvania: bill tabled to amend the state Constitution, has 88 co-sponsors;
amendment says: "Only a marriage between one man and one woman shall be
valid or recognized as a marriage in this commonwealth, and neither the
commonwealth now nor any of its political subdivisions shall create or recognize
a legal status identical or substantially equivalent to that of marriage for
unmarried individuals."  Pennsylvania already has a Defense of Marriage Act

Jan 2006 Rhode Island: 200+ domestic partners of Rhode Island state employees hit with
massive tax bills; legislature extended health and insurance benefits to the
domestic partners of state workers in 2001; IRS now says benefits are considered
taxable income, should have been collected by state through payroll deductions.

Jan 2006 Rhode Island: two state reps file bills to legalize same-sex marriage in Rhode
Island, Rep Art Handy (D) in house, Rhoda Perry (D) in Senate; bills to permit
same-sex marriage have been filed almost annually for the past decade and each
stonewalled in committee.

Jan 2006 Utah: Salt Lake City Council members 7-0 say they would support the
council-created plan to provide health-insurance benefits for city employees'
“adult designees” (incl. gay and straight domestic partners, relatives and
roommates); to qualify, the designee would have to have lived with the employee
for at least a year, and the two would have to be financially connected.  This is
thought to be an attempt to weaken Mayor Rocky Anderson's domestic partner
plan by broadening it  Anderson signed an executive order in September
extending health-insurance benefits to employees' gay and unmarried heterosexual
partners (challenged in court, not in effect).

Jan 2006 Virginia House of Delegates Privileges and Elections Committee votes 18-4 for
state constitutional amendment that marriage is a union between a man and a
woman; goes to November ballot if approved by the full General Assembly. State
law already bans gay marriage.  Proposal passed overwhelmingly in the General
Assembly last year, must be approved in its identical form in a succeeding session
after a House of Delegates election before it can go on the ballot.
House then votes 73-to-22 for; measure still needs approval of the Senate before
being put to voters.
Senate votes 28-11 for; final decision will be made by voters in November.

Jan 2006 Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine says he is troubled by the wording in a proposed



CLGRO, the Coalition for Lesbian and Gay Rights in Ontario: The Spousal Collection III

71

amendment aimed at banning same-sex marriage in the state, it is flawed and
needs fixing; says he supports prohibiting same-sex marriage in Virginia; AG Bob
McDonnell says he doesn’t see any legal snares in the amendment.

Jan 2006 Virginia: Senate Education and Health Committee votes 8-7 against a bill to
prohibit gay adoptive parents in other states from getting their names on Virginia
birth certificates; bill would have negated a ruling last April by the Virginia
Supreme Court that the state must provide new birth certificates for children born
in Virginia and adopted by same-sex couples in other states and allowed only one 
same-sex partner to be listed on a birth certificate (author Augusta Senator
Emmett Hanger says that's consistent with Virginia law prohibiting joint
adoptions by unmarried couples).

Jan 2006 Virginia: House health subcommittee drops bill to prohibit licensed health
professionals from performing medical procedures for unmarried women who
want to get pregnant, including everything from in vitro fertilization to artificial
insemination by a donor.

Jan 2006 Virginia: House of Delegates 70-29 passes bill allowing local school boards to
prohibit the use of school facilities by groups they believe encourage promiscuity. 
House also votes 68-31 for bill requiring family life education programs to
encourage abstinence as the only guarantee against unwanted pregnancy.  Both
bills now go to the Senate.

Jan 2006 Canada: report obtained by Canadian Press under the Access to Information Act:
Justice Department study recommends abolishing law §293 against polygamy,
changing other legislation to help women and children living in multiple-spouse
relationships.  “Criminalization does not address the harms associated with valid
foreign polygamous marriages and plural unions, in particular the harms to
women'; paper part of a $150,000 polygamy project, launched a year ago and paid
for by the Justice Department and Status of Women Canada, says laws should be
changed to better accommodate the problems of women in polygamous marriages,
providing them clearer spousal support and inheritance rights.  Currently,
provincial legislation differs; Ontario gives limited recognition to foreign
polygamous marriages for the purposes of spousal support.  Chief author Martha
Bailey: “Why criminalize the behaviour? We don't criminalize adultery.”  Justice
Department project prompted in part by an RCMP investigation into the religious
community of Bountiful in Creston, BC, where polygamy is practised openly. 
Another report for the project, says allowing same-sex marriages promotes
equality while polygamous marriages are generally harmful to women's interests
and would therefore promote inequality.  Justice Minister Irwin Cotler says he has
seen only a summary of the research reports, but already rejects lifting the
criminal ban on polygamy: “At this point, the practice of polygamy, bigamy and
incest are criminal offences in Canada and will continue to be.”

Jan 2006 Canada: Paul Martin offers, if reelected, to remove notwithstanding clause from
Charter of Rights as first act of a new Liberal government: "A new Liberal
government would strengthen the Charter of Rights by removing the federal
government's right to use the notwithstanding clause to override courts on charter
issues."  

Jan 2006 Canada: Former MP Elsie Wayne says gays shouldn't have the right to marry and
they "choose" to live that lifestyle: "God does not endorse that and we do not. 
You have to straighten people out."  Conservative Party spokesperson Richard
Bell says she doesn't represent the party's view.  "I'm shocked by those words. 
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That certainly doesn't reflect anything that the Conservative Party of Canada holds
as a value system, I can tell you that."  Bell says the Conservative Party doesn't
have a stance for, or against, same-sex marriage: "All that Stephen Harper has
promised is that the House of Commons will have a free vote on the issue."
Wayne says the party has a position on same-sex marriage: "Our position is that
marriage is between a man and a woman. I don't know where Richard Bell's
coming from."
Stephen Harper says “I can't put a timeline on it. I'm not going to want to leave it
forever, but it's not one of the five top priorities. So I suspect we won't deal with it
right away but we'll try and ask Parliament its opinion in due course,” adds efforts
by the Senate to block such a bill would amount to an “abuse of power,” and “I'd
prefer that the unelected chamber would respect the decisions of the chamber
elected by the people.”  There are now 67 Liberal and 23 Conservative senators.

Jan 2006 Federal election: PC win 124 seats (under 36% of the vote; up from 99 in 2004),
Liberals 103 (down from 135 in 2004), BQ 51 (54 in 2004), NDP 29 (19 in 2004),
independent 1; PC miss the 155 seats (40% of the vote)  needed for a majority
government; out gay Liberal Scott Brison retains NB seat (4th time reelected);
Hedy Fry handily defeats Svend Robinson in Vancouver Centre with a 12% lead . 
Harper says his priorities are 1) cleaning up government, 2) cutting the 7% GST to
5%, 3) reducing hospital wait times, 4) reducing crime, 5) replacing child-care
program with C$1,200 grants to parents

Jan 2006 Canada: first news conference as PM-designate, Harper on Commons free vote on
reversing same-sex marriages:  "I've simply said we'll be doing it in the life of the
Parliament,  I would prefer to do it sooner rather than later, but not immediately."

Jan 2006 Globe and Mail survey of potential marriage vote in the next House of Commons
finds 153 incoming MPs either voted for same-sex legislation in June or indicated
they would if the matter came before the House again; 136 either voted against the
legislation or said they oppose same-sex marriage.  19 either would not comment
or said variously they would abstain, follow their constituents' wishes or had not
yet made up their minds.

Feb 2006 Israel's Family Court for the first time recognizes a same-sex couple as the joint
parents, rules Tal and Avital Yarous-Hakak must receive adoption papers that
listed them as the mothers of their three children; follows High Court of Justice
decision last year that same-sex parents have the same rights as opposite sex
parents.  Yarous-Hakaks in 1997 were turned down by the Family Court when
they sought the right to adopt each other's children, though granted guardianship
of each other's children allowing each parent to make decisions involving the
children of the other. 

Feb 2006 Jerusalem: Yehuda, the remaining "gay" vulture in a pair of male Griffon vultures
that built nests, mated, and raised three adopted chicks for a period of three years,
has finally chosen a female partner; last year, Yehuda's longtime partner, Daishik,
took up with a new female partner and was subsequently moved to the Tel Aviv-
Ramat Gan Zoological Center.

Feb 2006 Zimbabwe: Robert Mugabe, 82, accuses Western nations of preparing to declare 
war on Z, says same-sex marriage is a threat to mankind, condemns churches that
bless gay unions, says his government will jail clergy who perform any

Feb 2006 OZ: Newspoll survey finds 52% agree the federal government should introduce a
new law to formally recognise same-sex relationships in Australia; 37% disagree,
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11% don’t know.  Question asked in Newspoll survey on separation of church and
state commissioned by the Secular Party of Australia.

Feb 2006 Australia: Adelaide U study finds gay men with long-term, low-grade depression
are almost twice as likely to have had unsafe casual sex in the last six months,
though severely depressed men report less sex overall and lower sex drive.  40%
of SDM reported having had unprotected sex in last six months, 22% of not
depressed men; research team report at Australasian Society for HIV Medicine
conference in Melbourne. 

Feb 2006 NZ: since the Civil Union Act a year ago, 362 couples (62 heterosexual, 145 gay
and 153 lesbian) have had civil unions and 15,683 have had marriages.  Most civil
unions were in the main cities. Labour MP Georgina Beyer says the number of
people choosing civil unions is encouraging: "Marriage has had a couple of
centuries - if not thousands of years - to establish itself.  It's not a race, it's about
human relationships."  Civil unions have proved stable; there have been no
applications for the dissolution

Feb 2006 Czech President Vaclav Klaus vetoes legislation allowing domestic partners to
register and receive some of the rights of marriage.  Prime Minister Jiri Paroubek
says he will attempt to override the veto (needs a simple majority - 101 votes out
of the house's 200 deputies).

Feb 2006 Spain: leading Catholic bishop Antonio Algora compares Spanish PM Jose Luis 
Rodriguez Zapatero to Caligula over Spain's legalization of same-sex marriage.
"If Zapatero wants to become Caligula, it's up to him.  But without doubt people
will have to learn who Caligula was and what customs he imposed on Rome, it's
as simple as that." (Implications: bestiality and mass rape)  Pope, speaking 
through Cardinal Alfonso Lopes Trujill, head of the Pontifical Council on the
Family, has said Roman Catholics should be prepared to lose their jobs rather than
co-operate with the law.

Feb 2006 Germany: six "gay" penguins at Bremerhaven zoo refuse to mate with females
flown in from Sweden in 2005, zoo director Heike Kueck says it is because the
female Humboldt penguins have proven too shy in their advances, "The Swedes
will not make the first move." Females were flown in last year in a bid to help
save the Humboldt species from extinction.  Kueck said last year she was
optimistic the initiative would be successful because zookeepers had noticed that
at one point a female penguin had managed to cause a couple of males to
"separate".  The zoo has 10 male penguins of which six have shown strong signs
of preferring male company and formed couples among themselves.  "We will be
delighted if the penguins form even one heterosexual couple and manage to
produce first an egg, and then a little one. But of course we accept the male
couples that have formed and we are not trying to enforce heterosexuality, as we
were accused of doing last year."

Feb 2006 France: Cour de Cassation (top court, which decides how to interpret French law
but does not hear trials) rules both partners in a gay couple can exercise parental
authority over a child, not just the biological parent: "The civil code is not
opposed to a mother, as sole holder of the parental authority, delegating all or part
of the duties to the woman with whom she lives in a stable and continuous union";
France still does not allow adoption of children by same-sex couples.

Feb 2006 Ireland: Irish Examiner/Red C opinion poll finds 16% believe homosexuality is 
wrong (twice as many men as women - 20% men think homosexuality wrong; in
Munster, 23% see homosexuality as immoral); 51% favour gay marriage or unions
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(more women than men, esp younger women and those in more up-market social
groups; least support among older age groups, particularly in Connacht and
Ulster); 50% would have no problem with a relative being gay but 33% are not
comfortable with that scenario, including 41% of men in Munster; 67% say sexual
orientation of a TD would not be an issue with 67% but 21% would not vote for a
gay candidate; 50% say gays should have the right to adopt children, 36% are 
against.

Feb 2006 UK first Army lesbian couple weds; Sonya Gould, 19, and Vanessa Haydock, 18,
both privates in the Royal Logistics Corps, registry office, Chippenham, Wilts

Feb 2006 Scotland: senior RC Rt Rev Joseph Devine, Bishop of Motherwell, says he will be
seen as a bigot but is "not prepared to stand by and watch the destruction of 
Christian values and truth," traditional heterosexual family unit provides the 
best emotional and psychological wellbeing of children, urges minister to scrap
gay-couple adoption bill or hold referendum, since bill is "yet another violation of
family life," attacks "politically correct zealots" who support bill.  British
Association for Adoption and Fostering (partly funded by the Scottish Executive)
supports bill.  Bishop Devine says adoption panels are frightened of being accused
of discrimination against gay men and lesbians, so give them preferential
treatment over heterosexual couples.

Feb 2006 Scotland on Sunday survey of all local authorities finds 173 gay civil partnership
ceremonies and registrations taking place in 53 days and 385 booked over the next
three months.  Over twice as many male couples as female.  Edinburgh leads with
67 registered (30% by couples living elsewhere) and 178 booked; Glasgow has 44
done and 81 booked. Straight marriages, each city has 300 a month.  East coast
council areas have more than west coast, 8 male couples in Fife (16 booked);
Aberdeen and East Lothian 6 each.  None in East Ayrshire but 5 booked for
Kilmarnock.  One in South Lanarkshire.  Midlothian and the Western Isles have
nothing.  Western Isles is the only place in the UK to ban homosexual ceremonies. 
Stirling, Moray, Highlands, Scottish Borders and Argyll and Bute, refused to
respond to requests for the figures.

Feb 2006 Scotland: Church of Scotland's legal questions committee proposes that individual
ministers should decide whether they want to attend civil partnership ceremonies
and ministers who give religious blessing to CPCs should not face disciplinary
action; proposals to be put forward at the General Assembly in May.  Reverend
Ian McLean, acting convener of the committee, says, though current Church of
Scotland rules make possible disciplinary action against an official attending a
CPC, this is unlikely, but nonetheless they wanted to make sure it couldn't
happen; proposals should "protect conscience on all sides"..

Feb 2006 Irish High Court begins case of lesbian couple Katherine Zappone and Ann Louise 
Gilligan (together over 20 years, married in Canada in 2003) suing Ireland's tax
service because it refuses to acknowledge them as a married couple - by
adjourning for a week, hearing date yet to be established.  Mr. Justice McKechnie
notes the importance of the case in the High Court, saying the couple's case
transcends the issue of tax.

Feb 2006 US: investigating committee within the Presbyterian Church declines for the
second time to file charges against Rev. Jim Rigby, Austin, Texas, who
participated in a mass same-sex blessing ceremony on “marriage equality day”
two years ago, cites confidentiality rules in declining to talk about its
deliberations.
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Feb 2006 USA: Bush signs in legislation giving $500 million to faith-based programs to
promote and strengthen opposite-sex marriage, part of the deficit reduction bill
passed by Congress. Bush: "[It] allows faith-based groups that provide social
services to receive federal funding without changing the way they hire."  Assistant
Health and Human Services Secretary Wade Horn says the money is not intended
to specifically oppose same-sex marriage but none can be used to promote or
support same-sex marriage in Massachusetts where gay marriage is legal, nor can
it be used to support gay families where civil unions or domestic partnerships are
allowed.  

Feb 2006 US: Journal of Epidemiology and Community Health publishes article showing
civil partnerships/ marriage could boost the mental and physical health of gay and 
lesbian people; authors cite evidence that gay men and lesbians do not receive the
same standard of health care as straight people though they have more depression,
anxiety, substance misuse, and suicidal behaviour; authors blame discrimination,
prejudice and intolerance on religious grounds and suggest that civil recognition
could break down prejudice and promote understanding as well as increasing the
stability of same sex relationships and minimising social exclusion.  Previous
research shows that "married" same sex couples had greater openness about their
sexual orientation and closer relationships with their relatives than same sex
couples not in civil partnerships.

Feb 2006 Alaska: amendment to state constitution introduced to overturn court ruling and
ban benefits to the same-sex partners of public employees, amendment says
marriage between a man and a woman is the only union valid in the state "and to
which the rights, benefits, obligations, qualities or effects of marriage shall be
extended or assigned."  Alaska Supreme Court ruled October that denying gay
couples the same public employee benefits as married couples violates the Alaska
Constitution's equal-protection clause.  Senate Judiciary Committee plans to
introduce a substantially similar resolution, and a committee hearing has been
scheduled for Thursday.

Feb 2006 California: bill tabled to establish the Equality in Prevention and Services for
Domestic Abuse Fund, a continuously appropriated fund to develop and support
education and services specific to LGBT domestic violence.  Under existing law,
those applying for marriage licenses have to pay $23 to fund various programs
against domestic violence; bill adds similar fee for those registering as domestic
partners. 

Feb 2006 Colorado: Denver Post poll finds 55% support a state constitutional amendment
banning gay marriage, though 36% oppose such a plan; 50% for, 41% against
domestic partnerships to give same-sex couples rights similar to married couples \

Feb 2006 Colorado: House Judiciary Committee votes 7-4 for bill Colorado Domestic
Partnership Benefits and Responsibilities Act to ask voters to approve granting
same-sex couples some of the rights of marriage (visitation, involved in care of
hospital patients and nursing home residents, protection of property rights,
including inheritance and pension benefits, access to a partner's health care
benefits and family leave benefits, and the right to take possession of a deceased
partner's remains); bill goes to House Finance Committee, then maybe to full vote
in the House.  Gov. Bill Owens cannot veto the measure because it was introduced
as a referendum.

Feb 2006 Connecticut: Dr. Alan J. Couture, 36, joined in civil union with Robert McDonald
last October, asks employer St. Mary's Hospital in Waterbury to add McDonald to 
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his health care plan; hospital says, as a Catholic institution, it does not recognize 
civil unions.  Couture, 36, an emergency physician at St. Mary's for eight years,
files complaint with the state Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities,
on his sexual orientation and marital status.

Feb 2006 Florida: state Senator Nan Rich withdraws from Senate Children and Families
Committee an attempt to amend what has been described as the most anti-gay
adoption law in the country when it became apparent the bill did not have the
necessary votes to pass.  Bill remains alive in the Legislature, though it would
have died if voted down in committee.  State banned gays from adopting in 1977
but permits us to be foster parents.  Rich's bill would let same-sex couples adopt 
if a court determines that the child is better off with them than in a different
temporary living situation.  Over 3,400 foster children in Florida

Feb 2006 Idaho House of Representatives 53-17 votes for proposed state constitutional
amendment to ban gay marriage; "a marriage between a man and a woman is the
only domestic legal union that shall be valid or recognized" in Idaho; to be placed
on the ballot in November, must win approval from two-thirds of Senate.  State
law already defines marriage as being between a man and a woman.

Feb 2006 Idaho House 53-17 then Senate 26-9 vote to put on Nov ballot a proposed
amendment to the state Constitution to bar same-sex marriage ("a marriage
between a man and a woman is the only domestic legal union that shall be valid or
recognized"); state law already defines marriage as being between a man and a
woman; third time Idaho lawmakers try to pass the proposed amendment; now
only needs simple majority vote from the public to become part of the state
constitution.

Feb 2006 Maryland: House Judiciary Committee unanimously rejects bill (which originally
banned same-sex marriages and civil unions) after Democrats narrowly amended
it so it would define marriage as a union of one man and one woman but also
allow civil unions with all the rights of marriage.

Feb 2006 Missouri: Jackson County Circuit Court judge Sandra C. Midkiff overturns
Department of Social Services regulation barring gays and lesbians from
becoming foster parents; case of Lisa Johnston, Kansas City, barred by an
unwritten policy which prevented her from taking children into her home because
she is in a relationship with another woman; state based reason partly on state law
banning sexual intimacy between same-sex couples (rendered unconstitutional by
the US Supreme Court in Lawrence v. Texas 2004).  Judge: "No moral
conclusions may be drawn from a constitutionally unenforceable statue." 
Currently 2,000 children in Missouri need foster homes.

Feb 2006 New Jersey: Zogby poll for Garden State Equality finds 56% for, 39% against
marriage equality; 67% of Democrats support same-sex marriage, as do 68% of
Catholics and 68% of Jews; 61% overall oppose, 33% support a state
constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage; Republican lawmakers are
pushing a constitutional amendment to block gay marriage.

Feb 2006 NY governor George Pataki signs in bill that affords the state's domestic partners
the right to make funeral decisions for their departed partners.

Feb 2006 NY: state's highest court Court of Appeals 4-3 strikes down New York City's
Equal Benefits Law, which would have required contractors that do more than
$100,000 of business each year with NYC to offer benefits to the partners of gay
and lesbian workers equal to those the companies give heterosexually married
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couples (passed by city council May 2004), vetoed by Mayor Bloomberg June
2004, veto overridden by council 41-4 June 2004.  An appeals court overturned
that ruling, saying the city statute conflicted with competitive bidding
requirements in state law and was invalid.  Court of Appeals says state and federal
laws take precedence over the city law.

Feb 2006 New York: midlevel state appeals court rules it is not unconstitutional to prevent
same-sex couples from marrying; case is an ACLU appeal of a lower court ruling;
ACLU reps 12 same-sex couples, among them New York State Assemblyman
Danny O'Donnell and his partner John Banta.

Feb 2006 Ohio: GOP leaders in House and Senate say they will not permit bill to ban
LGBTs from adopting to move through committee

Feb 2006 TN: Nashville gay couple, John Barnby and unnamed partner, say local private
school Donelson Christian Academy denied their kindergarten-aged son
admission to the educational institution on the basis of his parents' homosexuality;
Nashville City Paper reports headmaster, Danny Kellum told Barnby: “..that his
home life is an abomination against God and that if Barnby’s son was to attend
DCA, he would be taught that he comes from a sinful family and subject to the
ultimate punishment from God. Kellum went on to say that he had family
members who used to be gay but have repented their sinful ways and given their
life to God, Barnby said.”

Feb 2006 Utah: House committee 4-1 endorses House Bill 327 to prohibit any city, county
or state government entity from using tax dollars to subsidize health care benefits
for anyone but a narrowly defined list of dependents, including a current spouse
and children who are either natural, adopted or for whom the employee is a legal
guardian; now goes to the full House; HB 327 does allow for expanded benefits,
but only if the employee is willing to cover the entire cost of the insurance.

Feb 2006 Utah: House passes bill to prevent a court from awarding parental rights against
the wishes of the biological or adoptive parent; stems from case of two lesbians
who broke up (judge gave one of the women visitation rights despite the
objections of the birth parent - Jones v Barlow, now before the Utah Supreme
Court).

Feb 2006 Utah: Salt Lake City Mayor Rocky Anderson vetoes benefits plan passed by City
Council that he says undermines an executive order he signed last year giving
benefits to the same-sex domestic partners of city workers; Council plan allows all
workers to designate who their benefits would go to and replaces the mayor's
executive order.   Anderson calls council version "blatantly discriminatory"
because it fails to specifically recognize same-sex families.  Council will likely
override Anderson's veto.

Feb 2006 Vermont: bill introduced (Burlington Rep. Mark Larsen) in House of
Representatives to allow gay couples to call their unions "marriage"; Gov. Jim
Douglas says he will oppose: "All of you remember the experience we had about
five years ago here which was very, very divisive, and I don't want to go through
that again. I think most Vermonters would say, as I would, that we ought to leave
the law the way it is and not try to change it at this point.”

Feb 2006 West Virginia: House of Delegates votes to kill a proposed amendment defining
marriage as between a man and a woman; state has a marriage law already

Feb 2006 Virginia: Senate Privileges and Elections Committee, examining proposed
amendment to state constitution to ban same-sex marriage, decides not to place on
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Nov ballot a summary that implies only that the proposed amendment would
prevent gay and lesbian couples from marrying (though it also blocks civil unions
and could be used to deny benefits of any kind to unmarried couples, straight or
gay), but to put the whole amendment should be put before voters.  Senate passes
new version.  House of Delegates unanimously approves new wording

Feb 2006 Virginia: House of Delegates gives final approval to HB101, which requires 
that the fall ballot include the full text of a proposed constitutional amendment
that would define marriage

Feb 2006 Wisconsin: state Assembly votes 62-31 to put state constitutional anti-gay-
marriage-and-civil-union amendment on state ballot in November  .A majority
vote would add 43 words to the constitution declaring the state recognizes only
marriage between one man and one woman and does not grant a similar legal
status to unmarried individuals, such as civil unions.  18 states have amended their
constitutions to ban gay marriage or to declare marriages between gay and lesbian
couples invalid.


